TRADEMARK SDA® FOLDER

Compiled by Creation Seventh Day Adventists in
Obedience to Yahweh’s Instruction:

“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a trapet, and shew my people their
transgression, and the hous# Jacob their sins.” Isa 58:1

SECTION I: SDA TRADEMARK RELATED DOCUMENTS
* General Principles

- Magazine and Newspaper Articles

* Lawsuits Communications from G.C to other Indepen@&DA Ministries (From 1988)
* Replies from SDA Independent Ministries

- Lawsuits Communications from G.C to Creatidh¥ay Adventists

More than 20 years of Secretly SDA Persecution igned by
Many SDA Nominal Members



A5 provided in the FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES

ea ;Right “to Keep and Bear Arms.

Effective December 15, 1791 .

"2 —") Prreamble M

The conventions of a number of the States having at the time of their adopting the-Constitution, - .
expressed a desire, in order to prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory.
and ' restrictive clauses should be added:- And as extending the ground of public confidence in the-
Government, will best insure the beneficient ends of its institution. 2 gk TS

EK- y t to Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press, Assembly, Petition. it ol o
1, bz ‘gh Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
5 ~rexercise thereoi; or ab ridging fhe freedont, o%”sgg‘éﬁh. or of the press; or the rightof the people ‘peace

‘ably to assemble, and to petition the Government [or a redress of grievances. 5

i A.-well regulated Militia, being necessary“to the‘securit‘y of a free State, the rig]
people to keep.and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. L7 ST o

- m' htﬁ on:Quartering of Soldiers. j iy ;
3 B tg = No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any. iouse, without th
- Owner, nor in time of war, but in a.manner to.be prescribed by law. Sy
: Right against Unreasonable Search and Seizure. . S i . R
e ‘The right.. K’g_ple to_be_ secure ‘in their persons, houses, papers and effects,
unreasonable searches a rés; shall not beviolated, and no Warrants shall issue,” but
“.able cause, suppor ‘g Y icul cribing

= " and the persons or things to be s

mi ht to Protection of Persons.qnd operty. 4§ e ST ; . i
g No person shalli be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless o

.- presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in:the land or naval forces, o in

“the Militia, when in actual service, in time of War or public danger; nor shall any person be subject
for the same offense, to be twice putin jeopardy of life or limb nor shall be compelled in any. Crim-
inal Case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due proe-
ess of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, ‘without_just compensation. :

: ;Kightsof Persons Accused of Crime. - e il : :
= “In._all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial,

by .an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, whichdis-

tricts. shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of

the ‘accusation; to be confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for ob-

s taining Witnesses.in his favor, and fo have the Assistance of Counsel for his defense.

. ;Right of Trf‘al;by Jury.i. : :
e In suits at common law, where'thevaluein controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right

. of trial by jury shall:be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-examined in any °

Court of the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.

8 mlght to Protection Against Excessive Fines, Bail, Punishment. ;

E el Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual

punishment inflicted.

z iRi 1115 not enumerated retained by the people. ;
g B The enumeration in the Constitution of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or dis=
parage others retained by the people.

e iqights reserved to.the States and the People. i
; The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to
the States; are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. i
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THE ' ,
PROTESTANT MAGAZINE

WE ARE RESOLVED, WITH THE GRACE OF GOD, TO MAIN-
TAIN THE PURE AND EXCLUSIVE PREACHING OF HIS HOLY
WORD, SUCH AS IT IS CONTAINED IN THE BIBLICAL BOOKS
OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT, WITHOUT ADDIN G ANY-
THING THERETO THAT MAY BE CONTRARY TO IT.— From
the Protest at the Diet of Spires, April 19, 1529.

Vol. VII November, 1915 No.. 18

CARNAL weapons cannot be used to any advantage
in a spiritual warfare. When Peter cut off the ear of
the high priest’s servant, Christ rebuked him and
healed the wound. *When a church in alliance with
the state employs the secular power to enforece its doc-
trines by punishing heretics, it repudiates the essen-
tial idea of Christianity. 'Those who would command

fire to come down from heaven and devour the op-

posers, do not know what manner of spirit they are of.

. ALL knowledge of spirittial things comes to us
through revelation. Human ‘wisdom cannot fathom
the divine purpose. “ The things of God none know-
eth, save the Spirit of God.” The Bible is the channel
for the revelation of the things which could not other-
wise be known to men. In it God speaks to his chil-
dren and makes known the way of salvation. To ex-
alt tradition above the Bible as being “ more clear and
safe ” is to place man above God. To accept tradition
in the room of the Bible means to make void the com-
mandments of God. Back to the Bible is the call of
Protestantism. ’

(517)
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The Bravest Americans [ Know http://csda.us/editorial.html

| Creation 7th Day @ Adventist Church
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"They Were the Bravest,
Most Committed Americans I Know"

Printed in The New York Times, March 28, 1993, section 4, page 14. v

+ To the Editor:

In coverin‘g the tragic armed conflict between the Federal Government and the Branch Davidians at
Waco, Tex., wire services have identified the cult as a "splinter group of the Seventh Day Adventist
Church.” Since the mass media also use David Koresh to preach their own gospel against "religious
zealots," some might suspect the Seventh Day Adventists of a similar cultic trend.

As a priest of the Orthodox Church who writes on religion and culture, I am hardly a missionary for the
Seventh Day Adventists. In the Vietnam War, however, I served as an Army medic with many S.D.A.s,
as they were called. As conscientious objectors, these young men refused to bear arms but agreed to
serve as medical personnel. Most of those I trained and served with were black Southerners.

Vegetarian, cheerful, stolidly faithful to their tradition, they were harassed mercilessly by drill
instructors, who routinely insulted their beliefs. Some were chosen to participate in a "white coat"
program, where they served as human subjects for what they thought was humanitarian research. Later,
the program was identified as a facet of our germ warfare program. (Cynics point out the Seventh Day
Adventists were chosen as guinea pigs because their beliefs forbid them to bring suit in civil court
[see Adventist source quoted below].)

Most often, Seventh Day Adventists were sent to combat units, where without even a sidearm they
crawled directly into enemy fire to patch the wounded and retrieve the dead. Their casualty rates were
among the highest of the war. There are names of Seventh Day Adventists etched in the wall of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Their memory is seared into those hapless cynics who served with them.
They were the bravest, most committed, most heroic Americans I have ever known.

Given that they openly confessed Jesus as Lord, a habit the mass media find annoying, I guarantee that -
Hollywood or the secular press will never tell their story as a counterweight to people like David
Koresh. But to honor the memory of those whose faith led them to die, rather than take up arms, we can
spare the S8eventh Day Adventists in condemnation of cults.

Anthony Ugolnik

Elijah Kresge Professor
Franklin & Marshall College
Lancaster, Pa., March 20, 1993

"Now I want to state 2 little further upon the principle that no Christian, being a citizen of the
kingdom of God, can of right start any procedure in connection with civil government. After it is
started by the government itself, that is another questiion . . . I repeat therefore, that upon the
principles which govern kingdoms and governments, the very principle of the law in heaven, or
law in earth, a Christian cannot start any procedure in connection with civil government. And of
all Christians, SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS cannot do it. The very keeping of the

Sabbath forbids it."
A.T. Jones, 1895 General Conference Bulletin, page 28.

Historic SDA quotes regarding bringing suit in civil court
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

Thas is to certify that the records of the Patent and Trademark Ofhce show that an application
was filed in said Office for registration of ‘the Mark: shown herein, a copy of said Mark and

pertinent data from the Application being annexed heretn and made 2 past heceof,

And there having been due compliance with the requirements of the taw and with the

regulations prescribed by the Commissionec of Patents and Trademarks,

Upon examination, it appearcd that the applicant was entitled to have said Mark :cg,iste;:cd
under the Trademark Act of 1946, and the said Mark has been duly registered this day in the
Patent and Trademark Office on the

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

to the registrant named herein.,

This registration shall remain in foree for Twenty Years unless sooner terminated as
provided by law.

In Testimony Whereof I have herconto sct
my haad and cansed the seal of the Patent
and Trademark Office to be afbred this
tenth day of November, 1981.

COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADTMARKS

1177185
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Int, Cls.: 16, 36, 41 and 42

Prior U.S. Cls.: 38, 100, 102 and 107
Reg. No. 1,177,185
United States Patent and Trademark Office Registered Nov. 10, 1981

TRADEMARK
SERVICE MARK
Princips! Regjster

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

General Confarence Corporation of Seventh-Day  HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE LEYEL; FiLm

! Advemisiy (Disteict of Columbia corporation) . PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION  SER.
. 8840 Exstern Ave,, NW. VICES. in CLASS 41 (U.S. CL. 107),
i Washingion, D.C. 20012 Irst use 1994; in commerce 1594,

Foe: RELIGIOUS BOOKS, MAGAZINES, For: HEALTH CARE SERVICES—NAMELY,

PAMPHLEYS, NEWSLETTERS, BROCHURES, HOSPITAL, DENTAL, PHARMACEUTICAL,
ENCYCLOPEDIAS. DICTIONARIES. COMMEN- NURSING HOME, AND MEDICAL LABORA.-
TARIES, FLIERS, BULLETINS, YEARBOOKS.,  TORY SEKVICE&.gCONDUC‘HNG RELIGIOUS
! BOOKLETS AND BIELES, in CLASS 16 (US CL ) gusERVANCES. AND  MISSIONARY SER.

38). A% (s i 4
First use 1361: in commerce 1861. ICES. in CLASS 42 (U.S. €. 100).

For: ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRA. First we 1860; in commerce 1860.
. TION OF EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE AND
- DENEFTT PROGRAMS AND MEDICAL [NSUR. Ser. No. 261,134, filed May 7, 1970,
ANCE PROGRAMS. in CLASS 36 (U.5. €1, 102),
First use 1973; in commerce 1973, '
for: EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION SER.
VICES IN ACADEMICS AT GRADE SCHOOL.  BRUCE A. TASSAN. Examinec

MARTIN MARKS, Primacy Examiner
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fthe MarkZhown herein, a copy of said Mark and

:‘ R 3 B
pestinent data from the Application being annexcd hereto and made 2 past hereof,

And there having been duc compliaace with the requirements of the law and with the
regulations prescribed by the Commissione of Patents and Trademarks,

Upon examination, it appcarcd that the applicant was entitled to have said Mark xcgistﬁcd
under the Trademark Act of 1946, and the said Mark has been duly registered chis day in the
Patent 1nd Trademark Office ou the

PRINCIPAL REGISTER

to the registrant named herein,

This registration: shall remain in force for Twenty Years unless sooner terminated as
provided by law. '

subject of examination and discussion, even if it is through the contempt placed
upon it. The minds of the people must be agitated. Every controversy, every
reproach, every slander, will be God's means of provoking inquiry, and

"God means that testing truth shall be brought to the front, and become a
awakening minds that otherwise would slumber." 5T 453.

In Testimony Whereof I have hercunto set
my haad and caused the seal of the Patent
and Trademark Office to be affixed this
tenth day of Novcember, 1981.

Lttity

) COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS

"I saw all that 'would not receive the mark of the beast, and of his Iage, in v
their foreheads or in their hands,' could not buy or sell.[REV. 13: 15--17.] I saw
@a number 666) of the IMAGE BEAST was made up;[REV. 153:718.} .°

N o

s e g .y ' | WLF 19.

1516 8273272 PAGE. 11 5
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"We are Seventh-day Adventists, and ot this name we are¢ never to be

INU 11all© WILICII WE Cdll LdKE W11l DE dppropridic outn tnat wnicn accords wiin
our profession and expresses our faith and MARKS US a peculiar people. The
name Seventh-day Adventist is a standing rebuke to the Protestant world.
Here is the line of distinction between the worshipers of God and those who
worship the beast and receive HIS MARK. The great conflict is between the

commandments of God and the requirements of the beast...." 1T 223, 224.
Int, Cls.: 16, 36, 41 and 42

Prior US. Cls.: 38, 100, 102 and 107

Reg. No. 1,177,185

United States Patent and Trademark Office Registered Nov. 10, 1981

TRADEMARK

SERVICE MARK
Principal Register

"We are Seventh-day Adventists.... It is the name the Lord has given us.”
Letter 110, 1902. spyENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

i

H

1
.

ashamed. As a people we must take a firm stand for truth and righteousness.

Thus we shall glorify God." Letter 106, 1903.

General Confarence Corporation nof Seventh-Day
Advemists (District of Columbia corporation)

6840 Eastern Ave., NW.

Washingion, D.C. 20012

Foe: RELIGIOUS BOOKS, MAGAZINES,
PAMPHLETS, NEWSLETTERS, BROCHURES,
ENCYCLOPEDIAS. DICTIONARIES. COMMEN-
TARIES. FLIERS,  BULLETINS, YEARBOOKS.
BOOKLETS AND BIBLES, in CLASS 16 (U.S. CL.
33).

First use 1361; in commerce 1861.

For: ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRA-
TION“OF EMPLOYEE HEALTH CAREAND
BENEFIT PROGRAMS AND MEDICAL INSUR-
ANCE PROGRAMS. in CLASS 36 (U.S. Cl. 102).

First use 197); in commerce 1973, i

For: EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION SER- -
VICES IN ACADEMICS AT GRADE SCHOOL.

HIGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE LEVEL; FILM _i

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION SER.

VICES. in CLASS 41 (U.S. CL. 107). :
First uie 1894; in commerce 1994, )
For: HEALTH CARE SERVICES—NAMELY, 1

HOSPITAL, DENTAL. PHARMACEUTICAL.

NURSING HOME, AND MEDICAL LABORA-

TORY SERVICES; CONDUCTING RELIGIOUS

HSERVAN > AND MISSICOMA
Mﬂ: (U.S. CL. 100).
Flrst use 1860; in commerce 1860,
Ser. No. 261,134, filed May 7, 1980,
B
MARTIN MARKS, Primary Examincr

BRUCE A. TASSAN. Ezamines

"Let the principle once be established in the United States that the church may
employ or control the power of the state; that RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES 4

may be enforced by secular laws . . . and the triumph of Rome in this country is
assured." GC 581. | il £

"I saw the nominal [in name only] church and nominal [in name only]
Adventists, like Judas, would betray us to the Catholics to obtain their
influence to come against the truth. The SAINTS thern will be AN OBSCURE
PEOPLE, little known to the Catholics; but the churches and nominal
Adventists who know of our faith and customs . . . will betray the saints and
report them to the Catholics . . . ." Spalding and Magan Collection, page 1.

MAR 27 '97 15:48

1516 6279272 PRGE. 12



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent: and Trademark Office

Address : COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS
Washington, D.C. 20231

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION UNDER SECTION 12(a)

1. Ser. No.: 2. Mark:
261134 SEVENTH-DAY AINMENTIST

3. Applicant: ' 4.. Publication Date:
GCeneral Conferencs Corporatien of - Aug. 18, 1781
Seventh-Day &dventists

The mark of the application above identified appears to be entitled to registration. The
mark will, in accordance with Section 12(a) of the Trademark Act of 1946, be
published in the Official Gazette on the date indicated above for the purpose of
opposition by any person who believes he will be damaged by the registration of the
mark. If no opposition is filed within the time specified by Section 13 of the Statute or
by rules 2.101 and 2.102 of the Trademark Rules, the Commissioner of Patents and
Trademarks may issue a certificate of registration.

Copies of the trademark portion of the Official Gazette containing the publication of the -
mark may be obtained at >, 75 each for domestic orders, orat =3, .45 each
for foreign orders from: . : : >

The Superintendent of Documents

U.S. Government Printing Office

Washington, D.C. 20402

By direction of the Commissioner.

5. Send correspondence to:




AO 120 (Rev 4/82)

W’:'*‘-s/—-,-_,, 2
TO: REPORT ON THHFAX CORPCRImcH
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks FILING (R DETERM.%N_ATION OF AN
Washington, D.C. 20231 ' ACTIOI* REGARDING A PATENT
: s

e In compliance with the Act of July 19, 1952 (66 Stat. 814; 35 U.S.C. 290) you are hereby advised
that a court action has been filed on the following patent(s) in the U.S. District Court:

DOCKET NO. DATE FILED U.S. DISTRICT COURT
Civil 87-0274 April 9, 1987 District of Hawaii
PLAINTIFF DEFENDANT
GENERAL CONFERENCE Corporation of Seventh-Day Adventist Congregational Church
Seventh-Day Adventists, John R. Marik :
PATENT NO. .  DATE OF PATENT PATENTEE
11177185 ¢ 11-10-81 Seventh-Day Adventist
2
3
4
5

In the above-entitled case, the following patent(s) have been included:

DATE INCLUDED INCLUDED BY

gonmcd

O Amendment [0 Answer [ Cross Bill [ Other Pleading

PATENT NO. DATE OF PATENT PATENTEE ‘

i
¥

3 : APR 20 1387
4 ' V.3, MG A MR o

In the above-entitled case, the following decision has been rendered or judgment issued:

DECISION/JUDGMENT

CLERK J (BY) DEPUTY CLERK 4 DATE

§



http://trademarks.uspto.gov/cgi-bin/ifetc...2+1+M8%2fseventh%2dday+AND+MS%2fadven

’;’.?3 US PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE

TRADEMARK TEXT AND IMAGE DATABASE

(1of2)
Word Mark SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Pseudo Mark TTHBPAY
Owner Name- (REGISTRANT) GENERAL CONFERENCE CORPORATION OF
) SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
Owner-Address- 12501 OLD-€OLUMBIA PIKE-SHEVER: SPRING MARYEAND 289046600
CORPORATION D.C.
- Attorney of Record VINCENT L RAM]K
Serial Number 73-261134
Registration Number~ 1177185
Filing Date 05/07/1980
Registration Date- 11/10/1981
Mark Drawing Code (1) TYPED DRAWING
Disclaimer - ' NO CEAIM IS MADE TO-THE EXCLUSIVE RIGHF TO-USE
- "ADVENTIST' APART FROM THE MARK AS SHOWN
Register- PRINCIPAL-2(F)-IN-PART
Section 2 Limitation IN PART AS TO CLASS 16
Published for Opposition -08/1 8/"} 981 *
Affidavits- SECT 8:; SEE€T 15:; COMBENED-SECT-8 AND SEeal‘ 15.
Change in Registration CHANGE IN REGISTRATION HAS OCCURRED
Type of Mark TRADEMARK; SERVK—ZEMARK
International Class 016

Lof2..:.

Goods and Services

International Class
Goods and Services

Religious Books; Magazines; Pamphlets, Newsletters; Brochures,
Encyclopedias, Dictionaries, Commentaries, Fliers, Bulletins, Yearbooks,
Booklets and Bibles; DATE OF FIRST USE: 1861.06:00; DATE OF FIRST
USE IN COMMERCE: 1861.00.00 )

036
Establishment and-Administration of Employee Health-Care- and-Bepeﬁt
Programs and Medical Insurance Programs; DATE OF FIRST USE:

J

10/20/99.4:42



http-f/trademarks.uspto-gov/cgirbin/ifetc.. 2+1+-MS8%62 iseventh?$2dday - AND+MS%2 tad ventist

- : 1973.00.00; DATE OF FIRST USE IN COMMERCE: 1973.00.00
International Class 041 .
Goods and Services - Educational Instruction Services in-Academics-at Grade-Schootl; High-School

and College Level; Film Production and Distribution Services; DATE OF
FIRST USE-1894:06.00; DPATE OF FIRST USE IN COMMERCE:

1894.00.00
International Class 042 ‘
Goods and Services Health €are-Services-Namely; Hospital, Pental, Pharmaceutical; Nursing

Home, and Medical Laboratory Services; Conducting Religious Observances
and Missionary-Services; DATE OF FIRST USE: 1866:00.00; PATE OF
FIRST USE IN COMMERCE: 1860.00.00 :

1 of2)

2 of2 ) 10/20/99 442 PN



: INFAX CORPORATION

Bitice of ile Clerk
1nited Stutes Disteict Court
L- 3. 5. Conrcthouse 301-962-2600
it Bl Lowmbard  Street FTS 9zz-260u
Baltonore, Margland 21201

JosegPhA. Haas
;e

March 25, 1987

Solicitoer MAR3 O 3987

Department of Commerce :
United States Patent Office ¥.S. PaTET 2 TGN GRRE
Washington, D.C. 20231 -
Re: CIVIL ACTION NO. EM-87-674
GENERAL CONFERENCE CORP. OF SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTISTS
vs.

TEN COMMANDMENTS UNIVERSAL SATURDAY
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS TEMPLE

Dear Sir:

In accordance with the provisions of Title 15, United States Code,

Section 1116, I wish to advise you that the above entitled case has
been filed in our Court on March 24, 1987

0!

This is an action filed for unfair competition and trademark
infringement under the trademark laws of the United States. Plaintiff

is the owner of trademark registration Vos._&l;ﬁ177fﬁlg5ﬁf””
Reglstered Nov. 10, 1981 :

Very truly yours,

B

JOSEPH A. HAAS
Clerk

Deputy Clerk

cc: File



TM™ 318

SN 254,421, Anything Goes, Ltd., New Orleans, La. Filed Mar.
17, 1980.

ANYTHING GOES

Class 41—Education and Entertainment

For Entertainment Services—Namely, Discotheque . and
Nightclub Services (U.S. CL. 107).

First use Jun. 19, 1978; in commerce Jun. 19, 1978.

Class 42—Miscellaneous Services
For Restaurant Services (U.S. Cl. 100).
First use Jun. 19, 1978; in commerce Jun. 19, 1978.

SN 254,422, Anything Goes, Ltd., New Orleans, La. Filed Mar.
17, 1980.

No claim is made to exclusive use of “New Orleans” and
“French Quarter™ apart from the mark as shown in the drawing.

Class 41—Education and Entertainment
For Entertainment Services—Namely, Discotheque and
Nightclub Services (U.S. CI. 107).
First use Jun. 19, 1978; in commerce Jun. 19, 1978.

Class 42—Miscellaneous Services
For Restaurant Services (U.S. CL 100).
First use Jun. 19, 1978; in commerce Jun. 19, 1978.

SN 254,816. General Electric Company, Worthington, Ohio.
Filed May 29, 1980.

BZN

Class 3—Cosmetics and Cleaning Preparations
For Cubic Boron Nitride Abrasives for Use in Abrasive Tools
(US. ClL 4).

First use Feb. 16, 1977; in commerce Feb. 16, 1977.

Class 7—Machinery

For Tool Blanks and Inserts Made from Cubic Boron Nitride
(U.S. CL 23).

First use Dec. l6.' 1976; in commerce Dec. 16, 1976.

OFFICIAL GAZETTE

N

AUGUST 18, 1981

SN 257,203. Golden Nugget, Inc., Las Vegas, Nev. Filed Apr. 8,

1980.

WE’RE GOING TO MAKE
ATLANTIC CITY FAMOUS.
- AGAIN.

For the purpose of registration only, and not in derrogation or
diminution of any common law or other rights applicant may
have, or may hereinafter acquire, applicant disclaims the words
*“Atlantic City” apart from the mark as shown.

Class 41—Education and Entertainment
For Casino Services (U.S. CL 107).
First use Aug. 25, 1979; in commerce Aug. 25, 1979.

Class 42—Miscellaneous Services
For Bar, Cabaret, and Nightclub Services (U.S. CL 100).
First use Aug. 25, 1979; in commerce Aug. 25, 1979.

SN 261,134. General Conference Corporation of Seventh-Day
Adventists, Washington, D.C. Filed May 7, 1980.

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Class 16—Paper Goods and Printed Matter

For Religious Books, Magazines, Pamphlets, Newsletters,
Brochures, Encyclopedias, Dicti ies, Cc ies, Fliers,
Bulletins, Yearbooks, Booklets and Bibles (U.S. CL 38).

First.use 1861; in commerce 1861.

Class 36—Insurance and Financial

For Establist and Administration of Employee Health
Care and Benefit Programs and Medical Insurance Programs
(U.s. Cl. 102).

First use 1973; in commerce 1973,

A
Class 41—Education and Entertainment
For Educational Instruction Services in Academics at Grade
School, High School and College Level; Film Production and
Distribution Services (U.S. Cl. 107).
First use 1894; in commerce 1894.

Class 42—Miscellaneous Services

For Health Care Services—Namely, Hospital, Dental,
Pharmaceutical, Nursing Home, and Medical Laboratory
Services; Conducting Religious Observances and Missionary
Services (U.S. Cl. 100).

First use 1860; in commerce 1860.

SN 261,294. Your Write Selection, Inc., Dallas, Tex. Filed May
8, 1980. b

WRITE SELECTION

Class 35—Advertising and Business
For Custom Printing Services (U.s. CL 101).
First use Apr. 7, 1980; in commerce Apr. 21, 1980.

" Class 42—Miscellaneous Services

For Retail Store Services in the Field of Stationery, Cards, and
Gift Items (U.S. CL 101).
First use Apr. 7, 1980; in commerce Apr. 21, 1980.

{  Priority Gl
: 450,676, Med Feix
1981, expires Feb.
Class 7—Macki
*  For Consumwr &
- Washers, Clothes
(US. Cls. 23 amd

. Class 11—Eavi

For Refrigerauoes

SN 265,898 Leo ¥
1980.

Class 21—Hous
. For lnswlwtmg B
Bottles (US. Cis 2
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3 Ehgxax!sty for Relief and
Development Aid—=. All assist-
ance for refief granted bv ADRA s
intended for communitics, families,
and individuals in need. Employees
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church organization are considered
the responsibility of the employing

b. Eligibility for assistance for
development of minor and major
health care and educarional projects
provided by ADRA International
shall be determined through the
ADRA Regional Committees.

6. Requests for Assistance—All
requests for assistance shall be
placed through regular ADRA
channels. When aid is requested in
the form of cash or materials pur-
chased by ADRA Intemnational, it
shall be granted on the basis of the
requesting organization providing
funds on a sharing basis as deter-
mined by the ADRA International
board.

H 25 30 Reporting—1. The exec-
utive director of ADRA at the
division level shall be responsibie
for reporting to the donor agencies
and ADRA International.

- 2. A uniform system of reporting

.shall be used in the ADRA organi-

zation.

3. At the annual meeting of the
board of directors, the following
shall be presented:

a. A status report on the activi-

ties of the worldwide operation’

covering all projects and programs
currently operative, irrespective of
the source of funding and the area in
which it is used.

b. A report on the submissions
for assistance that have been made
to donor agencies.

c. An annual financial state-
ment.

d. Approval of the budget.

4. Copies of minutes of division

ADRA agencies shall be filed with.

ADRA International.

H 25 35 Constitution and
Bylaws—ADRA Intemnational shall
operate and be administered in
harmony with its Constitution and
Bylaws which are approved by the
General Conference.

H 25 40 Biblical Perspectives—
The following Biblical perspectives
are the basis for the church’s activi-
ties in the areas of development and
relief aid:

1. God sent Jesus Christ into a
sinful and evil world in order to
answer human need and show a new
way of life that would demonstrate
the principle of love in all human
relationships: John 3:16; Luke
19:10; Luke 10:27.

2. Jesus Christ showed special
concern for the very poor, the
despised and the degrived. He con-
demned those who failed to respond
to their situation: Luke 4:18; Luke
20:47; Luke 12:21.

3. The New Testament con-

demas the use of cazezores or
soeps of people a5 3 basis for
peed: Mark 16:15; Col. 3:11; Rom.
373,

4. Jesus Chnst, mHlsmmanvm
and in the commission to the
church, regarded man as a whole,
offering healing, teaching, and sal-
vation so that the image of the
Creator might be restored in man:
Luke 4:40, 43; Col. 3:10; Luke
10:9.

5. The church is called to give

itself to the world in a redeeming,

healing ministry: John 12:5; James
2:15, 16: 1 John 3:16.

6. The end-time brings cruei and
evil distortions in the social fabric, a
condition deplored in the world and
by its Lord, and to which the church
responds by identifying the causes
and seeking to relieve those harmed
by injustice: James 5:1-6; Isa. 58:6,
7: Rev. 3:17.

7. Christianity acts as a catalyst
in social and political change, yet
the church does not seek political
involvernent or economic advan-
tage through its ministry and mis-
sion: John 18:36; Acts 4:34; Amos
8:4.

® SAWS/Adventist Development
and Relief Agency—Reorgani-
zation

VOTED, 1. To approve the reor-
ganization of what is now known as
the Seventh-day Adventist World
Service under the new nomencla-
ture Adventist Development and
Relief Agency, Inc. (ADRA Inter-
national).

2. To adopt as a provisional
document the following revision of
the SAWS/ADRA bylaws, and
direct that it be listed for further
consideration by the 1984 Annual
Council. [Bylaws are omitted
here.—Editors}

® Trademark—Seventh-day

Adventist—Guidelines

VOTED., To adopt the following
report of the ad hoc. SDA Trade-
mark Committee as guidelines and
procedures for possible future
insertion into the GC/NAD Working
Policies.

1. Guidelines

Church trademarks, such as
‘*Seventh-day Adventist,”’
‘*Adventist,”” and “‘Ministry,"’
may be used only in connection with
denominational ministries and non-
commercial activities of approved
lay and professional groups. Use of
these trademarks shail be controlled
by the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists through its
Trademark Committee. Church
trademarks shall not be used in any
manner that will jeopardize the
church’s tax-exempt status.

2. Procedures

a. Existing Entities: Church
entities that have denominational
status and are inciuded in the
Seventh-day Adventist Yearbook at
the time of adoption of this pohcy

b. New Denominational Adm.m

_ istrative Entities: New administra-

ol apply
for denominational stams (see NAD
C 47), the Retirement Plan Commit-
tee shall refer all applications of
institutions using one of the trade-
marks to the Trademark Committee
of the General Conference for clear-
ance before the application is
approved by the Retirement Plan
Committee.

d. Local Churches: Local
churches and companies may use
the trademarks in their ministries
once their status has been approved
by the local conference or mission.

e. Lay Groups: Lay and profes-
sional groups must apply for written
permission to the secretary of the
Trademark Commitice of the Gen-
eral Conference. The articles and -
bylaws of such groups must indicate
that they are independent of the
church and are not its agents. After -
receipt of written notice of General
Conference approval, such groups
may use the trademarks solely for
noncommercial purposes.

f- Revocation of Permission: For
cause the General Coaference Com-
mittee may revoke permission of
any denominational entity or lay
group to use the trademarks. **For
cause™’ includes, but is not limited
to, conflict with the objectives or
doctrines of the church as deter-
mined by the General Conference
and commercial use by nonchurch

groups. !

3. Internal Procedure of SDA

Trademark Committee
. Requests for Use of 'a Church
Trademark

1) Trademark Committee con- -
siders request.

2) If Trademark Committee
approves, it sends request to offi-
cers for consideration. :

3) If officers approve, Trade- 7.
mark Committee nouﬁcs General -

4) Trademark Commmec sends
written notice of approval to appli- -
cant.

b. Evaluation of Unauthorized .
Use of a Church Trademark Ly

1) Trademark Committee evalu-
ates problem, with input from -
Office of General 1 and

2) Trademark Committee
reports to officers.

3) If officers so authorize, Office
of General Counsel sends concilia-
tory letter stating the problem and
offering to discuss possible solu-
tions. :

4) Ifresponse isncgative, Trade-

5) ‘If trademark counsel reccives
ncgative response, Trademark
Committee and officers reconsider
the situation for possible litigation
or other action.

pzae 2|
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. Bevocsnon of permmesion S

follow the same besit poceher 2
outlined in subsectom b, of dhe
internal procedure. wih Soal aci
on revocation, howewver. vosed *-a«-
the General Cooference Commit-
tee.

4. Divisions other than Nenk
America are requesied o take
appropriate actions in harmoay with
these guidelines.

® A Statement on Theolegicsl
Freedom and Accountabifity

VOTED. To accept the foilow-
ing, A Statement on Theplogscal
Freedom and Accountability s a
study document and give further
study to the document and w0 the
possibility of presenting it in the
form of two documents for adoptica
by the 1984 Annual Council. Sug-
gestions for additions, deletions. or
changes should be addressed to the
Vice-President, who is the advisor
to the Education Department,
before March 1, 1984. A committee
appointed by the General Confer-
ence officers will then review the
document together with the recom-
mendations received and prepare it
for presentation to the 1984 Annual
Council. [A 12-page statement that
followed offered guidelines appli-
cable both to ministers and employ-
ees in teaching positions.—Editors]

8 Central African Union—Reor-
ganization

VOTED. To approve the request
of the Africa-Indian Ocean Division
to reorganize the territory of the
present Central African Union as
follows:

1. Reorganize the five local
fields in Rwanda into three local
ﬁelds.

2. Organize a new union for the
territory of Rwanda with headquar-
ters in Klgaln

3. Reorganize the two local
fields in Burundi into a single field
attached directly to the Africa-
Indian Ocean Division.

General

8 Church Hymnal Committee
Report

C. L. Brooks and Wayne Hooper
gave details of the criteria gov-
eming the choice of materials to be
included in the forthcoming
Seventh-day Adventist Hymnal,
among which were the iollowmg

The selections were chosen for
their suitability for congregational
singing, their appeal to the \ouLh of
the church and the different cultures
represented in our congregations.
the soundness and full representa-
tion of doctrine. and for their recent
composition (since 1941). Care was
also taken to include the selections
from the great music of Christen-
dom and the best in early Advent
hymns.

About 300 of the hymns in the
present Church Hymnal have been
retained. about the same number
deleted. and 165 new ones have
been added. The preparation of the
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Christian citizensh

By JOHN V. STEVENS, SR.

The unholy alliance between church
and state is the ultimate rejection
of God’s providential love.

People flee oppressive governments to find freedom. They
crave citizenship in a congenial country where a citizen is
free, with rights, responsibilitics, and loyalties.

Christ recognized our duty to Caesar. Citizenship
demands that loyalty be given to one’s state.

But Christians have a higher citizenship also. “*Our
citizenship is in hecaven’ (Phil. 3:20, N.1.V.). Because of
this, Peter, when ordered to stop preaching. replied, **We
ought to obey God rather than men’" (Acts 5:29). His
ultimate loyalties were to heaven, not to Judea or Rome. He
was, like Paul, an ambassador for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).
whose *‘kingdom is not of this world™ (John 18:36).

He who is loyal to God’s kingdom and is His ambassador
will not entangle *‘himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier’” (2 Tim.
2:4). An ambassador attends to the affairs of his own
government, protecting the interests and rights of those
visiting from his nation. In the same way we are to protect
religious freedom by communicating with our legislators and
by voting to put into office those who will uphold these
liberties.

In the United States some political activists have forgotten
the nature of Christ’s kingdom. They believe religious laws
will bring the blessings of heaven on this nation by
developing an outward conformity to what they conceive to
be God’s will, even though it is void of inward faith and a
willing spirit.

But enactment of such laws binds *‘consciences of men in
regard to their religious privileges,”” marking ‘‘national
apostasy’’ and bringing “‘national ruin’ (The SDA Bible
Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on Rev, 14:9-12,
p. 977). A similar movement ended up crucifying Christ.

This is how the beast power developed in the early
centuries. Professed Christians allied themselves with
Rome’s government, trampling rights of conscience of those
who differed, even killing millions.

The modern church-state marriage promises to restore
God’s law. In reality it will do just the opposite. The
fulfilling of the law is to love God supremely and one's
neighbor as himself. How can love exist in the atmosphere of
coerced conscience and forced religious behavior?

The unholy alliance between church and state is the

ultimate rejection of God’s providential love and is the .

acceptance of Satan as ruler and provider. Breaking those

John V. Stevens, Sr., is director of the Religious Liberty
Department of the Pacific Union Conference.

shackles. following the Revolutionary War political teaders
rose to prominence. dramatically shifting the nation 1
religious freedom and church-state sep'lramm The United
States, as predicted by God, experienced a unigue mw*«m»
ment in history—a nation without a king and a chesch |
without a pope.

The Bill of Rights in our Constitution guaranteed {reednes -
of religion to those who desired it and freedom from religion &
to those who did not want it. Government was net to be
entangled with religion or religion with governmen:. This :
brought peace, prosperity, and liberty. The Founders wanted |
to avoid any impression that political problems had 1o have |
religious solutions.

But these freedoms are now threatened. The government
has clasped the hand of Rome—establishing wfficial
diplomatic ties, carrying out papal policics. We can see the
time when *four country shall repudiate every principle of its
Constitution as a Protestant {religious freedom| and repabii-
can government [civilian freedom].”"—Testimonics. vel 4,
p. 451. -

Recent decisions of the Supreme Court are cuuse for
alarm. In 1982 the Court ruled in United States v. Lev that
*‘to maintain an organized society that guarantees religices,
freedom to a great variety of faiths requires that soem
religious practices yield to the common good.” Ia fa
reaching implications in the 1983 Bob Jones Universie
United States, the Court said, *‘The institution’s purpose
must not be so at odds with the common comomumis
conscience as to undermine any public benefit that magh
otherwise be conferred.”’

A religious minority

The ‘*common community conscience’’ was somei
religious dissidents fled when they left the Old World
Sgbbathkeepers, we are a religious minority and scusl
aware of the evils of religion enforced by the state.

A month later, in Mueller v. Allen, the Court reinterpeetss
the three-part establishment test in harmony with the 1
Catholic Conference request. The new interpretation fzys
foundation for further government support for refizi
institutions and observances.

About the same time, in Marsh v. Chambers. the Ca
authorized tax-supported prayer in the Nebrasia Sam
legislature. *‘To invoke divine gurdance on a public
entrusted with making the laws is not, in these ciem
stances, an ‘establishment of religion’ or a step towmm
establishment; it is simply a tolerable acknowledgememn
beliefs widely held among the people of this country. ™
alarming, the three-part establishment test was
ignored for the first time since its inception.

This past spring, the Pawtucket, Rhode Island,
funded créche was found constitutional. Lynck . D
said the religious display inclusion was for the pearpese
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donation of $15. Or you may receive them free when you get 2 boxes or more of "National Sunday Law" to reach precious souls
before they are dead.

11) I've heard that some who have started faithful SDA churches according to the encouragement of Elder Robert Folkenberg,
{which I quoted for you in my mid August letter}, hesitate to put up a sign saying "Seventh-day Adventist church," because
they are afraid that a Roman catholic lawyer will send them a letter threatening to sue them. Shame on them. God gave His
obedient people that name. When the Sunday law soon comes, will they be cowards and go along with it and receive the mark
of the beast? But I have some good news for you.

After doing some deep research into the trademark and copyright laws, and going all the way to the top, I've learned
that a trademark is for the slogan or name of a "product” which can be bought or sold -- like Pepsi Cola, or Cue Tips.
Whoever tricked the General Conference into getting a trademark on the name "Seventh-day Adventist," has turned it into a
"product" to be bought or sold! Do you comprehend that? But listen carefully now. _The name "Seventh-day Adventist" that has
_been trademarked applies to the Conference Corporations, i@e legal body which will cease to exist after the Sunday law when -
_the papal controled government takes them over. The good news 15 1) Sice you, and SDAs all over the world now know that it
—ig illegal to trademarlk the name of a church, no one can legally win a law-suite for a sign with the name of God’s church op
oit! {The only way the catholic lawyer got away with it the {irst tIme 15 because both the judge, the Hawiaan pastor, and
" 'maybe the General Conference men themselves were ignorant of the trademark laws. Either the catholic lawyer was ignorant of
it too, or he tricked the dear General Conference men into turning it into a "product.”" Good news # 2) Since the General -
Conference lost millions of § in tithe and offerings after doing it, they have not been doing it any more. Good news # 3) On
my CCA video #7, I showed you that the Catholic lawyer got up in a GC meeting and told them that they cannot sue people any
more for using the name, because they lost the case to the homosexuals and the judge ruled that the name {of the SDA church}.
«/is generic, and is the name of a religion, {which cannot be trademarked.} {The judge caught what the trade ce should
ave caught}. Good news # 4) I have made a SDA sign for the SDA church which 1 pastor, AND I HAVE IT COPYRIGHTED
{according to title 17, section 106 of the U.S. Copyright Code}, so that now, it is legally protected by law, and anyone in
the world can get it from me to put up in front of your SDA church if you want to use it. Praise God! The word of God is not
bound! The church of God is not bound! "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.” Jn. 8:36. King
Jesus sets His dear SDA people free! Praise God! If you want a copy from me for your SDA church, just write and ask for my
info letter on it._The signs will be very inexpensive. {If you want a copy of the trademark and copyright documentation
which I have from Washington D.C. verifying what I have just told you about it, just send anything to help cover the cost and
I'll send it right away. God’s church is not the Micky Mouse Club. As an ordamed SDA minister, I'm standing in loyal
m church against the papal attack (Rev. 12:17)}.
12) God is guiding His SDA church, and will take it through to the highest heaven. Praise God! God’s prophet said, "T am
encouraged and blessed as I realize that the God of Israel is still guiding His people, and that He will continue to be with
them, even to the end." Mar. 203. Praise God again! "A wonderful Saviour is Jesus our Lord! A wonderful Saviour to me."

A== mravworn ]

Anyone who gets a box of 100 "National Sunday Law" books for a donation of 49 cents each, to reach 100 precious souls will
receive free shipping, plus any one video or audio on the life of Jesus, when you ask. They are in Spanish also. The postage
will also be free to one address to anyone who gets 1000 for a donation of 39 cents each, 36 cents each for 2000, 35 cents
each for 5000 -34 each for 10,000. -32-cents-each-for 50,000 or_more. C re i ested in a bulk mailing.

I’'m scheduled to speak morning and evening:

Oct. 23, - Angwin, CA SDA church. Call 707-965-9382.
Nov. 6, - Spokane, WA SDA camp meeting. Call 406-295-5555:

If you think that this letter will help others, you e
may make copies of it. ¢ o

Look what our Mighty God will do! "And now before the swaying multitude are revealed the final scenes, . . . Asif
entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son of God. . . Satan seems paralyzed as he beholds the glory and
majesty of Christ. {Praise God!} He sees that his hellish plots have been powerless to destroy those who have put their
trust in Jesus. He knows too well the power and majesty of the Eternal. . . The hour has come when Christ occupies His
rightful position, and is glorified above principalities and powers. . . Then, in a voice that reaches the assembled
multitudes of the righteous and the wicked, he declares, "Behold the purchase of My blood! For these I suffered; for these I
died; . . . And the song of praise ascends from the white-robed ones about the throne, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to
receive power, and riches, and wisdom, and strength, and honor, and glory, and blessing." 4SP 482-487. Praise God friend.

Praise God! Dear Jesus loves you! He'll take ym
Your brother in Christ, Pastor Jan Marcussen N
VW7 s § ;lﬂ \
1 want to help win souls and save them from the lake of fire by ge @0 i éﬂé)ﬂ_ 1000__ 2000 __ 5,000
thesnggested

10,060 __ 50,000 __ 100,000 - "National Sunday Law" books for nation mentioned in this letter with free
shipping to one U.S. address ___. I want you to take my gift of $ to bulk mail little NSL preachers for me to a city

which I've checked above __, or if any other in your own area, put rural route numbers, and how many homes in each one - (from
our post master), with-city, state, and zip ena separate sheet. Please send part 11 of the video series "Catholic
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5 sue
th name

Cenference Cor-
:nth-day Adven-
sland church has
)ng name. But
5 feel they are
one.

ion of Seventh-
yesterday filed
court alleging
h-day Adventist
hurch in Kea-
ited its federally

registered trademark.

Use of the tradename by the
church and its pastor, John R.
Marik, “has caused confusion
and is likely to continue to cause
confusion, mistake and dece

‘tion in the minds of the public

as to the correct source of de-
fendants’ ministry, activities,
services, instructions, products
and goods,” the lawsuit says.

But Marik said the 12 mem-
bers of his church feel the use
of Seventh-day Adventist repre-
sents “a description of our faith”
and not a description of a trade-
name. He said the church has
received several letters that
threaten legal action but has
replied that members are stand-
ing by their convictions and “fol-
lowing the Lord.”

the date on the “‘Seventh-day Adventist” trade-

page. It is November 10, 1981. From April to
981, Vincent Ramik worked with the General
1 a plagiarism defense of E.G. White. He is a Ro-
patent attorney in Washington D.C. At some

association, he or they probably suggested that

: names “‘Adventist’”” and ‘“Seventh-day Adven-

t you will voluntarily immediatély 'terminat:e the use of
—day Adventist" and that should put an equitable- finality

matter.

PART TWO OF THREE

A4 Friday, April 10, 1987 The Honolulu Advertiser

Ty

The Seventh-Day Adven-
tists’ corporation filed suit in
federal court yesterday, ask-
ing that a Kaiflua-Kona
church stop using the name
“Seventh-Day Adventist.”

The suit by the General
Conference Corporation of
Seventh-Day Adventists is
-against —the— -Seventh-Day
Adventist Congregational
Church and its pastor John
R. Marik, who says his
church has about a dozen
members.

According. to the suit, the
corporation has used the
name “Seventh-Day Adven-
tist” since 1860 and has
grown to a membership of
more than 4.5 million in 200
countries with about 10,000
ordained ministers and about

Seventh-Day Adventists file suit
against a church in Kailua-Kona

- Seventh-Day Adventists,- yet.

{sland
| News

25,000 churches. .

The suit said the corpora-
tion is the owner of the U.S.
Trademark and Service Mark
registration of the name
“Se¢venth-Day Adventist.”

Marik said his group shares
similar beliefs with the

includes the term *Congrega-
tional” because the group is
independent.

“We feel we have a right
to use the name” as a de-
scription of his church, he
said. “We feel the name is
what the Lord wants it to
have.”

Marik said he'll eonsult
with the members before
deciding how to respond to
the suit.

Int. Cls.: 16, 36, 41 and 42
Prior U.S. Cls.: 38, 100, 102 and 107
United States Patent and Trademark Office

Reg. No. 1,177,185
Registered Nov. 10, 1981

N

ard have ceased and we would appreciate confirmation to
ect as soon as possible.

ly yours,

}AMIK & WIGHT, P.C.

-

General - Conference - Corporation of - Seventh-Day
Adventists (District of Columbia corporation)

- TRADEMARK
SERVICE MARK
Principal Register

~we~will receive-your assurances -that-your-activities in S

SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

IHGH SCHOOL AND COLLEGE LEVEL: FILM

L. Ramik

Reg. No. 1,177,185

idemarks were then applied for and approved in
that year.

not think that the leaders may have the same
nship in mind that Satan has for this emerging
t he knows well that if, on one hand, he can
hurch’s doctines—and then, on the other, forbid
from calling themselves by that name,—he will
eat victory!

6830 Lastern Ave., NW.
Wishington, D.C. 20012

For: RELIGIOUS BOOKS. MAGAZINES.
PAMPHLETS. NEWSLETTERS. BROCHURES,
ENCYCLOPEDIAS. DICTIONARIES, COMMEN.-
FARILS, FLIERS, BULLETINS. YEARBOOKS.
BOOKLETS AND BIBLES, in CLASS 16 (U.S. CL
38).

First use 1861; in commerce 1861.

For: ESTABLISHMENT AND ADMINISTRA-
TION OF EMPLOYEE HEALTH CARE AND
BENEFIT PROGRAMS AND MEDICAL INSUR-
ANCE PROGRAMS, in CI.ASS 36 (U.S. CL 102).

First use 1973; in commerce 1973,

For: EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION SER-
VICES IN ACADEMICS AT GRADE SCHOOL,

PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION SER-
VICES. in CLASS 41 {U.S. CL. 107).

First use 1894: in commerce 1894,

For: HEALTH CARE SERVICES—NAMELY,
HOSPITAL. DENTAL, PHARMACEUTICAL,
NURSING HOME. AND MEDICAL [LLABORA-
FORY SERVICES; CONDUCTING RELIGIOUS
OBSERVANCES  AND  MISSIONARY  SER-
VICES. in CLASS 42 (U.S. CL 100).

First use 1860, in commerce 1860,

Ser. Na. 261,134, filed May 7, 1980.
MARTIN MARKS. Primary Examiner

BRUCE A. TASSAN, Examiner
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Do you know what would happen if you

started manufacturing photo copy equipment—

Congreg
lakekua

ppen if you started a

de—rel

and called yourself the “West Coast Xerox Cor-
poration”? You would be sued by Xerox Cor-

And what would ha
ionwi

local—or nat
tion, and called it the ““Faith Baptist Church?”’

new

poration.

igious organiza-
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Aprdld 15, -1987
AT.OHA!

Dear Friends In Christ:

We hope every one is well and happy in Christ! We are all well and rejoicing in
the Lord. We feel unworthy of His blessings, but they keep coming! All He asks
is that we obediently commit and surrender our entire life to the beckoning of
His leading hand, trusting fully in Him for the preservation of our souls.
Thanks be to our God that it is that simple.

Well, if you have not heard, last Thursday we received a phone call from the
Honolulu Federal Court which notified us that the General Conference has filed a
law suit against us. The reason is simple: We are an independent group of
Seventh—day Adventists, and they do not want us to call ourselves the “Seventh-—
day Adventist Congregational Church"”; because, they say, it is their trade name.
Therefore, they are alleging that we are offensively infringing on the use of
their trademark, with the intent to deceive others as to our true origin.

I think you can judge the matter for yourself. Here are several important points
for comsideration:

(1) 1Is the church ever to be considered a trade or business, such as a "trade
name” would imply? Is not the Gospel free? Hence, how can it be looked upon as
a trade needing a trade name, or be categorized as a business requiring a
trademark? We cannot answer for the denomination, but our congregational church

is neither a business nor a trade.

(2) The phrase, "Seventh—day Adventist” is not a name of any one church or
entity; it is a description of a faith, a set of religious beliefs, and as such
should in no way be subject to any copyright laws. For an example: There are
many separate "baptist™ churches. Again, we cannot answer for the General
Conference, but our faith and beliefs are those of orthodox Seventh-day
Adventists.

(3) That is the only name which has God—-given approval for His commandment
keeping people who are very shortly anticipating His return (see lst. Testimony
pages 223 & 224). We have chosen to obey God in this matter——the price be as it
may .

(4) It would be a deception on our part, if we did not forthrightly identify
ourselves as "Seventh-day Adventists™. Our beliefs are the same as those
endorsed by God in the writings of Ellen G. White, whom we also recognize as an
inspired prophet for these last days. If we used another name and held these
beliefs, how would thé world receive our witness? We would be accused of deceit!
We would have to admit that we were what we believe and teach, “"Seventh-day
Adventists”. We want to be open and honest about our faith——we are not ashamed
of who we are, we have a testimony to bear.

(5) How can a christian individual or church sue another believer or church in a
court of law and stand before the tribunal of God as not gullty? (see 2nd
Selected Messages page 153)

This has given you a little insight into this situation. Please pray with us

that God will be glorified in this matter. We have eleven members, and we all
firmly feel that we must obey God rather than man. We trust that God will do

marvelous things.

May God bless you and guide you in the path that leads to eternal life in Christ
Jesus.

Love in Christ from all of us here at Kona:

Pastor John, Dulcie ,and Church family

P.S. At your request we will be glad to send you coples of letters between the
General Conference and us regarding this matter. Just write or call. Our phone
number is: (808) 328-9490

, it will wound the transgressors of God’s law, and will lead to repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus

S quiver

d. Like an arrow from the Lord’
Christ.”—1 Testimonies, page 223-224.

I was shown in regard to the remnant people of God taking a name. Two classes were presented before me. One class embraced the great bodies of professed Christians
inquiring min

.. The other class, who were but a few in number, were bowing to the great Lawgiver. They were keeping the fourth commandment. The peculiar and prominent features of
their faith were the observance of the seventh day, and waiting for the appearing of our Lord from heaven . .

“No name which we can take will be appropriate but that which accords with our profession and expresses our faith and marks us a peculiar people. The name SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST is a standing rebuke to the Protestant world . . The name SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST carries the true features of our faith in front, and will convict the
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Novat, mes Tiny Church
Hawaii Battles: ~mg=ie |
: . 8 ist G nce regis-
‘ : ol vords “Seventi-day Ad-
Adventists Over p”mmm§“m*
ougn commeon i ine commer-

Trademark Use g

seek trademarks. Court ducuments
involving disputes over church

By RUSSELL CHHANDLER, o

e e trademarks are few and far be-
Thaks Reloion Weier ) . e tiveen, according o atlorneys fa-
It is only a 4-foot-by-8-foot sheet of plywood miliar with church-state litigation.

with hand-painted lettering on a rainbow back- | The Kona cas. had its genesis in
ground. : * 1980 when Marik, a Seventh-day
The board hangs in Kona, Hawaii, outside asmall Adventist intern minister, began

rented hall where a few souls quietly worship God relating *“dreams and visions,”
i teg which he said came from God, to his

each Saturday morning. : : ! i
But the sign contains a forbidden name, and congregation during worship ser-

legal battle over its use has stirred a tsunami:of - vices.
church reaction on the mainland. The case is now | v
Drew Some Objections

pending in tke U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals in _
San Francisco. ] ‘" . Local c¢hurch authorities

“What we are faced with is a Goliath vs. David “frowned on that,” Marik said in a
situation,” said a defendant in the unusual lawsuit, telephone conversation from Cali-
which pits the 5.5-million-member Seventh-day fornia, where he is holing up until
Adventist Church against an 11-member splinter the case is resolved. '
congregation. * . | The following July, Marik was

“The real issue is forcing us to change our name, flred for “insubordinaticn.” He and
not allowing any use of the words ‘Seventh-day his mother, wife and daughter,
Adventist’ because: it is a registered trade name,” along with a handful of followers,
Lily Anne Deniz, a member of the Seventh-day formed a scparate congregation
Adventist Congregational Church of Kona, widte and rented a $765-a-month suite

in an unorthodox court defense for the tiny group. on the second floor of a corrugated
4 ! .metal industrial building near Kail -

Trademark Involved g ua Bay.

A lawyer for the church corporation said that a ! Church officials issucd repeat-
trademark is a property right and the Kona cd—and unheeded—warnings to
congregation is not entitled to the church's “good Marik to stop using the name
name” becausc its members no longer subscribe to ':chcmh-day Adventist Congre-
the denominational form of government- and gational Church™ because of the
discipline. : i .ol trademark. Finally, the denomina-

Attorney Richard Johns said the Seventhday tion filed suit on April 9, 1987.
Adventist Church does not want to be cast in the. Marik. who has no legal training, a

. bully role of “a Goliath-and-David situation.” But, month later filed a rambling paper
he said, “the church belleves ‘Seventh-dayAd- defending himself and the church.
ventist’ is a unique name¢ that needs to’ be Marik's congregation did not se-
protected.” P ¥ oG - -+ cure legal counscl until after the

Until a court ultimately decides who is right, the Hawaii District Court handed down
little Kona congregation is bejng fined $500 a day ajudgment and injunction against it
and its pastor, John R. Marik,{is in hiding to avold onDec. 8, 1987.
jail. The federal district court in Hawaii issued a  Essentially, Marik argued that
warrant for Marik’s arrest and found him and his the Bible forbids Christians to usc
flock in contempt last May when they refusedlo Sccular courts to scttle diflerences,
take down the sign, “Seventh-day Adventist ciling I Corinthians 6:1-8, and that
Congregational Church,” and to stop using adding the word “Congregational”
“Seventh-day Adventist” and “SDA” in church to the title of his church scts it

. correspondence and promotion. ,»»;  apart from congregations affiliated

" Al least six independent Adventist publications with the Scventh-ddy Adventist
are churning out material supporting the ‘Kona General. Conference, headquar-
congregation. And protesters have organiZzed a tered inTakoma Park, Md. -
petition drive demanding that the denominational - ‘Additionally, Marik and Max
headquarters drop the litigation, which could easily Corbett, a Seventh-day Adventist

cost $100,000 from church members' tithes. -~ lawyer In Iouston who has taken
SOC About the only thing both sides agree on s that Marik’s ense without fee, claim that

around 1860 the church's prophet, Ellen G. Whitex~ Seventh-day Adventist is a generic
107:D3 mandated “"Seventh-day Adventist” as the “God- S e S s
itz glven name” to identify the faithful until the ' Y JED

second coming of Jesus Chr'st. The lwo basic
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I'en CoMMANDMENTS OF GOD AND OBEY JESUS, THE LORD OF THE
ERLASTING GOSPEL TO EVERY NATION, KINDRED, TONGUE, AND
EPARING THE REMNANT TO MEET THEIR REDEEMER.

Jan-Feb-Mar 1989

CALIFORNIA: Tang Hung-Chia, One of the “7000”, just ar-
. rived at Stanford University Medical Center where he is
doing post-doctoral work in his specialty. He, as a surgeon, was
the head of the ENT department of the regional hospital, Wuhu,
Aihwei, People’s Republic of China. He is very appreciative of
the pastoral care of Dr. Nathaniel Y. Yen, Pastor of the SDA
Mountain View Church. Dr. Tang was one of the students in the
China Division College of which Dr. James D. Wang was the
president during the war years. He and his wife desire to re-
study the Third Angel's message in the International Sanctuary

Research Center, Knoxville, Illinois after whcih they will return At

to the land of Sinim to finish the everlasting gospel work there.

CALIFORNIA: Elder Stanley West and his wife had conducted
. revival meetings last fall in churches in Chicago and

other places in Illinois and then down to Tennessee. Prior to

these meetings, he gave timely messages to the people attend-
ing the first campmeeting for “members” of the “7000” move-
ment, Elder West wrote us after attending the 1888-celebration
at Minneapolis, Minnesota: “...The weather was beginning to
turn cold in November. We were caught in the snow in Min-
neapolis and did not arrive home till the middle of December.
But, we thank the Lord who has, used us to give out 2000 copies
of The Great Controversy in many States in our missionary ven-

ture. Eternity alone will reveal the stars in your crown for those
who will be there because of the financial help you have given
in getting The Great Controversy to them. All praise to God...”

PUERTO RICO: It was reported that the GC has spent abouty
. $250,000.00 (Tithe Money) to pay a Catholic lawyer to en-:

force the trademark law suit. The Los Angeles Times article has
been circulated not only in California but also in many coun-
tries such as England, Isreal, Holland, Rome, Mexico, etc...."“My
aunt has been taking a neighbor to a series of the Revelation
Seminar being held at the SDA Church. About a week ago the
ngighbor presented my aunt with the Los Angeles Times article
and said to her: 'If this is what your church does to fellow Chris-
tian believers, (taking them to court, fining them, and jailing
t}i}lem over a name), I don’t want to have anything to do with
them'.”

NORWAY: “We read your advertisement in the Sabbath Sen-
. tinel about the *“7000” Movement and wish to know more
about the movement and how to join the movement..” The
Gospel Center received many letters such as this one from
ministers and members.

TAD TACTEDA NITITOTMART. [ g P e TR, P » Rl

‘hundreds of the Seventh-day Adventists are leaving the:

-Flock has nothing to do with NCC, WCC, Catholicismy:

lish the gospel work is by calling sinners out of ‘B:a‘isﬁiaz; and by
7

preaching Christ the Lord through ““The Power of the Sgirit ~ {Zec.
4:6) WHEN the disciples obeyed Jesus to “cast the net'on the right
side of the ship” they caught 153 great fishes. It is the duty of th
church to preach Christ the Lord. Why does the meodern church
cast the net on the “wrong side?” “And every day the Lord added
to their group those who were being saved.” {Acts 2:47} The
believers “brought the money and laid it at the apestles feet.”
(Acts 4:34) The secret to get more members and morsmensrisims
preach Christ. If needed, the Lord can just as easily insiruct us az
he did Peter to catch more fishes and open their, mouths o g=2
more-dollars. j f

It looks like a hopeless task when the church launches z pro-

' gram to evangelize the whole world. As the world population

increases fast and the percentage of Christians decreases iz
proportion, the outlook of finishing the Third Angel’s work seems
quite dark. But the darkness will be turned into bright lighf when
the mighty angel will déclare “She has fallen!” The remnmmsida:
not preach the Sabbath but the Lord of the Sabbath. "
The Little Flock is not an offshoot of the SDA church:Tedzs:;
el

o

and forming “Small Companies” in many countries. They
use the trademark, nor do they preach so-called: Adusstiss
voice,” ‘“‘Adventist message,” “Adventist lifestyle.”

calism, and Pentecostalism. They do not observe Chrism&;r

‘Friday, Easter, and Sunday. They do not exchange their pulpits

with other religious groups. They preach not themselves but
Christ the Lord. They do not adopt Celebration Church programs,
nor preach Social Gospel, nor waste so much money, manpower,
material, time, etc. to . make the Seventh-day Adventist Church
known through a 55-foot float with 50,000 roses on New Year's
Day at the Parade. What has that to do with the soon coming of *
Jesus Christ? ; POl DA e e R

Dear Christian friends, please join the Little Flock to preach
the Lord only. Nothing more. Nothing less.

Are You A Member Of
The LITTLE FLOCK?

THE RUNNER is published quarterly by the INTERNATIONAL
SANCTUARY RESEARCH CENTER, 407 N. Hebard Street, Knox-
ville, lllinois 61448, USA. Tel: (309) 343-0515 or (309) 289-2614. :

i N R .
Any part of THE RUNNER may be reproduced and circulated -
without ‘permission. We send out missionaries but soiicit no-
money. Please share THE RUNNER with all the Christians amd.
., encourage them to join the “7000” in everyland today. May
" Lord bless you with His abundant grace! Jess

Good Samaritan BULK RATE

407 N. Hebard Street PAID

Knoxville, IL 61448 KNOXVILLE, 0.
USA Permit N? 15

o Feb - M2
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We have fallen on sorry times when the General
Conference hires a Roman Catholic lawyer to sue Se-

venth-day Adventist believers because they call them-

selves Seventh-day Adventists.
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K CHURCH

But_if we checked throu

It is of interest that our church leadership con-

siders that even the single word, “Adventist,” to be
In the American Bible Society paper, “‘Part-

ners,” published recently, ‘is to be found a list of 63 of
the most important Protestant denominations in the
world. In the listing we find 8 “Baptist,” 5 “‘Bre-
thren,” 4 ““Church of God and 1 ““Churches of God,”

Why is this small Hawaiian group so intent on

a closed term that only an on-the-books member can
considering themselves Seventh-day Adventists? In

call himself by.
5 “Evangelical,” 5 “’Lutheran,” 7 “Methodist,”” 2

“Pentecostal,”” 5
formed Church,” and 3 “Congregational” denomi-

nations.
dozens of similar near-identities—among the more-

than-a-thousand Protestant denominations.
will explain the reasons for their faith. Would it not

be a tragedy if, when Jesus returns, there were Adven-
tists who no longer dared call themselves by that

the following documentary, John Marik, their pastor
name?
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At any rate, the very name by which we identifyi }
ourselves is als~ becoming the subject of litigation.

The enclosed documents concern a lawsuit by the Ge-

fferent name
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Subsequent to that action, the wheels of pro-
gress have been moving. Already one group in Califmr—
nia is being sued because they used for their periodi-
cal a name that had a partial resemblance to a deno-

Vincent L. Ramik is handling the case. He pro-

The enclosed nineteen pages of documents may
bably is a very kindly man. It is also true, as noted in

come as a surprise to some, but a couple of years ago

the General Conference Annual Council passed a reso-

i{3dueA IJI3yjoig I1eaq
L86T ’‘GT Arnp

lution that no individual or group, anywhere in the

world field, could describe themselves in
“Adventists” or ‘Seventh-day Adventists” without

church approval.

minational publishing association (the Review and
Herald),—even though their publishing association has
a totally different name, and their magazine (“The

Pioneer Review and Sabbath Herald’’) has a title de-
cidedly unlike that of any denominational journal.

(’Adventist Review’’ is a much d
firm of Diller, Ramik & Wight, P.C. against a small

church group of eleven members in Hawaii.
the ““Adventist Review" of September 17, 1981, page

neral Conference through the Washington D.C. law
3 (see PG—1) that Ramik is a Roman Catholic.

,,_



2El8g88: 835
cer§ECsE S8
BE-ES»s2> 2385
Ce'S=— @ 2.0 589
p="a>£by o898
® T — g = 2.
nV TCEpw—2 - — =
aaw.mou.ma aw.l
ERCE 598 239
o — _T Oh
duo.'n ~ Ke) +~ m
. T S |
aspwnems w"
QS < ot @ ¢t N
=g BBl =L
g25>830E ZES
Te= & b4 cwn
SgEXeS85 o>
8 = 8 g Ee 838E
m.y ..nm..hlma“ .MA_.L
[ I~ = [o} ®
oE88E-2g E.S
.m..n.ﬂm.l,me.m W_am...
e 87efef oP g
wgE QLY T > 2E v
0O>335Pwpd ==
T 935 ESan
W.%w QT >2> o>
0w L @HLETC m...%wh
6fo"guc zPF
% l&ﬂme‘t L
>E" .2 O o ..IdaSp
@ .m-ES50E —Twea
@Mk §E¥o E®T
eEDQB>Ewve . n
2T 8ETERS 3L 3
eMﬂMAth Wmo
T e=9 0
FgE-8238d xgR
e ;
SsS8u32E 28
Tde-ftowvsSad X

TBUOT3TIPPE 9ABY nok JT

to this present documentary makes it clear that the leaders of

the Baptists do not care whether we call ourselves "’Baptist,”

and the leadership of the Pentecostals are not concerned whe-

truth, we

“—when, in

efs, not only of Adventists, but,
?

i

, of Seventh-day Adventists
The little group on the *‘big island” (the south island) of

ther we call ourselves ““Pentecostal.”” So why should the men
harge of the Seventh-day branch of the Adventists try to

if we call ourselves ‘‘Adventists
Hawaii that calls themselves ““Seventh-day Adventist Congre-
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PART FOUR -

WM—170

AS WE GO TO PRESS—This two-page study lengthened
into four pages—and then into six! It began with a giant-
against-David sense of hopelessness,—but ends with the realiza-
tion that these persecuted Adventists might actually wind up
winning these lawsuits brought against them by the General
Conference—IF WE WILL WRITE OUR LETTERS!

SEEKING THE STRONG ARM OF THE STATE
TO ENFORCE CHURCH DECREES

Subsequent to our publication of “The Trademark
Church—Part 1-3,” we have received a 26-page copy of legal
papers submitted by both sides in the General Conference-ini-
tiated lawsuit against a local church of 11 members, located
in a remote area of the State of Hawaii. Excerpts from that 26-
page documentation are reprinted here. A copy of the com-
plete set of documents may be obtained from this publisher.
For further information on this lawsuit, see Part 1-3 of this
present tract set. [WM—-167-9].. -

Those nine members fellowship qﬁvieﬂ‘y in theirhﬁb‘wﬁ -

meeting house. They are remaining true to the Advent faith
that we all share and do not deserve the persecutory measures
that our General Conference leaders are bringing upon them.
(Especially in view of the fact that the General Conference
carries on all of its functions on tithe received from the local
churches, through a percentage allocation from the local con-
ferences. Our tithe should not be used to persecute fellow Ad-
ventists through Catholic and non-Adventist lawyers.)

This is both. an unfortunate and a shocking sitution. 4

humble, God-fearing minority of Adventist believers will not
receive a leadership decree, so it goes to the State to enforce
them!

If this method of attack on church members continues
(suing them because they call themselves Seventh-day Adven-
tists), many more faithful believers who have been unfairly dis-
fellowshipped may have to go underground as they do in the
Soviet Union: It will be necessary for them to meet privately
and not identify themselves, lest they be hailed into court!
You may be one of those affected by this someday.

Did our General Conference leaders learn these tech-
niques on their trips to Russia, when they counseled at length
with government leaders there? Several years ago, the General
Conference set down a new ruling that if anyone initiated a
lawsuit against the General Conference, or any church entity,
he would be subject to disfellowshipment. Leaders in the Ge-
neral Conference who are suing local Adventist believers ought
to be subject to the same penalty.

There is an organization called “Americans United for
Separation of Church and State.” Some of our respected lead-

. ers_in Washington_D.C. are trying to transform our world head-.

quarters into a Church-State United for Separation of Small
Churches from their Personal Beliefs. The ramifications of this
lawsuit are immense. In his letter of March 26, 1984, Robert
W. Nixon, a General Conference legal executive, disclosed that
the plan was to win this first suit against the 11-member Ha-
waiin Church,—and then go after other local groups (see WM—
167, page 2).

No matter how right they think they may be,~the end
does not justify the means they are using. And they are jesui-
tical to think and act as they do.

EXCERPTS FROM PAPERS SUBMITTED BY
THE PLAINTIFF
(The General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists)

1. Plaintiff, General Conference Corporation of Seventh-
day Adventists, is a corporation duly organized and existing
under and by virtue of the laws of the District of Columbia
with its principal place of business at 6840 Eastern Avenue,
N.W., Washington, D.C., 20012.

6. The amount in controversy in this action exceeds the
sum or value of $10,000, exclusive of interest and costs, and is
between the citizens of different States, whereby this Court
also has diversity jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. 1332.

P "TS.'Ib-m]—afte‘r“Pléintﬁf" s Tirst use of its exclusive trade-

name, trademark and servicemark “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENT-
IST" for its ministry, churches, services, activities, instructions,
goods, products and advertising, Defendants’ Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Congregational Church and John R. Marik, individually
and collectively, commenced their ministry by using the iden-
tical name “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST" for their church.

19. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ in-
fringement, Plaintiff has suffered severe and irreparable injury,
including without limitation, injury to its good will and repu-
tation, and such injury will continue to be irreparable unless
this Court preliminarily and then permanently enjoins Defend-
?nts’(ir;fringement and other unlawful acts. 11 U.S.C., Sec.

116(a).

20. The acts of Defendants, taken individually and joint-
ly, and described heretofore and in subsequent causes of action
make their conduct and this case “exceptional” entitling
Plaintiff to its reasonable attorney fees. 15 U.S.C., Sec. 1117.
The acts of Defendants further entitle Plaintiff to recover
Defendants’ profits, all damages sustained by Plaintiff and the

costs of this action. 15 U.S.C., Sec. 1117.

26. Defendants’ conduct of selecting and commercially
using the “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST'" name for Defend-
ants’ services and goods in direct competition with Plaintiff
was done wilfully, wontonly and maliciously for the purpose
of unjustly enriching themselves and injuring Plaintiff's good
will and trade identity rights.

28. By using and displaying the name “SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST", Defendants have encouraged and induced third
parties and the public into believing that Defendants’ services
and goods are those of Plaintiff.

31. Plaintiff has no plai.n., .speedy or adequate remedy at

-law-and-will continue to suffer great-and-irreparable injury for

which it cannot be fully compensated in money damages un-
less the Court enjoins Defendants individually and jointly from
using the “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST” designation.

39. Plaintiff and Defendants are in direct competition,
employ the same channels of trade for their services and goods,
and provide such to the same general class of potential and
actual users, purchasers, third parties and the public at large.

41. By using Plaintiff’'s “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST”
name, Defendants have misappropriated the good will symbol-
ized by Plaintiff's “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST"” tradename,
trademark and servicemark and Defendants' conduct consti-
tutes unfair competition, unfair methods of competition and
unfair or deceptive acts or practices under the common law
and the statutory law of Hawaii. 26 H.R.S., Sec. 480-2.

46. Defendants have made representations and state-
ments in connection with advertising, promoting and selling
their services and goods that are misleading, false, and fraudu-
lent.



PRAYER FOR RELIEF

Wherefore, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defend-
ants as follows:

a. That Defendants, each of them, be adjudged to have
infringed upon Plaintiff’s rights in its federally registered trade-
mark and servicemark “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST.”

b. That Defendants, and each of them, be adjudged to
have competed unfairly with Plaintiff and to have falsely desig-
nated, described and indicated their services and goads under
federal law.

(a) from using, promoting or in any way displaying any
name or mark which includes the term “SEVENTH-DAY AD-
VENTIST”, or any term that is confusingly similar to “’SEV-
ENTH-DAY ADVENTIST", or is a colorable imitation thereof
and of the tradenames, trademarks, and servicemarks owned
by Plaintiff.

(3) from using the tradename, trademark and service-
mark “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST” or any.calerable imita-
tion thereof in any tradename or corporate nama-of any entity
controlled by Defendants, or by any of them, and specifically
from retaining the tradename, trademark and servicemark
“SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST” in the name of the Defend-
ants’ church services, activities, advertising, goods and/or
products; ;

(7) from applying for or registering any mark the same
as or confusingly similar to Plaintiff’s tradenames, trademarks
and servicemarks with any governmental entity; and

f. That Defendants, each of them, deliver up to Plaintiff
for destruction all labels, signs, prints, advertising materials
and other literature in the possession of the Defendants, any
and all agents thereof, or any of them, or under Defendants’
control, bearing the term ““SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST"
and all plates, molds, matrices and other means of making the
same.

h. For an award of the damages suffered by Plaintiff and
the profits derived by Defendants, as determined by the
accounting, and that the award of profits be trebled, all pur-
suant to 15 U.S.C., Sec. 1117 and other applicable law.

i. For costs of suit herein.

j- For an award to Plaintiff of its reasonable attorneys’
fees in accordance with 15 U.S.C., Sec. 1117.

k. For such other and further relief as this Court may
deem just and proper.

. EXCERPTS FROM PAPERS SUBMITTED BY
THE DEFENSE :
(John Merik, on behalf of a nine-member local church)

2) The plaintiff is attempting to apply the fair trade
laws, which govern the business, commerce, and industry of
this free country, to something for which they were never in-

tended. Again, we firmly contend that the underlying basis for -

this alleged complaint is not subject to secular or civil law, be-
cause it is a religious issue between two separate religious
entities; and as such, it should have no place in a civil court of
law,

3) The plaintiff who is making these allegations against
us, the defendants, is in reality disregarding the laws of Gad, in
whom they, as well as we, profess to honor and submit to.
They very well know, that as christians, we are forbidden to
take such disputes to secular courts (see: First Corinthians
6:1-8). Here they are not only inconsistent with their acknowl-
edged belief in the Bible, but they stand guilty before God. As
a matter-of-fact they are the more guilty, because as Seventh-

day Adventist Christians, they profess to give due respect to

the authority of the inspired writings of Ellen G. White—which
we also acknowledge. Her counsel and warnings pertaining to
this are unmistakably clear (see: Acts of the Apostles, pages
304-305, and 2 Selected Messages, page 153).

4) In addition, the plaintiff who is making these allega-
tions against us, the defendants, is actually trampling upon our
constitutional rights while contending for theirs. Note the first
and ninth amendments.

5) The phrase “Seventh-day Adventist”” is not theirs
alone, as they would like to claim, for it describes a system or
set of Bible-based christian beliefs, doctrines, and standards.
One, therefore, is not necessarily a Seventh-day Adventist be-
cause of what organization he may be atfiliated with, but
rather, he is a Seventh-day Adventist because of what he be-
lieves. Seventh-day Adventism is a particular faith, and those
that conscientiously hold to that faith are Seventh-day Ad-
ventists. For.an example, -there-are-many- different*‘Baptist’’
churches,-but they all-have-a-very-similar-faith.

--B) We, the-defendants have-been-openly-candid-as-to-oug.--— -

faith.and origin. The phrase “‘Seventh-day -Adventist-has been
used with the word “Congregational” to clarify that we are
not afiliated with the plaintiff. The name “’Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Congregational Church” is not the same as ‘‘Seventh-
day Adventist” or “‘Adventist” as used alone, but it does test-
ify of a commen-profession of faith.

7) We cannot cease from representing ourselves as “Sev-
enth-day Adventist”, when we conscientiously believe that we
are. We cannot testify that we are not ““Seventh-day Adventist”
when we live, hold, and practice that same faith. Again, please
note the authoritative writings of Ellen G. White in regards to
that name and its meaning (see: Testimonies to the Chruch,
Volume 1, pages 223, 224).

9) The plaintiff’s arguments are logical, but they are
built on false and misconstrued premises. Firstly, it is assumed
that a church is just another kind of a competitive, profit-mak-
ing, enterprise. Now, is that really so? Is the church ever to be
considered a trade or business, such as a ““trade name’’ would
imply? Does anyone dare charge a monetary fee for the spirit-
ual blessings which attend the preaching of the Gospel, when
God specifically says it is to be without money or price? (See:
Isaiah 55:1.) Are not the gifts of God free? And those that
would attempt to buy and sell them, are they not condemned?
(See: Acts 8:20 and Second Kings 5:15, 16.) Hence, how can
it be looked upon as a trade needing a tradename, or be cate-
gorized as a business requiring a trademark? The plaintiff's
second and third assumptions are, that both we and they are
competitive money making businesses. We cannot answer for
the denomination, but our congregational church is neither a
business nor a trade; we are nonproftit and noncompetitive.
We are cooperating with God for the common salvation of
men.

10) Seventh-day Adventist christians believe in a living
God who rules, judges, and chastens His people. Ask the plain-
tiff if they believe this. If they do, then they are bound by
their own confession; and then, for them to rely on this secu-
lar court to solve their supposed grievances becomes a denial
of their faith. If they do not confess ta believe this, then they
have again denied their faith. Now it follows, that if they are
the ones who are doing the prosecuting; they, by their own
actions, they are guilty of denying their professed faith. And
if this be the case then how can they, the plaintiff, even begin
to accuse us, the defendants, of wrongly using “‘Seventh-day
Adventist”” with respect to its intended purpose when they
most assuredly do notl.
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WRITE - WRITE - WRITE

Your letters are needed now! If you will not come to the
aid of others who are presently being sued for calling them-
selves Seventh-day Adventists,—the day may come when no
one will come to your aid when you are brought into court by
a church-state syndicate to answer to the charge that YOU are
doing the same thing!

Qur church leaders are dragging Seventh-day Adventists
into a federal court in Hawaii. Soon the Sunday Law will be
enacted by Congress—and federal law will declare that those
not sacredly keeping Sunday—will be brought into federal
courts.

So you need to write,—but who should you write to?

You can write to the General Conference, and you can
write to the lawyers, and you can write to Marik, and you can
write to your conference and union religious liberty depart-
ments,—but most important, you should write to the U.S.
District Court in Hawaii!

We telephoned that district court and, along with infor-
mation already in hand, we now know this:

»»»»» —This-is-“Civil-fease]-No. 87-0274"—— — .

Adventist.” (8) Explain that the God of heaven gave this name
to His people, through His appointed prophet, Ellen G. White.

(9) Tell the district court that the preceding facts which,
though the General Conference may not be telling the court,—
will later result in a great turmoil among the believers if the
judgment in this trial is awarded in favor of the plaintiff. (10)
Explain to the district court that the General Conference is
also hiding another significant point: the fact that literally
thousands of Seventh-day Adventists in America and elsewhere
in the world field call themselves “Seventh-day Adventists” on
their church signs, and in their church literature,—and that a
massive lawsuit by our General Conference against those
groups will be farthcoming if the outcome of this Hawaiin trial
provides them with the precedent to initiate those larger law-
suits.

[For your information, the German Reform Church is
the largest SDA offshoot in the entire world. This writer lived
in Sacramento, California for several years, where both of their
primary splinter groups had significant representation and sec-
tional headquarters at the time, and he is aquainted both with
these offshoots and their politics and errors. The leadership is

The plaintiff is ““General Conference Conference of Se-
venth-day Adventists.”

The defendants are ‘‘Seventh-day Adventist Congrega-
tional Church, and John R. Marik.”

This civil suit has been filed in the ““United States Dis-
trict Court, District of Hawaii.”

The District Court Clerk is Anna F. Chang.

The Chief U.S. District Judge is Harold M. Fong.

The judge that will be handling this case has not yet
been assigned, but we are told that it will probably-be a “visit-
ing judge” [from another U.S. district court on the mainland] .

The Order setting the date of the “’Rule 16 Conference”
was prepared on April 9, 1987. The Rule 16 Conference met
on Tuesday, July 28, and will next meet in a few weeks on
Thursday, October 1.

At a later time the trial schedule will determine the
name of the presiding judge, and also the opening date of the

~court trial,

So when you write to the District Court about this mat-
ter, you may wish to explain to them (1) that the defendants
are merely fellow Seventh-day Adventist believers, (2) that it is

against the faith and beliefs of Seventh-day Adventists to sue-

any fellow believers for any reason, (3) that it is part of the
_historic_religious_beliefs of our Church that believers in the

more political, and controlling of the lives of itsmembers than

is our own organization, and it teaches several doctrinal errors.
(Write for a copy of our tract set that explains these matters,
along with a brief history of the German Reform Church:
“The German Reform Church” WD—1-2; also included in our
tractbook, “Trends and Developments”” TRB—310.) In the
1920s and 1930s, it split into dozens of splinter groups, and
in 1951 at a major church meeting in Holland, the primary
group split into two, each calling themselves by the same name
(very confusing indeed!): “"The Seventh-day Adventist Reform
Movement.” Carrying the full name, “Seventh-day Adventist”
in its official denominational title, each of these groups has
many members, and the entire structure has a history in the
United States that goes back at least to the 1930s.]

When you write the District Court, it is of extreme im-
portance that you not write in an offensive or demanding
styie! Be humble, but straightforward. Tell them the facts that
our church leaders are not telling them. Tell them that you are
a member of the church doing the suing (if that is the case).
Your leaders are the ones filing these lawsuits.

Also explain to the court (11) that the General Confer-
ence statements that they have had “‘great loss”” because of
that small 11-member church off ina corner of the big island of
Hawaii (the southern-mostisland in the Hawaiian Island chain),

Bible-Spirit of Prophecy teachings of our Church must always
call themselves by the name ““Seventh-day Adventist”’—or con-
sider themselves apostate from their God-given faith, and thus
rejecting those beliefs and the God of those beliefs. Explain to
the court (5) that Seventh-day Adventist believers do not con-
sider that the name “‘Seventh-day Adventist’”’ should therefore

be patented by the Church as a whole, or by any part of it. (6) -

Discuss your personal conviction that, as long as they add a
distinguishing term to the phrase to aveid confusion (such as
“Congregational,” etc.) that the name “Seventh-day Adven-
tist” should be an open and free term available for unhindered
usage by any professor of the beliefs given in the Bible and
Spirit of Prophecy who wishes to use that term as expressive
of their views. They should have that freedom for themselves,
just as you, and every other believer, desires to retain that per-
sonal freedom also. (7) Explain that our church historically
rejects foreswearing by a certain creed as proof of genuine Se-
venth-day Adventism; therefore there is no legislative body in
the Church that should be able to define—or threaten—your or
anyone elses right to use that hallowed name “Seventh-day

tional leaders and their subsidiaries in Hawaii have experienced
hardly any loss at all. How can they lose any significant
amount of money because a dozen or so Advent believers meet
weekly in their own private meeting house in a remote locality
in the State of Hawaii? (There are only eleven actual members
of that small church; several others also attend who are not on
the official rolls.)

In reality, the costs of this court trial far outweigh any
gain from winning the suit. The General Conference well
knows that that nine-member church will be forced into total
collapse, disruption, and bankruptcy as a result of a court
action favorable to the General Conference. —And bankruptcy
on the part of the 11-member church—will mean that the
General Conference will have to pay the $300,000, plus, court
costs out of their own pockets! And all they have in their poc-
kets is the tithe that the church members pay in. But, for some
strange reason, the General Conference is willing to do this,
knowing that each court victory will set a-precedent, helping
them in their battle as they initiate still more tithe-funded
lawsuits against more Seventh-day Adventists elsewhere in

—are_statements that simply_are not correct! Qur denomina-___



America. We did not have time to report it, but some of you
are aware of the fact that our church headquarters in Kenya,
Africa recently appealed to the Kenya federal government to
jail individuals who were calling themselves “Seventh-day Ad-
ventists.”

The problem is that the General Conference, subsidized
solely by a percentage of our tithe remittances to our local
churches, must have so much of it laying around—that they
have the money to prosecute in federal courts faithful Adven-
tist believers who are worshiping God peacably in their own
little churches. We do not advocate separation from the main
body of Adventism, but we do believe that each and every Ad-
ventist—separated or not—should have the right to worship
God, free from oppression and enforced bankruptcy.

WHEN WRITING TO THE DISTRICT COURT IN HA-
WAII, you will need to refer to this file data (or they will not
know what you are writing about, and will not route your let-
ter to the proper place):

Civil No. 87-0274; General Conference Corporation of
Seventh-day Adventists, v. Seventh-day Adventist Congrega-
tional Church, and John R. Marik.

Address your letter to:

U.S. District Court, P.0. Box 50129, Honolulu, Hawaii
96850.

You may also wish to write your local conference and
union Religious Liberty Departments. Here -are some other
names and addresses:

Lawyers inside the General Conference that are handling
this case (number unknown): General Conference Law Office,
6840 Eastern Avenue NW, Washington D.C. 20012 {202-722-
6000). _

Lawyers outside the General Conference handling this
case on behalf of the General Conference: Vincent L. Ramik,
7345 McWhorter Place, Annandale, VA 22003 (703-642-
5705); Roy A. Vitousek, I11,.1000 Bishop Street, 10th Floor,
Honolulu, HI 96813 (808-521-9345) [His name is pronounced
“Vih-TOO-sick"] .

Shigenobu Arakaki, President, Hawaii Conference of
SDA, P.0. Box 4037, Honolulu, H1 96813 (808-595-7591).

SDA Congregational Church, Box 271, Kealakekua, HI
96750 (808-328-3490).

A SECOND GROUP BEING SUED

As we neared completion of the above, we received a
telephone call from a member of a second local church that is
in the process of being sued by the General Conference!

Never before in history has our General Conference
headquarters been so pugilistic as they have within the past
three years or so. During that time, over 600 church members
in the nation of Hungary were permanently shut out from the
Adventist denominion, the entire North Pacific Union Confer-
ence was threatened with expulsion if they did not rescind

their newly-established safeguards to insure that another

Davenport loss would not take place, the leadership of Loma
Linda University were told to move La Sierra College to the
crowded LLU campus—and only a major outcry by the South-
ern California Conference membership was able to forestall it.

—All this as a result of direct activity by a small group of
men at the summit of leadership in our General Conference
headquarters.

This writer doubts that many of the leaders in our de-
nomination—on any level including that of the General Con-
ference—favor these actions, including this present series of
court cases to crush small Adventist bodies that do not profess
subservience to the General Conference.

Something has happened in the General Conference, and

| believe it is a small group of men who have gained control
and are running with the bit in their mouths. You will recall
that there was a strong urgency at the New Orleans General
Conference Session to amend the policies—so that all General
Conference departments should be abolished and their warkers
made more directly subservient to the top leadership. This
action was approved. Now the law suits are beginning.

While preparing this page, the present writer received a
telephone call from an Adventist believer in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. The 100-member local church, of which he is a member,
is in the middle of a lawsuit right now. The General Confer-
ence is suing them because they also have the name “Seventh-
day Adventist” in their church name.

This small church of about 100 members calls itself the
“Word of Faith Congregational Seventh-day Adventist
Church.®

Their pastor is Elder Morris Patterson. The mailing ad-
dress is P.0. Box 3481, Huntsville, Alabama 35810 (the actual
church address is 3505 Pulaski Pike NW). His home phone is
205-852-1206, and his office (church) phone is 205-851-9824.

WHEN WRITING TO THE DISTRICT COURT IN
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA, you will need to include this in- -
formation:

Civil [case] No. 87-HM-5338-EN; General Conference
Corporation of Seventh-day-Adventists v. Word of Faith Con-
gregational-Seventh-day - Adventist Church, Inc., and Morris
E. Patterson.

Address your letter to:

U.S. District Court, Northern District of Alabama, 101
Holmes Ave, NE, Huntsville, Alabama 35801.

The. General Conference is suing them because they call
themselves ““Seventh-day Adventists.”

A section of this report is here omitted. It will tell you
the story of WHY the Huntsville group chose to separate from
the Church and start their own little missionary project that
grew into a church.

If you wish to obtain a copy of this omitted material,
write and request WM—170x1.

The first letter from the General Conference, dated
February 9, 1987, informed them of the threatened lawsuit. A
second arrrived on March 11. The summons arrived on August
3. It informed them that they had to file legal papers with the
Federal. District Court by August 23, in answer to 43 allega-
tions (!) brought against them by attorneys on behalf of the
General Conference. This they did.

This summer they wrote a letter to Elder Neal C. Wilson,
appealing to him not to continue on with this unjust lawsuit.
In that letter, they offered, reluctantly, to remove the “Se-
venth-day Adventist’” from the name of their church. From
what | understand, those faithful brothers and sisters in that
small black church in Huntsville wept at the thought of re-
moving that hallowed name, ““Seventh-day Adventist,” from
their church name. But for the sake of peace, they considered
doing it.

Several days ago, on Friday, September 4, a letter was
sent from the General Conference attorneys containing a con-
sent and settlement agreement. But that letter was not re-
ceived until this week. Meanwhile, on Sunday night, Septem-
ber 6, the church board of that 100-member church met in
formal meeting to reconsider the matter of dropping “Seventh-
day Adventist’” from their church name. The people felt deep-
ly about the matter, and they voted to rescind their earlier

This study is concluded on the next tract in this series
[WM—-171]. 3
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PART FIVE -

This study is here concluded from the previous tract in
this series [WM—170].

offer to drop that precious name linking them to Advent be-
lievers elsewhere in the entire world.

Then the letter arrived. This is essentially what it con-
tained: The brethren in Huntsville were told that the General
Conference would accept their submission—if they would sign
the enclosed consent and settlement agreement. In brief, this
involves a signed admission by the Huntsville church that they
have been guilty of using the name *‘Seventh-day Adventist”
illegally, and will henceforth no longer do this.

But the church decided that it would stand by its Sun-
day night decision. They also noted that to sign the consent
and settlement agreement invelved criminal admxssmn that

On September 18, the lawyers of both parties are to
meet for the next stage in the lawsuit.

A THIRD GROUP BEING SUED

We have now learned that there is a third local church
that is facing a lawsuit by the non-Adventist attorneys repre-
senting the General Conference.

A section of this report is here omitted. It will tell you
the story of HOW and WHY this third church group were
separated by the brethren from the Church.

If you wish to obtain a copy of this omzrted material,
write and request WM—170x1.

Speaking with Ramik by phone, they were told that he
had already handled 30 cases and won them, and then added,
“If we take you to court, we will win you too.” To another
person being sued, Ramik said over the phone: “30 down, 127
to go.’

Checking into this matter further, they learned of a law-
suit that took place in California some time ago. The Church
of Scientiology had given a man authority to start a local
church in a certain community. They later withdrew that
authority and tried to stop him from continuing on with his

local church. He went to court and sued them for damages,
claiming personal financial loses as a result. Qf_thBJLCJﬁlms.thaL,___,mentl i

he could not use the name *“Church of Scientiology” as a name
for his work—even though he had been severed (disfellow-
shiped) from the body and his local church had been ousted
from the organized body, the Church of Scientiology.

As you can see, this court trial has strong similarities to
the cases now being brought into court in Hawaii, Alabama,
and elsewhere. The man was ousted from the church; his local

church was not connected with the main body;—yet he con-

tinued to use the ENTIRE church name to describe and define
his own church operation.

The judge ruled that the man could not claim that the
church had defrauded him, since it was a church body. BUT he
could have use of that name—the entire name! And so the
court awarded him $31 million in damages, and declared that
the name—the entire name,—"‘Church of Scientiology” was a
generic name that could be used by the people; the church
organization itself did not have control of that name and could
not have it—for it was a name that anyone who believed them-
self a Scientiologist could use.

And then this couple telephoned Washington D.C. They
wanted to learn more about the church patent name business,

— - —**Adventist—Review,”

since they had received letters threatening them with a lawsuit.
They were referred to the Patent and Trademark Office, and
finally got one of their top authorities on the phone.

After briefly explaining the threatened lawsuit over use
of the name “Seventh-day Adventist,” the expert was asked
for counsel:

“Well,” the man said, “I must tell you that if another
organization, business, etc., already has that name, that you
should change your name. Now, having said that, which | am
supposed to tell you, let me tell you a few more things: We
will trademark your dog’s hind leg for $200 if you request it.
It's up to you after that to defend it and prove it in court. |
don’t think your church has a prayer of a chance to prove it in
court. It must be established that the name means something
to the public. But your church is not known. It is not one of
the big denominations at all.”” [SDA surveys, printed in the .
indicate—that- the average “American -
knows little about our church, its beliefs, or even its exis-
tence.]

Then the man said this: “Let them take you to court,—
they’ll make you all rich! The name ‘Seventh-day Adventist’ is
just not a viable trademark. You got your name from the early
Adventists, and the ‘Seventh-day’ from the Seventh-day Bap-
tists.

“l know you Seventh-day Adventists; we have your
church headquarters out here on the northwest corner of
town. You people make nuisances of yourselves at the Capital
on ‘relgious liberty.” Always fussing over ‘religious liberty’ that
should be guaranteed to everyone. —If your church sues over
this name-patent thing, they will be a laughing stock. Here
they want their ‘religious liberty’ rights,—yet won't let the
little guys have it! Such lawsuits will set their religious liberty
lobbying back 150 years.”

So then this couple telephoned the attorney general in
the State in which they live and spoke with him. He said this:
“It is impossible to trademark a church! Just adding one word
changes it, so that there is no trademark infringement. Why, if
there is no other Seventh-day Adventist church in a particular
town—we'll call it Centerville,—you can call it the Centerville
Seventh-day Adventist Church without trademark infringe-

On another occasion, they spoke w1th another person in
the Patent and Trademark Office, and were told that there
is no such thing as trademarking a church and making it stick.

Earlier this year, in a telephone call with Ramik, this
couple claim that Ramik told them this: “I will be going to
Hawaii, and over there | will win a case like yours. And if |
don’t win that case | will call you back on August 27.” He
never called back. There was no court trial set for August by
the Hawaiian District Court. Perhaps when he says that he has

“won 30 already', he means that he has frightened 30 little
groups into signing papers against using their common religious
name. That is how Ramik has ““waon the case; ”—fnghten more
faithful Adventists into submission before the case is even
scheduled on the court docket. This would totally aveid court
costs, and all the General Conference would have to salary
from the tithe—is Ramik and the other non-Adventist lawyers
—so they can travel around the countryside trying to get con-
scientious believers to renounce the faith of their spiritual
forefathers, their own faith, and their children’s faith.

What a work to salary from the tithe! | think we need to
change some leaders in the General Conference.



In conclusion, the couple told me this: “We’'re beginning
to wonder if Ramik has won any cases for the General Confer-
ence over this trademark issue. He says he has won 30 already;
I don’t know of one, and no one else does either. He is probab-
ly just threatening little groups here and there so that they
knuckle under—without it ever going to trial. 1'd like to ask
the General Conference to give us the name of just one trade-
mark case that they’ve won in court!”

It may well be that our leaders in the General Confer-
ence know that they are skating on thin ice in their attempt to
gain a legal monopoly over that beautiful expression of reli-
gious faith: “‘Seventh-day Adventist.” Coerce, get them to sign
a paper relinquishing use of the name; go on to the next one:
coerce, get them to sign a paper; go on to the next one. . and
hope none of them will be stubborn enough to let it go on
through to a courtroom battle.

PROBLEMS AND SOLUTIONS

If any of these groups (we presently know of only three
that are moving toward a court trial [but two days ago, we
only knew of one]) loses their case and the General Confer-
ence wins,—what next? In each case, the party being sued by
the General Conference is the church itself, AND the pastor.
In each instance, the church had already been incorporated.
With this background information, we can give a fair predic-
tion of what would probably occur: The church would declare
bankruptcy, and the pastor would have to declare bankruptcy.
In each of the three instances, the church is located in rented
quarters and owns next to nothing. Bankruptcy proceedings
will change nothing, and relatively little loss will be involved.
Both Marik and Patterson have told this writer that they own
very little, and so personal bankruptcy would not cause them
too much damage.

Of course, the situation could have been different. The
local church might have owned property, and the pastor might
have owned a home. Then all this would have been lost—taken
over to pay for the unjust court tnal imposed by the General

Conference.
Do understand that, if each of those local churches had

not been duly incorporated,—then losing the suit might have
stripped every one of its enrolled church members of their pro-
perty also!

As you can see, it is a serious matter when the General
Conference decides to sue individual Seventh-day Adventists
here and there. It is somewhat akin to going into an area and
desolating it with axe and fire.

Do these three groups have lawyers? The first, in Hawaii,
has no attorney representing them and does not believe they
should have one. When they had to first appear at the Federal
Building in Honolulu for the first pre-trial meeting, Marik had
no idea what he was supposed to do regarding forms to be sub-
mitted, etc. The problem continues on in that manner.

The second group, in Huntsville, also cannot afford an
attorney, but realize that when they come to trial they will
have to have one. One of the church members kindly offered

We understand from individuals close to the scene,
and from John Marik himself, that he had visions and per-
haps some differing concepts in connection with the
founding of his church. The other two groups were separ-
ated because of political machinations, as detailed in
WM-170x1.

But, whatever the problems or views may have been,
our concern here is that Seventh-day Adventist believers
should have the right to worship God in peace, without
efforts by Church leaders to destroy their peace and steal
their property, as was done in Hungary.

to work on the legal papers for them and so far has managed
to shoulder the difficult task.

The third group have nat yet had to make a decision re-
garding retaining an attorney, for they are not far enough
along in the case.

Marik told this writer that he learned that it would cost
$4-7.000 just to retain a lawyer, and another $5-10,000 per
month thereafter for two years to keep him throughout the
duration of a regular trial.

The group in Huntsville phoned several attorneys and
were told that it would cost between $5,000 and $35,000 just
to retain one. They were told that the retainer would pay for
his initial legal work, and that each court appearance there-
after would be a sizable amount of money also.

Are any of these General Conference attorneys Seventh-
day Adventist? NO, NONE OF THEM ARE SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST! Not onel The chief attorney, Vincent Ramik,
is a Roman Catholic (see “Adventist Review,”” September 17,
1981, page 3 [also in PG—3, page 1]). Marik says the local at-
torney in Honolulu is not an Adventist; Patterson says the
local lawyer in Huntsville is not an Adventist.

But then, a little thought will reveal the reason for this.
—A faithful Seventh-day Adventist attorney could not tolerate
doing dirty work such as this! He would either have to quite

. the job, or—staying with it=would so harden his heart that he

would no longer be a genuine Christian.

Imagine walking into the pre-trial hearing when Marik
appears to plead on behalf of his tiny 11-member church
located somewhere out in nowhere in Hawaii. Surrounded by
quick-talking attorneys and federal waorkers, Merik has abso-
lutely no idea what it’s all about or what he is supposed to be
doing there. You are the attorney representing the General
Conference, and you have been hired to see that he loses the
case, is stripped of all his possessions to pay court costs and
fines, is ruined in reputation, and reduced to hardship for
years to come.

Because of this, the General Conference cannot locate
any Adventist that will take the job—and the in-house lawyers
in the General Conference apparently cannot face such a task.

ONE OF THE BEST WAYS THAT YOU CAN HELP is
not merely writing letters to the brethren—but also WRITING
TO THOSE FEDERAL DISTRICT COURTS.

Write as many letters as you wish,—but SIT DOWN AND
WRITE A LETTER that will be sent to the Federal District
Court to plead on behalf of those small church groups. /7 the
General Conference loses these cases, they will stop trying to
do this nefarious work.

In that letter, include Bible and Spirit of Prophecy quo-
tations that would be applicable to the situation.

When you have concluded it,—do not mail it/ Take it to
a photocopy store and make several copies. Then send one to
each of the district courts, and keep the original—so that, if
and when, we tell you of more court cases that have been
started by the General Conference, you can send copies of that
letter to their district courts also.

The letter should only include principles,—not specific
names and places of any particular court case. Leave about
half-a-page of space at the top of page one. Then hand-write in
on each letter you send out (1) the specific district court and
its address, (2) the Civil [case] number of the court case, (3)
the full name of the plaintiff (which in each case is ““General
Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists”), and (4)
the f;ﬂl name of the defense (the church and pastor they are
suing
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GENERAL CONFERENCE JAILS SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

And the Lord sent Nathan to David. And
he came unto him, and said unto him:

“There were two men in one city; the one
rich, and the other poor. The rich man had
exceeding many flocks and herds. But the
poor man had nothing, save one fittle ewe
famb . .

““And there came a traveller unto the rich
man, and he spared to take of his own flock
and of his own herd, to dress for the way-
faring man that was come unto him.

““But [instead he] took the poor man’s
lamb, and dressed it for the man that was
come unto him.”"

And David’s anger was greatly kindled
against the man; and he said to Nathan,

““As the Lord liveth, the man that hath
done this thing shall surely die!

And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, be-
cause he did this thing, and because he had
no pity.””

And Nathan said to David,
““THOU ART THE MAN!""
—2 Samuel 12:1-7

Read the rest of the story; it is found in
2 Samuel 12. God through his servant pre-
dicted that war would never again leave the

house of David. Till the end, he would suf- .

fer humilation, defeat, strife, and problems.

—Alien-armies-would-come -and-take away -

portions of his territory. To put itin modern
terminology, his organization would suffer
division, revolt, multiple bankruptcies and
seizures of property. Fire, apostasy, and de-
solation would come.

This is our portion today.

We tried to close our neighbor’s little church, when
we already had so many of our own. The blessing
of the Lord cannot rest on a people that do that. Our
future is not bright.

On Friday morning, December 16, 1989, at
about 9:15 A.M. PDT, federal marshalls entered
the home of John Marik in Yucca Valley, Califor-
nia (about 30 miles north of Palm Springs), and
placed him under arrest.

That was a dark day in our denomination, the
Seventh-day Adventist Church. It will later be seen
as a turning point in the history of our movement.
A small group of men—unfortunately the ones who
dominate General Conference headquarters—have
taken the advice of their Roman Catholic attorney,
Vincent Ramik, and for several years now have spent
tens of thousands of dollars per case on federal court
lawsuits to stop small worship groups of Adventist
believers from mesting together.

tory as a day of infamy. Men in our own General Con-
ference have arranged through the courtroom
pleadings of their Catholic attorney, for severe U.S.

-~ Governmentpenalties to beissued to those worship- —~

ing without General Conference approval.

They have placed a faithful Seventh-day Ad-
ventist in prison-for publicly calhng himself a
Seventh—day Adventist!

This is no little matter! If you or | were to post
a sign on our door declaring ourselves to be
Seventh-day Adventists, we also would be ha-
rassed and sued by a Catholic attorney on be-
half of the General Conference, and then thrust
into prison by federal agents!

John Marik had a small church of eleven mem-
bers (shortly after the lawsuit started, it dropped to
nine). Three of the nine are John, his wife and
daughter. So his ‘“‘small lamb’’ was pretty small! They
worshiped together in a small rented wooden clap-
board building away off in the northwest corner of
the southernmost island in the Hawaiian Islands. .

They never advertised their meetings, other
than tacking a small plywood sign over their out-
of-the-way meeting house, which said in plain
words that they were independent from regular

Seventh-day Adventist churches: The sign said

Congregational Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The word “‘congregational’” means *‘local church
rule,”” with no higher authority above it. That is sim-
ple enough. It was obviously a separate group. But
such a situation was intolerable to certain men: it
must either acknowledge their authority or be elim-
inated entirely. Everyone who would have the faith
of Seventh-day Adventists must be under their su-
pervision.

Yet it is an inherent principle of genuine ‘‘re-
ligious liberty,’’ that Seventh-day Adventist Chris-
tians have a right to be in General Conference
churches, and a right not to be. It just has to be
that way. | believe you can understand why. (if you
cannot, then frankly, my friend, you are a bigot.)

(For the record, this little Hawaiian group chose
a separate path because of certain domineering tac-
tics by the Hawaiian Conference. We cannot say that
all should do as thev did. but thev should have a riaht






to worship as historic Adventists without doing so in
denominationally-cwned facilities. | should also men-
tion that they believe our regular Bible-Spirit of Por-
phecy historic teachings, just as you and | do. They
ars not an offshoot.)

Then, at General Conference behest, the Ca-
tholic attorney wrote Marik a letter several years
ago, informing him that his little group could no
longer worship as Seventh-day Adventists and
the sign, symbolizing the fact, must be taken
down. its removal would acknowledge to all their
change of faith. If they did not do so, according
to the letter they would socon receive an expen-
sive lawsuit.

All this is carefully documented in our Hawaiian
Trademark Tractbooks. Within these pages you will
find the initial letters, the hurricane that followed, as
lawsuit papers were filed and they were taken to
court, plus hundreds of pages of papers submitted
to the court by the attorneys for the General Con-
ference, and the attorney for the nine church mem-
bers. The positions of both sides are clearly stated,
as well as the brilliant maneuvaer by the General
Conference lawyers to totally eliminate a court hear-

ing for Marik’s group—so they never once had a

chance in court to present their side before the ver-
dict was handed down! When men are on the wrong
side, they have to use desperate measures to win.
(The tractbooks are described near the end of this
tract.)

Following in the steps of Rome. The Vatlcan must
have laughed when it heard that one of its sons was
accomplishing so much for the mother church.

Do you realize that if the General Conference
wins on this case, you will no longer have the
right to worship God, in a group with other
Seventh-day Adventist believers, separate from
a General Conference-authorized church group?

You might wonder why you would ever want to do
so. If the apostasy in our church continues, the day
may come when you will have to worship seperately!
Dramatic changes are occurring in our denomina-

tion and they are taking.place rapidly. We.do notwant. _.

to leave, but some us may have to. There is no'doubt
that a growing number of faithful members are be-
ing kicked out for speaking up when they see wrong
practices carried out.

it is not a matter of whether we want to wor-

ship separately; the issue is whether we should

have a RIGHT to worship with fellow Adventists
anywhere and anytime we wish, free from har-
assment.

This was the issue in England during the seven-
teenth century persecutions. Independent pastors
(independent of the government-approved church)
were imprisoned, their churches closed, the worship-
ers were chased away. The only way they could wor-
ship God in peace was in secrecy in their homes.

We are returning to this right now in our church!
No other denomination in America has so cham-
pnoned ‘“‘religious liberty”’ and the right of the in-
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governmental dictate,—as has our denomination.

"At the present time, no other denomination in
America—except ours—is trying to coerce the fed-
eral government into enforcing its church policies
and decrees to the extent that ours is! Only a few
other church bodies in the United States are attemp-
ting to force denominational believers to worship only
in church-authorized buildings and under church-
paid pastors—or else receive a desolating lawsuit!

The objective of these lawsuits is to force those
small groups to renounce Seventh-day Adven-
tism! That is the voice of the wolf, not the call of
the shepherd. iIf the small groups oppose this
mandate to renounce their faith, they will be made
the subjects of a lawsuit intended to destroy them
financially and imprison their pastor.

In the book, Great Controversy, Ellen White refer-

‘red to a time in the future when the fallen churches

would make an image to the beast by coercing the
federal government into enforcing their decrees. The
result would be a National Sunday Law, with severe
penalties attached (see chapter 25 in the book).

Certain of our leaders are, in advance of that
terrible crisis, trying to do the same thing! With-
out realizing it, they are conditioning the United
States federal government in preparation for the
same persecutions that took place in
seventeenth-century England! They are hasten-
ing the Final Crisis!

We are told in Revelation 13 that the time will come
when all the world will wonder after the Beast, as a
result of the coercive work of its image power. Prior
to that crisis, we are now entering upon a time when
all the churches are beginning to wonder at the
things that Seventh-day Adventists are doing! They
are astounded at our departures from our historic be-
liefs and our apostasies.

When Jesus comes, will He find faith on the
earth? Oh, Lord Jesus, come quickly!

This entire situation is appalling. The Hawaiian
lawsuit against John Marik and his tiny nine-member
church has already cost the General Conference

over $300,000..In a letter dated April 10,1989, Ro-

bert W. Nixon, a General Conference attorney, wrote
on a General Conference letterhead that the sacred
tithe is used to pay all costs of these various law-
suits by our denomination against individuals and
small groups. He said: ‘“Second, you inquired
whether tithe is used to pay church litigation. The trea-
sury informs me that all litigation is paid from the an-
nual appropriation made at the Annual Council, and
that appropriation comes from tithe.”’

We deeply hope and earnestly pray that this
present Hawaiian lawsuit will be settied against
the General Conference. For only then can this
terrible trademark schism in our church be re-
solved.

As it is, faithful souls in the church are sorrowing,
and worldlings outside of it are rejoicing. We are all
losing because of these trademark lawsuits; there
are no winners. By its attempt to control “ownership”
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important, who shall be Seventh-day Adventists,—
the General Conference is losing much support. In-
dividual believers are losing also.

Please pray! Please pray!

There is no doubt that if thousands of faithful
Adventists would deluge General Conference
headquarters with a demand that these lawsuits
be stopped, THEY WOULD BE STOPPED!

| assure you that those faint-hearted brethren who
will utter no protests in this time of crisis, are cast-
ing their vote on theside of wrongdoing.

The address of the General Conference is:

General Conference of SDA
12501 Old Columbia Pike
Silver Spring, MD 20904
: [3017-680-6000]
We did not know where John Marik was living when he

was arrested on the morning of December 16, 1989, but
apparently an informer found out.

His wife was visiting relatives in the Beaumont-area
when the federal agents arrived. Since John was about
to leave for a chiropractic appointment, he asked for and
received permission to cancel the appointment. His chir-
opracter telephoned the present writer shortly thereafter.

John was immediately taken to the federal courthouse
in Santa Ana, California. The public defender, Dean Stew-
art, sought to obtain his release on *‘personal recogni-
zance,” but was unable to do so. Bond was set at $25,000.

He remained at the Santa Ana federal building all day,
and at 4 P.M. PDT was taken to the Detention Center in
Los Angeles.

If bail can be posted, John would be released till a hear-
ing, or possibly until the trial was completed. Of this we
are not certain. :

Sunday morning we received a telephone call from a
friend on the West Coast who believes he may be able
to get John out on partial bail. Time will tell. We will keep
you up-to-date as developments unfold.

But yesterday we learned that the federal courthouse
refused to accept partial bail; all $25,000 must be given
to them. It is now nearly five days after the arrest, and

the parents of John’s wife are trying to sell or mortgage .

their house in order to raise the money. They do not know
if they will be able to do so.

DO NOT underestimate this event! Certain of our
leaders in the General Conference are, in this exper-
ience, hardening their hearts. They are becoming the
more determined to carry on with these persecutions.
Marik’s little group is only the beginning, not the end.
(Vincent Ramik bragged on the phone to one group

in Indiana that he had already closed down 25 groups.) .

A couple days ago, a church member got through to
Neal C. Wilson, President of the General Conference, told
him of Marik’s arrest and pled with him to call off the law-
suit. Elder Wilson paused in silence for a moment, and
then replied that he wasn’t going to, and then added, “Ma-
rik is going to destroy himself.”

Hardened? These men are becoming immobilized in
their thinking! They imagine it is Marik’s fault that he
is in prison! He is the one who refused to renounce

that hallowed name, ‘“‘Seventh-day Adventist;>’ he is"

the one who refused to stop calling himself a Seventh-
day Adventist; he is the one who refused to stop wor-
shiping as a Seventh-day Adventist! They think that
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they have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars to
put him in that prison! From January to May, 1988,
their attorneys repeatedly demanded the federal court
in Hawaii to take stiff action against Marik and his small
group for refusing to obey the court decision—which
their attorneys had written for the judge to sign! (All
of this and more will be found in the Hawalfan Trade-
mark Lawsuit Tractbooks.)

THE MARIK FINE—Paople are asking about the amount of
the fine decreed by the U.S. federal judge in Honolulu, at the
time that he issued the warrant for John Marik’s arrest. Here
is that information:

May 9, 1988 was the date of the contempt order by the fed-
eral court in Honolulu. The warrant and fine were both to be is-
sued three days later, which would be May 12. As of May 12,
1988, a $500-a-day fine was levied against the small group in
Hawaii for publicly acknowledging themseives in writing to be
Seventh-day Adventists, without having received the approval
of a General Conference subsidiary to do so. Each day there-
after, an additional $500 would be charged against them. The
fine was issued “individually and collectively,” therefore it is

ONE $500-a-day fine, not two $500 fines a day. Assuming 30_ .

days to a month, the fine would accrue at the rate of $15,000
a month. From May 12, 1988 to May 12, 1990 would be 20
months. Therefore a close approximation of the total fine would
be $300,000 by the 12th of January. The fine will be due and
payable on the day that they lose the trial. They will then file
bankruptcy, and be totally wiped out. Another small group will
have been wiped off the map, but this particular victory will alone
have cost the General Conference over $300,000.

A lady in our local church here roported in Sabbath School
a couple months ago, that funds for foreign mission stations are
drying up. The General Conference seems unable to send as
much as before, so missionaries are being called home. Her son
in Africa shared this information with her. We sorrow for the
losses of our foreign missionaries. Foreign nations need the Sab-
bath message more than Sabbathkeepers need jailing. The Gen-
eral Conference has so many new types of expenses these days:
bailing out nearly-bankrupt medical systems, hiring lawyers to
wage war on Adventists, paying residual Davenport losses, fin-
alizing on bankruptcy losses at Harris Pines.

Information on the Hawaiian Trademark Tractbooks:

~ Trademark Lawsuits - to March 1989—Over a period of time
we wrote a number of tracts on this topic as developments un-

- folded. This tractbook contains these tracts. Released March
1989. This tractbook has 105 pages.

_________In addition, four other tractbooks are also avaialable. These

focus on legal papers:

Key Defense Papers—This tractbook contains trademark
tracts to May 1988, and all key defense legal papers to May 1988.
All of these legal papers, plus many more, are included in the
458-page tractbook below. Released May 1988. 188 pages.

Legal Papers - to May 1988—Nearly every legal paper sub-
mitted by both sides to May 1988 is to be found here, but no
tracts are included. Released May 1988. 458 pages. ‘

Marik Appeal Papers—First of the legal papers for Marik’s
trademark APPEAL trial. All appeal papers to August 1988. Re-
leased August 1988. 271 pages.

Brief of Amici Curiae—Submissions of three parties to Marik’s
appeal. Legal papers submitted to the court between July 25-
August 8, 1988. Issued September 1988. 56 pages.

Figure the raw COST of each tractbook at 3 cents a page.

All of the blizzard of papers submitted by General Confer-
ence attorneys (they are all non-Adventist) cost the General Con-
ference c. $150 an hour to write, proof, typewrite, and take down
to the federal building and file with the court clerk; plus tele-
phone calls, court visits, discussions, and related matters.

PILGRIMN'S REST
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flice of General Counsel

Tetephone (202) 722-6320

Seventh-day Adventists

CHURCH WORLD HEADQUARTERS: 8840 EASTERN AVENUE NW, WASHINGTON, DC 20012 USA
TELEPHONE: (202) 722-6000 @ CABLE: ADVENTIST, WASHINGTON e TELEX: 440186

April 10, 1989

Mr.

Dear Brother .

Thank you for your recent letters concerning trademarks. Elder
Wilson's office asked me to respond.

First, enclosed is a copy of the questions and answers we have
released on the question. Perhaps you already have seen it in the
January 12 issue of the Adventist Review.

Second, you inguired whether tithe 1is wused to pay church
litigation. The treasury informs me that all litigation is paid
from the annual appropriation made at’ the Annual Council, and that
appropriatlon comes from tithe.

- --If you have additional gquestions, please writec———
Sincerely,

ctcd

Robert W. Nix
Associate General Counsel



JOHN MARIK'S DREAM -
Spark That Ignited Persecution in America

(In the winter of 1985-86)

Sometime near the end of 1985, in the winter, a timely and
impressive dream was given to me from the Lord. It was reassuring
to us, for it was understood that God would be with us for our
deliverance. Yet it prophesied of a very sorrowful event: 1t
solemnly portrayed a scene of a most severe and devastating
judgement to be poured out by God upon this denomination. For some
time before this, we had been receiving intimidating letters from
the GENERAL CONFERENCE--demanding that we cease from calling
ourselves "seventh-day Adventists"! To our astonishment and to the
disbelief of many, they alleged that we were disregarding civil law
in that we were using their registered trade name. Furthermore, it
was becoming quite evident that they were intending to take legal
action. Shortly after that, I was deeply impressed by the Holy
Spirit to write a letter of explanation: Hoping to appeal to their
conscience, we expressed that it was our conscientious convictions,
and duty before God to testify before the world that we were indeed
"Seventh-day Adventists”. Regretfully though, the GENERAL
CONFERENCE closed their ears to our plea for liberty and peace;
from then on, we would only be receiving more threats and warnings
from their apparently unsympathetic lawyers.

It was during these seemingly perplexing and discouraging
circumstances that God mercifully gave me the following dream and
its unfolding interpretation: Our little independent church was
represented to me under the similitude of a pleasantly situated
farm-like homestead, which had been securely located in a rural
part of the country. By contrast, the denominational church was
likened unto a complacent residential community, which had been
conveniently but heedlessly located in a suburban area having close
proximity to the major cities. >

Now, God, having been pleased to show His favor toward us,
gave us many precious tokens expressing His approbation--precious
reminders reflecting the tender care of His love. Therefore,
having been so richly blessed, we prospered abundantly--our
(spiritual) pasture land was green and well watered. Nevertheless,
Satan had stirred some of our related brethren, who dwelt in that
community close to the city, to think and conspire evil against us.
They were not just unhappy because we were existing independent of
them, but they were very angry because we were faring so well while
they were suffering so much misfortune. Some who had been moving
out of envy and jealousy aroused others who were motivated by fear.
The latter, being afraid that we were imposing a threat to their
survival, became bent on our complete destruction. And this, they
would relentlessly seek for a means to bring about.

In the process of time, we were warned of an approaching
attach from these other brethren who were now our determined
enemies. . Being suddenly aroused to the sobering reality of an
imminent confrontation, we were made to feel the urgency of the
moment. But we were not unduly anxious, for we had found great



assurance in the promises of God. My brother Wayne (actually my
wife's brother--who also typified the other church members) and I
were together. With haste, we ran to an o0ld weathered shed (of
unused resources) which was used to store hunting equipment. Our
intentions were to avail ourselves of a ready defense in the use of
firearms; yvet providentially, we were to: be temporarily
disappointed, but only so that God would be the more glorified in
our deliverance. Conseguently, we could only find ammunition (of
Gospel Truth) and explosives (of condemning evidence)}; there were
no fighting weapons! Then it came to our remembrance: We had
never brought our guns with us to this country place, for we had
purposely left them behind with our old lives when we had moved
from the city (the denomination) to the country (our independent
churchj.

At this point in time, there was somewhat of a temptation for
us to lose courage. The seemingly disheartening discovery that we
would not be able to defend ourselwves, as we had originally hoped,
was forcing us to be keenly aware of our helplessness. Certainly,
our hope for deliverance could not rest on what we could
accomplish! With anguish of heart, yet hoping in His mercy., we
earnestly began to cry unto God to save us and deliver us from our
persecutors. We were being made to feel our vital need for a
stronger, more practical, faith in our Redeemer. Nevertheless,
while notwithstanding the temptation to vield to doubt and despair,
we obtained the victory by God's grace. Yet in our desperation and
duty toward God, we could not long remain idle.

We were impressed to take the abundant supply of ammunition
and explosives, which God in His genercus providence had made
available to us, and hastily fashiocon a rudimentary but potentially
effective bomb. We had also been urged on by His Spirit to boldly
venture ocut from our camp, to a place which was very close to but
not perceived by our persecutors. It was here that we situated and
completed the bomb. Yet z2ll along, we were earnestly and anxiously
hoping that the necessity for so drastic a measure would somehow
never become a reality.  Alsc to my mind, I had some doubts to the
contrary: I was seriously questioning and wondering whether such
a thing could ever be set off, for we did not even have a spark to
ignite the fuse.

We were now to be greatly amazed at how guick is Heaven's
intervention for God's trusting children. Having 3just completed
our necessary task, but inwardly wondering how it was to work, I

sglemnly mentioned to my brother, "If this ever explodes, it will

be extremely devastating.” Then immediately following that
statement, and to our startled amazement, the Lord caused a
brightly glowing spark to appear from nowhere. The fuse was
burning! Overcome with the fearful realization of what would

guickly follow, and fearing the great ire that would be kindled
against us, we fled. We were unable to fully comprehend what was
actually happening. God took ocur feeble efforts, which we were
forced to make for our own defense, and now greatly multiplied them
for His purpose and glory.

Terrible was the explosion! It was with varied emotions and
a silent awe that I beheld the scene which fatefully followed.
T#anmsported to a place immediately overlooking the guiet



residential community which prefigured the Seventh-day Adventist
denomination, I could see houses, lawns, gardens, and trees; it
seemed that it was near the summer's end; and it appeared as though
the people that dwelt there had not a care, other than to enjoy
their life of ease, comfort, and pleasure--seeming not to want in
any temporal thing. Then as my eyes were lifted toward the sky, I
beheld the impending judgment of an often slighted and offended
God: Falling down through the sky, was coming a fallout of razor
sharp shrapnel, descending like millions of elongated . twisting
corkscrews which had edges as jagged and sharp as freshly broken

glass. Falling with this terrible approaching shrapnel, was an
unaccountable downpour of rain. They were both falling
simultaneously.

Oh, alas! Alas! What awful judgment is falling upon this
careless and impenitent community! The sky is overcast. Terrible
and deadly are the avenging weapons of Jehovah's wrath. They are
falling everywhere. There is no place of safety for the rejectors
of His grace. Men, women, and little children are exposed to the
fury of His indignation.. But lo, there is yet a measure of grace!
Mercy is still intermingled with His wrath. For even in all this,
His indignation, there is the gentle rain of His grace--a very
befitting token of the gentle work of His Holy Spirit upon the
contrite heart. Praise God for His mercy in times of judgement.

Oh, God is a Fair and Righteous Judge: Showing mercy unto
thousands and forgiving their sins, yet He will by no means clear
the guilty--those who are guilty of the greatest offense--the
despisers of His grace. Accordingly, it is the condition of the
heart that determines what effect the spiritual rain and shrapnel
would have upon the soul. If one was not able to receive the
rain, the shrapnel would prove to be fatal. However, if one was
able to receive and appreciate the rain, the shrapnel! would not
have the power to fatally wound; mo *eover, the more gladly that one
would receive the rain, the less would be the power of the shrapnel
to cause grief, pain, or vexation to his soul. B¢, untc those
precioLﬁ souls who have not despised His mercy nor dishonored His

cmmandments, the rain would have a . sweet, converting, and

ﬂ““ﬁtlfying influence. Having Duxfeaaered tc the Holy Spirit, they

would be mﬁﬂe broken-hearted and y1e1u1nq. But unto those wicked
souls who have despised His cross and persisted in rebellion, the
shrapnel would have exaculy ths Gppasite effect. Having grieved
away His Spirit, they would only become the more hard-hearted and
resisting. Their anger, rage, and malice would be intensifizsd
according to the pain of their affliction. Then being lead on by
Satan's overmastering delusion, they would vet darse to presume that
God still favors them as His: privileged people. Being thus
deceived, they would war against His faithful gnes—-believing it to
be of service to God! Zealously, will they therefore persecute the
very ones who, having joyfully received the rain, are now to be
found rejoicing under God's tender approbation.

How as considered all this, my heart began to be afraid,

=

I
fearing that we--and particularly I--would somehow be held
i s

accountable for the terrible damage done to the denominational
community. For I perceived that those, to whom it was to feel the
awful displeasure of God, would bescome exceedingly malicicus. . Nog



their own sin which brought down upon them

considering
the Divine 1, they would endeavor to cast the blame upon

ra the cause of thelir severe misfortune and

usg, sayving
distress. 11q ‘sorely grieved and infuriated, theix ire
would bscom re vehemently directed toward us, whom they
had . initia to merely intimidate and chase away.
T fore, as I beheld the falling devastation. But
! an woul us to [bare] the burden of their guilt, nor
t el th heir indignation. Being assured of God's
£ r and or 78 could not long let this disturb our peace.
It is the D' ne mal that decrees the judgments to fall upon
the mercharnt i t Hi race. In the providence of God, they are
to be uvtterly ; 1¥ 1ittle helpless country church was
placed in t theilr apostasy, so that God would be
glorified i 5

I am. 1 ed to sav: "The dream is certain, and

ot
i

po“ sure" (Daniel 2:45).
caven and earth be glorified in the triumph
Yes! Let our Redeemer be praised! May the
[ Y: s Holy Law be exemplified in the lives of
let the gloriocus standard of rightecusness be
rthly influence that Jesus Christ, the Saviour
may be lifted wup higher than the glorious white
: Let Him reign supreme, that all may behold their Only
dnd rnnﬁ i and dying may find life! O let us bow down
spirit and in truth. Amen.

In the Master's service--a child of God,
John Marik

September 20th, 1987

[DLVER/DRM 12-16-87]
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ppeals Court Ruling http://members.tripod.com/~recsda/news-1.htm

Appeals Court Ruling

Court Ruling for Name Trademark for Seventh-day Adventist Church Upheld

Silver Spring, Maryland, USA ... [ANN] On December 18, 1996, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Federal Circuit, denied a motion that challenged the Trademark ruling of February 15, 1996. According to
the initial ruling, the Trademark Trial and Appeal Board (TTAB) found the trademark and service mark
"Seventh-day Adventist," used by the Seventh-day Adventist Church for 130 years in its worldwide
Christian ministry, to be validly and federally registered. :

Attorney Walter E. Carson from the Office of General Counsel at the Seventh-day Adventist World
Headquarters, expressed satisfaction with the Court's ruling. "The way is now cleared for the Church to
take all necessary steps to prevent the abuse and misuse of its good name," said Carson. "Our members
can rest assured that we will act with dispatch on their behalf."

The Boards majority decision came because of third party efforts to cancel the registered trademark based
on allegations of fraudulently claiming first use and genericness. In the February 15 ruling, the TTAB
unanimously disposed of the fraud issue by stating that the Church believed, when it filed the application
for registration, that its rights to "Seventh-day Adventist" as a trademark and service mark, dating back to
1863 when the Church was established, were superior to those of any other group which might have used
the same or similar designation in connection with their activities. Because "there is no proof of fraud here
... that portion of petitioners' claims must fail," the report said.

In a majority ruling on the genericness claim, the TTAB board said: "We find that the petitioners have not
established by a preponderance of the evidence that the registered trademark is generic. To the contrary,
we find that the evidence of records shows that for a period of over 130 years, the primary significance of
the designation 'Seventh-day Adventist' has been to identify the source of origin of religious publications
and services emanating from respondent [the Seventh-day Adventist Church]."

Thank you, visitor number 6.
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Gays, Trademarks, the Church

and Religious Liberty

By Richard Lee Fenn

The why of homosexuality is not an issue
here. [ don’t know why gay people are gay.
Are homosexuals “born or bred”
(Newsweek, Feb. 24, 1992)7 Is it a result of
genetics? Bad dads? Smothering mother-
ing?! Other overwhelming pyschosocial fac-
tors? Who'really knows? Gay people them-
selves say they don’t know: “For some
unknown reason we are gay.” -

The origin of homosexuality? Unh-unh.

But I will deal with its pracice.

As for me and my churchhouse, we still
believe that a substantial collection of
Scriptures from Genesis to Revelation!

really does hold homosexual behavior to be-

a grievous sin—asin for which unrepentant
members of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church shall be subject to discipline.
Religious liberty is also on the agenda
here. Religious liberty for gays and lesbians.
Religious liberty for the church itself.

Fraudulent Misuse

So how come the Marik group can’t use
the name “Seventh-day Adventist,” but the
homosexual organization can? What gives
rise to this seemingly confusing con-
tradiction? i

It all started when the Seventh-day
Adventist Church moved to protect its own
name from fraudulent misuse. ‘

¢ The “Trademark” case: In Hawaii, the
church asked a U.S. Federal District Court
to enjoin an admittedly minuscule-but

nonetheless widely publicized congregation . .
of disfellowshipped Seventh-day Advent-

ists from using the denomination’s name.

¢ The “Kinship” case: In California, the
church petitioned a Federal court for in-
junctive relief against Seventh-day Advent-
ist Kinship International, Inc., a self-de-
scribed support-organization for gay and
lesbian Adventists. Simply stated, the
church did not want its name used as an
integral part of the name of an organization
that approves behavior the church views as
grievous sin.

As I reported in “The State of Religious
Liberty” (GLEANER, Jan. 6, 1992), both
matters have been closed as far as court
action is concerned. )

¢ “Trademark:" A Federal judge signed
an order prohibiting John R. Marik and the
members of his congregation from using
the name “Seventh-day Adventist” in the
name of their church.

* Kinship:” Federal Judge Mariana R.
Pfaelzer ruled that SDA Kinship may con-
tinue to use the denomination’s name
because such use is a generic description of

the religion of Kinship’s members.

Group Vs. Church

“SDA Kinship,” said Judge Pfaelzer, “is
entitled to use the term ‘Seventh-day Ad-
ventist’ to identify the religion of the group’s
membership. Arguably, the use of the name
‘Seventh-day Adventist’ in conjunction with
‘Church’ would require a different result.
But that question is not before the Court
since SDA Kinship has never used the name
‘Seventh-day Adventist Church.’ ”

The “Kinship” decision will not be ap-
pealed, church leaders have announced.

Here's the way things stand, as I see them:

® “Trademark” holds that Marik and
congregation may not use the name “Sev-
enth-day Adventist” because theirs is not a
Seventh-day Adventist church.-

* “Kinship” says that the homosexual
support group may use the church’s name
because (1) such use is merely a generic
description of its own members who, after
all, are members of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist-Church or, lacking member status,
are at least practitioners of the religion; and
(2) Kinship does not purport to be either a
Seventh-day Adventist church or the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church.

Anonymous Letter

My article elicited a response from a°

pseudonymous letter writer. Ordinarily [
consign to File 13 any mail from persons

. whose_courage. of conviction is so.lacking

they cannot sign what they say. |

Bu this letter I did not trash. I found it
reasonable in tone and thoughtful in ¢on-
tent. Indeed, it raises pertinent questions.
Some excerpts and observarions:

LW: I do not understand why the Kin-
ship issue belongs in a religious liberty cat-
egory. Of course it would be nice for those
of us who have discovered we are gay to also
have the liberty to be religious, parricularly
in the denomination of our choice: Sev-
enth-day Adventist.

RLEF: As in the “Trademark” case, “Kin-
ship” related to the church’s freedom to
determine who may and who may not use
the name of the church. Said Judge Pfaelzer:

“It is clear that enjoining SDA Kinshsp
from using the name “Seventh-day Advent-
ist' or ‘SDA’ would not prevent it from
practicing the religion.” She added: “En-
joining the defendant would not implicate
the free exercise clause.”

Judge Pfaelzer was telling the gays that
had she ruled for the church, they could not
have claimed a violation of the Free Exer-
cise clause of the First Amendment.

Thus, while holding for Kinship on the
issue of genericness, she certainly did not
disturb the church’s freedom to determine
what a Seventh-day Adventist is and who
can be a member of the Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.

So, LW, you do have the freedom to be
religious. You've always had it.

LW: What is your mysterious intent? Is
it possible you are surprised that people
exist who love the teachings of Scripture
enough to take the name Seventh-day
Adventist even though for some unknown
reason we are also gay? .

RLEF: No mystery intended. I believe the
church can and should discipline sexual
immorality — straight as well as gay. Such
discipline needs be administered swiftly,
fairly, firmly, and — try to believe me on
this — lovingly.

LW: P'm using a pseudonym on this
letter because I am still frightened of being
disfellowshipped to take the openness risk.
I still want the protection of membership
to give me a church home and the legiti-
macy of Sabbath protection in my work.

RLF: Abel’s brother was anxious about
being disfellowshipped too. “Why the fallen
face?” the Lord asked Cain. “If you do well,
will you not be accepted? And if you do not,
sin lurks at your door. Sin desires you, but

" you must master it.”? Gay or straight, to"any

temptation to immoral behavior, just say no.

The church has well-defined standards
of belonging as a member. You really can't
cry “no religious liberty in the church” if,
because you decline to meet those stan-
dards of membership, the church says,

“While you are most welcome to attend -

and to worship, your own choices preclude
your being a member.”
You say you want Sabbath protection in

your work. Surprise! You've got it. Your-

right to accommodation is not based on
church membership, but on your own re-
ligious belief and practice; and it is totally
unrelated to your sexual orientation. So if
your boss is giving you a hassle about not
working on the Sabbath, please contact
me. You can use your real name; in fact,
you'll have to. Don’t worry, though: I won't
know whether you're gay or straight. It
wouldn't matter anyway.

Of course gays and lesbians have reli-
gious liberty.

So does the church.

Pastor Fenn is director of the Department of
Public "Affairs and Religious Liberty, North
Pacific Union Conference of Seventh-day
Adventists in Portland, Ore.

.

'Genesis 1;26-28, 2:20-25, 19:5-7; Exodus 20:14,
16, 17; Leviticus 18:22, 20:13; Deuteronom
23:17; Judges 19:22, 23; 11 Kings 23:1-3, T;
Matthew 5:8, 6:13; Jo :3, Romans 1:26, 27;
Corinthians 6:9, 10:13; Galatians 5:19-25; 1
Timothy 1:8-10; James 4:17; 11 Peter 2:9,
Revelation 22:14, 15.
*See Genesis 4:6, 7.

selectec Book Master
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GENERAL NEWS

The State of Religious

By Richard Lee Fenn

Editor’s Note: In the following article, the
author comments on questions of religious
freedom and issues which affect the climate of
separation of church and state and the honoring
of First Amendment rights in the Pacific
Northwest.

Liberty Campaign

The campaign to raise a $130,000 offering
in 1992 continues. These funds will help
send Liberty magazine to every major state
government official, every state legislator
and every attorney in the Northwest. They
will also provide adequate funding for
government relations programs in Juneau,
Alaska; Boise, Idaho; Helena, Mont.;
Salem, Ore.; and Olympia, Wash. The
$130,000 will also help build a defense-fund
reserve should a case require litigation.

International Issues

The demise of the Union of Soviet So-
cialist Republics as a Communist super-
power and the rise of religious fervor among
the people of the republics is allowing the
North Pacific Union Conference the unbe-
lievable opportunity to send many téams of
missionaries to Russia. Joyous bear hugs all
around! We've only just begin.

Sectarian war rages in Yugoslavia, but new
freedoms emerge in neighboring Albania.
The beginning of the end of government-
enforced apartheid and church-sanctioned
ethnic separation in South Africa is in
sight. !

The church of Rome’s “supreme bridge
builder (Pontifex Maximus) enjoys unchal-
lenged influence on the world scene.

Peace talks have begun between Arabs
and Israelis.

National Issues

The economy flounders, as the govern-
ment seems unable or unwilling to do much
about its sickly stare.

A popular swing continues to rightist,
majoritarian statism. A super-conservative
United State Supreme Court is headed by
a chief justice who says the wall of separa-
tion between church and state “is based on
bad history. It should be frankly and ex-
plicitly abandoned” The coercive political
power of the religious right, as a coalition,
does more for John Paul II's agenda in
America than his own Roman prelates.

Despite these realities, we've seen ndte-

worthy defenses of religious liberty: Vir-.

ginia's Supreme Court upset Jerry Falwell’s
bid for public funding for his church-op-
erated university. Citizens of the Washing-
ton State defeated a term-limitation initia-
tive.

Northwestern Issues

We have been blessed with favorable
settlements in several religious discrimina-
tion cases in Idaho, Oregon and Washing-
ton. We await outcomes in matters pend-
ing before’ the US. Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission in Seattle and
the Montana Human Rights Commission

in Helena. When we are able to- assist a .

church member with an on-the-job prob-
lem, we help maintain the proper way of
doing business in America: It is still possible
for a Seventh-day Adventist to hold a job and
keep the Sabbath.

Use of Church Name

A US. District Court in California has
ruled that Kinship International, a gay-
lesbian organization of Seventh-day Advent-
ists, may use the church name because, the
court held, the members of the group are

Liberty

Seventh-day Adventists. But the judge re-
jected Kinship's arguments that application
of trademark laws would be a violation of
religious liberry.

According to published reports, Judge
Mariana R. Pfaelzer said that “enjoining
SDA Kinship from using the name ‘Se-
venth-day Adventist’ or ‘SDA’ would not
prevent it from practicing the religion””

The General Conference will not appeal
the decision. But the GC Committee has
called the world church to inform members
that Seventh-day Adventists still believe
“homosexual practices are grievous sins for
which members shall be subject to church
discipline”” :

One wonders if the court’s decision might
have been stronger for ‘the church if the
church could have shown that no person
belonging to Kinship Intemational is in fact .
a member of a Seventh-day Adventist con-
gregation.

“Trademark Case’ ..

" The so-called “Trademark Case” is closed.
A US. District Court judge in Honolulu,
Hawaii, has signed an order in favor of the
General Conference which prohibits John
R. Marik and the members of his dissident
congregation from using the name “Se-
venth-day Adventist” or “SDA” in the name

_ of their organization.

Help Needed
Again, I appeal to Seventh-day Adventist

- throughout the Northwest to give liberally

for Liberty when your church marks Liberty
Sabbath. We in'the NPUC PARL are com-
mitted to the preservation of religious free-
dom in America, particularly in Alaska, -
Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Washington.
Please help us! .

ADRA Makes Plans For
Wider Food Distribution

The Adventist Development and Relief
Agency (ADRA) is sending emergency help
to victims of recent fighting in Yugoslavia
and the famine in the Sudan, as well as
continuing aid to more than seven impov-
erished countries.

The organization plans to feed one
million people in seven developing coun-
tries in 1992, according to David Taylor,
ADRAs director for food supported devel-
opment. ,

Yugoslavia

ADRA Germany airlifred medicines and
medical supplies; and truckloads of food,
clothing, blankets and medical supplies are

being distributed to both Croatian and
Serbian citizens affected by the unrest in
Yugoslavia. Money has also been sent to
help some 20,000 Yugoslavian refugees in
southern Hungary. i LA

Sudan »

ADRA is handling feeding and health
projects in the area of Kharroum, capital
of Sudan, to fight the effects of famine.
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“Jesus answered, MY KINGDOM IS NOT OF THIS WORLD: IF MY KINGDOM

WERE OF THIS WORLD, THEN WOULD MY SERVANTS FIGHT, that|

should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdem not from hence. Pilate therefore

said unto him, Art thou a king then? Jesus answered, Thou sayest that | am a king. To this end

was | born, and for this cause came | into the world, THAT | SHOULD BEAR WIT-

NESS UNTO THE TRUTH. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” /ot 18:36-37.

; ‘jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. Therefore, #_esus' servants do not fight for dominion in this world, nor do
they lf!’lt for protection in this world (Jesus did not fight to protect himself or his family or his church, but he put
himselt in God’s hands and by “the faith of Jesus™ in his heavenly Father’s word, he submitted himself even unto the
death of the cross). All those who “follow™ Jesus will do the same. Jesus did not call down fire from heaven; neither did
he take up arms to protect himself, but he submitted his life to God more and more, prayinﬁ more and more as the day
approached, agonizing with God for the strength to remain faithful to the calling that God had given him (his death
on the cross for the sins of the people). i

God’s people render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and they render unto God the things that are
God’s. It is obvious from the Scriptures that the kingdoms of this earth know nothing about God’s kingdom of
TRUTH and RIGHTEOUSNESS by faith: . N

“Pilate saith unto him, WHAT IS TRUTH?” /otr1838. ;

It s obvious that no kingdom on earth today knows the answer to that question any more than Pilate knew the
answer to that question. Politicians are not theologians and have no business rufing over religion.

“But unto the Son [Jesus] /e saith, Thy throne, O God, /sfor ever and ever: 2 sceptre of
RIGHTEQUSNESS /s the sceptre of thy kingdom.” fesrewsi:8.

It is obvious that a wishy-washy world leader who would convict and crucify an innocent man on a cross because
an angry mob of religious hypocrites and bigots threatened his job security knows nothing about Christ’s kingdom of
RIGHTEOQUSNESS. . , e :

£ % _InSwitzerland today, the Seventh-day Adventist church (nothing more) has joined themselves to the state -
vernment of Switzerland's court system (creatinE the “mark of the b in order to crucify Jesus anew in
the life of a member of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, the Remnants by suing, fining, and requiring a prison term
~ for 2 Remnant believer, Fredy Hertig. in Germany the Seventh-day Adventist church (nothing more) has joined itself to
the German iovemment’s court system in order to create the “mark of the beast” in Germany. By accepting the
name of the beast (the beast's character of persecution of God’s Pegyle), the Seventh-day Adventist Church (nothin i
,, more) has followed in the footsteps of the error of David Koresh in Wac, the error of the militia in Oklahoma City, the
error of the [ewish nation in crucifying Jesus, and the error of Saul in persecuting and killing the faithful Christians in
the New Testament. Whether the ones killed are innocent sheep, or whether they are guilty “beasts™ makes no
difference. The only true church that God recognizes is his church of TRUTH and RIGHTEQUSNESS which seeks
only to carry the everlasting gospel into all the world, the books of record of which are recorded in heaven and not on
this earth in any denomination: :
“Through all ages and in every nation those that believe that Jesus
car& and will save them personally from sin are the elect and chosen
of God.” =

Those who do not believe Maztfhew1:2] are not God's church: “And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt

call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their sins.” Muttewi21. Those who do not believe
VVV N

March 7, 1995
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OUR NAME

Séventh-Day Adventist, the Rexnnamt

They are the Seventh-Day Adventist, the Remnant. This is the name given to us by Jesus himself.
The Remnant, because the Lord said, this church will not fall. Jeannie gave us this assurance in
Chapter 45 in D & V. Because of this name, a fight has begun by the SDA Incorporated church,
or so called the old Laodecia. This corporation has tried to take our name from us. They used
the courts to disown us from the name. In the court in Darmostadt was on the 7th of June 1995, at
12:30 A.M.,, there was a court date set against us, by the church. Ps. 124, quoted by Han
Mundem.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

It was Sabbath, the 27th of May of this year, as we have received from the courts, the results of
the trial - Seventh-Day Adventists /Baumann - Hitzke, The accusation of the SDA church,
thtough the court against us. We are giving you this report, for your information. They wanted
to make a fight, out of the name, against us, which Jesus himself gave us -THE REMNANT. This
is the way they wanted to treat us, like brother Hertig, in Switzerland. They were threateninz us
with court procedures and expected us to drop that name willingly, without a court hearing. The
court has looked at the accusations, and has asked us to appear at a court date. And bring along
evidence and reason for our name change. And we were requested to bring an attorney that was
recognized by the court. and to bring him with us. It was a legal force against us. But we didn’t
have an attorney that would qualify for that requirement. We only had six working days to
accoymplish this request by the court. So we called for help from our God, and we prayed to
Jesus. And told him, “If you want us to do this (fight for the name), that we should put all our
name on all the literature, then you have to be our attorney, and fight for us’. And the Lord
answered us. “Be not afraid, and stand fast, and see what a refuse our Lord is and what wonder he
will do for us. The Lord will fight for you, and you should be silent.” Exod. 14:13-14

One day went by, and we still didn’t have an attorey, and then the Lord reminded us of our guest.
He lives in Frankfort, and he has received all the messages from Jeannie Sautron, and knows the
entire contents of her writings, right from the beginning. This man found us an attorney the very
next day. The name of the attorney is Dr. Grafe. He said he was available for us. God used this
man might§fly to defend us in the court. And he answered all the questions concerning all our
beliefs, to the courts asked.-qlcst ims .

On the 6th of June, one day before the court date, God gave us a question - “Lord what will you
do for us tomorrow?ythe answer was - He used a Bible verse Isa. 44:28. And according to this
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seripture, we understood that God will use this judge, just like God used the Persian King to
rebuild the city of Jerusalem.

Brother and sister Baumann and us, all four of us represented ourself, in court, at the requested
time. And we could hardly believe our ears, how all the judges were in favor of us in their
conversation. We were sitting real quiet and all three judges defended us, and our pame.

As the attorney, from the Old Laodéca, was trying to draw attention to certain points in our
beliefs and convictions. He was trying to attack us in our beliefs. Mr. Baumgard, the head of the
judges, was upset with them and asked them, “What do you actually want here, if you don’t stop
these accusations, you will have to pay all the court costs. Because the fight against this name,
comes under the jurisdication of business matters, besides that , in our land we still have the law
that you have the freedom of press and conscience, that you are not allowed to touch or attack.

The accusations by the SDA, the Old Laodicea, presented to the court has proven itself, a tool of
God, that has led us to our victory. It was similar to the cloud by day and the light by night, that
protected the children of Isracl when they were leaving Egypt. The material they used, was the
red books of D & V 1 thru 4, and the yellow pamphlets 48 & 49 from D & V. The head of the
judges, Mr. Baumgart, leafed through the booklet and suddenly said, “What do I see here! I see a
little star, and then he read aloud, Seventh-Day Adventist - The Remnant, and under the star was a
foot note, which said, “the SDA - The Renfant, are not in agreerent with the evangelical SDA
Church or the corporate structure”. And the judge said, this disclaimer should be on all the
material you print from now on. So there will be no misunderstanding between the two
organizations. And then the judge turned to us and asked, “fre you in agreement with this
request?” And in the future you will have peace. He gave us a few minutes to discuss it among
ourselves, and then gave us permission to use the two sided pamphlet, with the 10
commandments, until the years end, Dec. 31, 1995, to give out those pamphlets. (These pamphlets
did not have a disclaimer on them, but he gave them time to disburse them.) After that all your
material will have to have the disclaimer. Then the attorney from Old Laodicea asked permission
to counsel with the headquarters in Ostfildern, by telephone, but he could not reach any one at the
headquarters, so they gave their report by letter to the court, on the 9th of June. It was included in
the court procedure. And they bad two days to appeal to the higher court. Which they failed to
do, therefore we have recetved our name and have kept the name the SDA - The Remnant.
Therefore we have been declared by the coutts, that we have nothing to do with the SDA
Incorporated church, and are a free church, with all the rights of any other public church. But all
our literature has to have the disclaimer, that is ledgible and visible. And all the remnant that
don’t belong to the old church anymore, must write out the name SDA in total, (but if you use
the abbreviation, the disclaimer must be included.) We now have a name, recognized by the
courts of our land and we are forever thankful that we have a wonderful Father and Saviour. He
has fulfilled his word, as he has promised us. And we hardly can believe it has happened. He has
torn up the nets, and we are free. He has used the judges, just like the King was used it rebuilding
Jerusalem. He also commended our attorney, Mr. Grafe, that he was very efficient to gather all
the information that he presented to the court concerning our belief, in religious matters,to

Zefend our separation from the old structure, in front of the court. Qur Lord Jesus has done it all

San lis Mieria FlAaAl-
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And we were able to quietly sit back and watch the Lord work in our behalf.

Our hearts are full of great love and thankfulness, for our Lord and Saviour Jesus Churist.

He has given us so much mercy and forgiveness, that he has shown us in our time of dispare
Praise the Lord My soul, and don’t forget what the Lord has done for us. He that forgives all your
sins and heals all your shortcomings. He that saves your life from damnation., and crowns you
with mercy and long suffering, Ps. 103:1-4.

Who is the Lord? It is the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour, our Bridegroom, our King. He is the
Lamb of God. He is our sponsor and our High Priest. He is our attorney. His name is wonderful
Counsellor. He is our strength. He is our hero. Qur Everlasting Father. He is the peacemaker, so
that his reign may be mighty and that peace has no end, on the throne of David and in his
kingdom. That he is preparing and strengthens it with justice and right doing, from now on and
throughout eternity. Such things will be done through our Lord %&'B‘Eﬁ'}?}\ Isa 9:5-6. Amen!

P.S.

We all would like to thank our brothers and sisters for all their prayers - for God has heard the
prayers of his children.

Your brother Kurt Hitzke

Translated by Paul Fritz, typed by Lois Smith




First Lao Pastor
Ordained in Sydney

Pastor Khamsay Phetchareun, minis-
ter of the Cabramatta church, NSW,
is the first Laos-born Adventist to be
ordained
Pastor Phetchareun was
a refugee in a Thai camp
when he discovered
Adventism. He is original-
ly from the northern
Laotian  village of
Naxiengdy.
He entered teachers col-
lege as a science student,
~where, he says. he studied

It was while in the camp that he met
a former friend who had become a
Christian and was then ministering to
the 1000 and more
Christian refugees within
the camp. He worked as
1 an assistant minister to
d his friend in the camp’s
non-denominational
church. Over the years he
baptised hundreds of
converts to Christianity.

After discovering a dis-
carded Lao-language
| pamphlet advertising an

the discipline without ever
conducting a practical
experiment.  In fact. stu-
dents in the school spent
much of their time search-
ing for food in the surrounding country-
side. ;

After graduating. he spent five years
as a teacher in Vientiane, Laos, before
escaping to a refugee camp in Thailand.

Laos-born Pastor Khamsay
Phetchareun at the time of his
ordination in Sydney.

Baptism by Ice

retic winters are not enough to keep

astor Vasili Joukov from baptising

new members, even though his baptis-

tery is a hole cut in the ice of a frozen
river or lake in Murmansk, Russia.

Every weekday at 6 am Pastor
Joukov and six others run from their
homes to a nearby lake where there is a
log cabin change room, the official
Murmansk “Walrus™ clubhouse. There
they put on swimming suits, walk bare-
foot across the snow to the lake where
they break through the layer of ice and
submerge themselves.

After this they stand in a circle and
pray for the Holy Spirit to work in their
lives. Such training keeps Pastor
Joukov in good physical condition,
something vital if you plan, as he has
done, to spend up to 20 minutes (and
14 candidates) in the frozen water. Last
year some 80 people were baptised
through the group’s efforts. —ANN

RECORD March 30, 1996,

Adventist correspondence
course, he became inter-
ested in the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. He vis-
ited the mission compound in Bangkok

“seeking more information and befriend-

ed Judy Aitken, an American working in
the camps as the director of South-East
Asian Projects. She introduced him to
the distinctive truths of the Adventist
message.

He became an Adventist before
eventually making his way to Australia.
In Sydney, he worked as the coordina-
tor of the Cabramatta Migrant
Evangelistic Centre that was to become
the Cabramatta church.

He married his wife, Darahee, a
Vietnamese of Thai birth, who—with-
oul papers, passport or country was
virtually stateless—after she came to
Sydney in 1988. Two years later
Pastor Phetchareun began a theology
degree at Avondale College, NSW,
graduating with credit. During this
time he continued his work in the
Cabramatta district in the Greater
Sydney Conference, to which he
returned full time after graduating.

Those participating in the ordination
were Janelle Craig and Judy Aitken,
Pastors Eddie Piez (who sponsored
Pastor Phetchareun as a refugee),
Adrian Craig (Greater Sydney
Conference president), Eric Winter,
Bill Sleight, Robert Craig and Peter
Joseit; and Peter Brewin.

Church Wins
Trademark Ruling

e US Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board (TTAB) of the Patent and
Trademark Office has found the trademark
and service mark “Seventh-day Adventist,”
used by the Seventh-day Adventist Church
for some 130 years, is valid. The TTAB
decision came because of efforts by a third
party to cancel the registered trademark,
based on allegations of fraudulently claim-
ing first use and genericness.

The February 15 ruling unanimously
disposed of the fraud issue, stating that the
church believed when it filed the applica-
tion for registration, that its rights to
“Seventh-day Adventist” as a trademark
and service mark were superior 1o those of
any other group that might have used the
same or similar designation in connection
with their activities.

Because “there is no proof of fraud
here . . . that portion of petitioners’ claims
must fail,” the report said. The church’s
use of the name dates to 1863 when the
church was first established.

In a2 majority ruling on the “genericness”
claim, the TTAB said: “We find that the
petitioners have not established by a pre-
ponderance of the evidence that the regis-
tered trademark is generic. To the contrary,
we find that the evidence of records shows
that for over 130 years, the primary signifi-
cance of the designation ‘Seventh-day
Adventist’ has been to identify the source
of origin of religious publications and ser-
vices emanating from the respendent [the
Seventh-day Adventist Church]."—ANN

Easter Attraction
Continues

King’s Castle Exhibit, already twice
displayed and attracting almost
22,000 visitors, is opening again in San
Diego, California, USA, to coincide with

- Easter. The project, hosted by the

Clairmont Adventist church, features a
full-sized replica of the Mosaic temple
and scale models of the Solomon and
Ezekiel temples, complete with furniture,
priestly garments and animals historically
used in the sacrificial system. Trained
guides explain the display.—ANN

13



YIAOLOD “MITATY ASILRIAAY

: — ,
paIed0] *eqpng Joj Sujwwessold [euoy} “AAISIATUN ISIIUSAPY WISYINOG , 105 sjeaddyy Jo 107 sa3eIg PAIUN Y Q7 ISNBny U
[9A3 2AIS -esjdsuj sepjaoid odwal oAON ST ‘39s89UUR] ‘3[BPaB[]0D) Ul SISHUSAPY ABP-IU24A3g g
001 §19pes] .&:.‘ NO SM3N @009 BNILLNd JO 983[]00) WIAYINOG JO SWEU M3U 3 ], [BIDYJO 3] i askn yiewapel] SUIp Yoiny) 1SiusApy
uE YoInyD) N e & :
VY 2y3 woly 288]109 UIdYINOS 10j pa108|8S SWEN MaN *SUOS 2313 SEY] PUE 337 UBSNG JSULIO] 3]} O] PalLIBul S mE,
S3TUOWAIAD D@ ‘uoaBurysep Uy Ansisarun) s :
i
221pap YA “UOISSTUT JO 9DUIIJUOD [BI0] B A Paz1udodal e Je] piemol woy ‘siseydwa uonensiuIwpe ~ y .
1 suonzerado $19A31]3q JO saTURdWOD pUE SIYIINYD [€0] Aq Pue ¥00g4nag UB 214 ‘UOLIEDIUNWIWOD [BUOlIeZIURSI0
2135 Aqeroyo Isguaapyy Kop-iuatag JULIND 33 Ul .@uﬁ: suoIINIIsul Ul 92139p (J'Yd ® SP|OY Ieyeq "$jooq XIS
1 ISNUAAPY PUE $30UAIJUOD SE YINS ‘Sannus YoInypd Aq asnusapy Aep P331P3 10 US3ILIM SBY PUE S1BIA U3ASS JOJ
11 sJizeig -JIUaA3gG,, JO asn sazuoyane Aorjod yrewspen DO YL surzeSew a8pssapy JO JONPS SB PaAIas 9
‘shes uosie])  ‘sdnoid pajerjyjeun *A1STUTW 1SHUSAPY Ul 9314136 JO s1834
yo1e01pad pue s[enpialpu; 4q asnsiw wolj aweu ay3 s103301d 17 Yais 350d maul SIY 01 $IWOD Iaveq
pey MmapN PUE 3S17USAPY ABp-UIUDASG, PUB ISIIUSAPY, SWEU : i auawdojpasp pue
93 JO 38N SAISN]IXI Y2INYD 3 SMO[[e 3uini s3nod Sunuren diysispesy jo a81eyd U A1e)a1098 PaYy 35UBIBJU0T) ]
: “yorejy ased siy ‘92189p 3y, '90U2I3JU0y) [BIAUAL) 3 JO [ASUNOD [e13ul [BIOUIN) B SUIBdaq OYM ‘saaBaYy] Unwefusg saoejdal
71 SB §,Jo1SBW 93 SI2JU0D YOIyM ‘uonninsul 91BID0SSE UE ‘UOSIED) *7 121B/ SABS  ‘uoniensidal ‘eruioji[e)) Uy A1jsIAlu) Bpur] Bwo] 38 Juspisad 3yl 01 »
Pa100E Ue 9W0d3q 01 WAIN0g 10} [eaoidde §,U2INyD 93 JO AJlpljeA 9Y) PaUlIJUOd preoq Woaam ; Jue)sIsse [e10ads pue AJSI9AIP JO J0103IIp AJIURLIND ‘1oXeq
)G pue $389]]0)) JO UOHEIDO0SSY WIAINOG pue [eln yIewape1 3yl eyl pased]d A1aa a1e 3/, : 1€ 19quads(]
191 patoaej 4aa1ns 3y 03 Burpuodsal asoy “uonensidal syoIny> 3y [9dued 03 suonad parusp Aq S27TINP M3U ST SWNSSE 1M 13Xeq 109[3-1UapIsal ]
| om1-A3UA9G “TUWN]E puE ‘s1aquiswl A2jnoej 1ey3 preoq [eadde pue [e1n yrewspern sy JIewspely, ¢ raquiaadag uo Juspisaid 283]]00 se 1oyeg ‘M 1qI3QJ
)'7 Uetp 210w JO A3AINS B PAIONPUOD S[EIOYO puE JUa18] ‘S’ Y3 JO UOISIOIP ISI[IED UE WOy IO P2103]3 $333sN13 JO preoq 283]]0)) pPoomde() Y], |
WeU MaU 91} 3S0YD pIeoq 3y ], ‘Aa1s19A1UnN B 1 erudnp Aq pary ‘(eadde ue passiwsip Mo Y, _
101} SNIBIS §,]OOYDS Y3 3ueyd 01 UOISIOP - "ISIIURAPY juapisald MapN S}o9|3 pieog aga|j0n poomyeQ
i 7193 Bumoljoj ‘g 19quisidag uo a3ueyd Aep-auaaag SweU §1] JO UOLIENSISaI YIewapen
]2 pa10A $9338N1) Jo pieoq 9831102 3y |, syoInyp a3 01 a8us[eyd € paidafal 3o (B3P oY : “AOMIBN] SMRN Isuuanpy—0)'( ‘UoIBUIYsep ‘AsIsatun

W v 3 ¥-8:S M-3I N

“uo1s103p s,20nsn| ‘ajdwrexa 10, uoneljye snodija1 191 uo paseq sadnsnf Aq ./BunoA a1e A3ya usym s WLyl Yoeal pue 219M 19| SWED
>, Aew Buryoea1 YoINypd € JBY3 pauIasuod aq suojsoap 101paid 01 ‘sea 1943 1 J1 ‘9qissod 133u0] ou s1 1] yanod andsur 03 awn 3y |, “eqolueiy "9douedIUB]S [RUOnl|
3m ‘358D 93 ST SIYD U3y A\ "Uonelyje yoInyd 's1eak Auew 10j 319y U93q 3ABY JEY) ] woyy 1018ed UBDLIAWY 2ALIRN] B yanoh ay ‘s
‘s)yBj wewny Jo SUIpUEBISISPUN [e13q]] B SEM 3SOYJ JO ISB3] I8 'SYTE) JOUIO JO JUBIS[O] AIOW PUE PIYISISAIP ‘ayo0qInD) Iue( shes  ‘eanswy YUoN pue AJIs19ATu) BLIE
M 212 JB3)O seas 31 ‘SIY1I UOIIIOQE 10§ PI0A AjsnoiBija1 210w Ya0q st 4131008 uBdLIAWY ABpPO] “AInuad noysnoays peaids || adoy | JooiqjoH e ‘95101
uuaig seonsn{ ofjoyae)) usypy A50j0ap1 pue SIU 01T [[aM 3j]] UBDHSWY JO S1DB) 2IoM WSIIHUAG-1IUE 1e 219y Bunens a1,3m Py, ‘Buipping pjo
1 1e89] Aq 10 (uo1By]a1 Jo 2oULSqE 10) UOIFIAI pue wsio1joyIR)-1UE Yi0g 4131008 UBdHIAWY, Ul wsijen|d “EDLIAUIY YUION U SUOPBU UBdHaWY [eoiois1y B dn pat
(1pN{ §1 [ENPIAIPUL U 1343aym st A3Y Y] ; sno18jai Jo yamoss e 03 saujod Ajureisad iys sy aAREN 3y Jo 07 Yoes: 01 weidord  Aay ] Apunuawod yoc

(9661 ‘¥ By ‘1504 uoiduiysep ) *SIUBISI0IJ-UOU Udaq JoRa1INO UR dIBUIPINOD 0} J9YIAF0) a01Al08 Ul padedu
DMOAR 10 1S}|RIUdWEpUNy aAey saonsn{ g1 Y3 JO 9T AJuo unoD JIOM OSJR 1A SUBDLIUWY DATIBN] avueliodun
e, Jujodde 01 aq pjnom n AMVYLNIWINOD SMAN awaidng ay Jo A10381Y 1824~ ) )7 Y3 U] Jo dnodid s fsefoy] Aq paneyn) Py fasnge adurs
121dng a3 03 ajoyIe) 10 “$M3f 1B OM] PUR SINOYIBD) UBWIOY] “ssaufu0oD sauak axau uepd o) sinpe EE TRV U

a1 Juapisaid oy Joj 1ajsea D18 DRI DAY JAYIO DY JO) "SIULISDIOL] ; funod pue qanod jo Ajpraus pasodiios
1 G o i Aiaeaoad g adnsgier aeol alg sannend aUIU aU 10 Jnal AJUO MOK] *SIOOLDE DHOLLIET U] fEM papiunuos Buraueid v o Uonse) s pul ‘digauonsn o



=y - \White Resi&'l;DY
NEWSBREAKIL o 60

-

SDA Church Moves Against
Homosexual Support Group

The Seventh-day Adventist (SDA) Church has asked
the United States District Court for the Central Dis-
trict of California to issue injunctions to prevent a sup-
port group for homosexuals from using the church’s
name. :

The church petitioned the court to stop Seventh-day
Adventist Kinship International, Inc., from using the
church’s name in any of its activities, services, adver-
tising, and publications after SDA Kinship Interna-
tional refused to do so voluntarily, reports Robert W.
Nixon, General Conference communication director.

SDA Kinship identifies itself as a “support group for
Seventh-day Adventist gay men and lesbians and their
friends.”

The church claims that under federal and state law,
it holds trademarks for ‘“Seventh-day Adventist,”
“Seventh-day Adventists,” and “SDA.” .

Official SDA Church standards classify homosexual
and lesbian practices, adultery, sexual abuse of spouses
and children, and incest as “obvious perversions of
God’s original plan” for the proper association of the
sexes.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church Manual lists ho-
mosexual practice and other perversions as “grievous
sins for which members shall be subject to church dis-
cipline,” though local congregations are instructed that
“every effort should be made to restore [erring mem-
bers] to a satisfactory experience.”

WORLD CHURCH

ADRA Aids Typhoon Victims in Philippines.
Typhoon Nina disrupted the lives of nearly 300,000
families last November when it swept through the is-
land of Luzon in the central Philippines.

An estimated 150,000 homes were completely de-
stroyed and another 1.5 million dwellings suffered
damage, reports John Sipkens, Adventist Development
and Relief Agency’s Philippines director. The Central,
Southern, and South-Central Luzon missions set up
emergency housing projects and food distribution pro-

grams. Adventist agencies have donated 500,000 pesos
(US$23,809) in disaster aid, Sipkens said.

As a result of efforts made by several Trans-Europear
Division students, new church and school building:
were dedicated in Quayampure, Pakistan, on January 4.

Volunteers from nine European countries (pictured
below) sacrificed their Christmas vacation to take par
in the project, says Jim Huzzey, division youth director.

Jerusalem Center Safe. Even though the Seventh-
day Adventist Study Center is located in the Arab east
Jerusalem sector where political disturbances recently
erupted, the center has suffered no damages or diffi-
culties, reports William H. Shea, associate director for
the General Conference Biblical Research Institute and
the study center.

As a safety precaution, one seminar scheduled for
February had been rescheduled for August, but plans
for March classes have not been changed. Most distur-
bances in Israel have centered around the Nabulus re-
gion in the north and the Gaza Strip, both considerable
distances from Jerusalem, Shea said.

The Washington Post reported on January 20 that the
Israeli army closed off seven Palestinian refugee camps
in the occupied Gaza Strip territory. Israeli officials
blamed striking Palestinian merchants for any food
shortages, and the government has barred some foreign
relief shipments.

The army has stopped food shipments donated by
groups considered unacceptable by the government,
the report said.

NORTH AMERICA

Evangelistic Co-op Brings 273 Baptisms. A co-
operative evangelistic effort in four mid-Atlantic cities
resulted in 273 baptisms between May 1 and December
31, 1987, reports William Scales, director of the North
American Division Ministerial Association.

Allegheny East Conference spearheaded the Real
Truth Evangelistic Co-op Program with seven separate
crusades conducted in four cities: Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania; Richmond, Virginia; Baltimore, Maryland;
and Washington, D.C.

Hadley Gains Accreditation. Hadley Memorial
Hospital, an Adventist hospital in Washington, D.C.,
recently received a renewal of accreditation with the
Joint Commission on Accreditation of Hospitals, re-
ports Albert L. Dudley, hospital president.

The nationally recognized accreditation reflects the

- hospital’s ability to provide quality health care on a

level matching or surpassing standards set for more
than 80 percent of America’s hospitals.

Oregon Church Helps Transplant Patient. The
Adventist Church in Forest Grove, Oregon, gave an
unusual Christmas gift to a needy member, Twila Bo-

5 zeman. The church raised nearly $1,200 toward a bone

marrow transplant for Bozeman, reports Jay Prall,

ADVENTIST REVIEW, FEBRUARY 4. 1988
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are expected to come to Chicago, one of 14
host aties.

Like other Tibetan monks who have
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stian citizenship

By JOHN V. STEVENS, SR.

The unholy alliance between church
and state is the ultimate rejection
of God’s providential love.

People flee oppressive governments to find freedom. They
crave citizenship in a congenial country where a citizen is
free, with rights, responsibilitics, and loyalties.

Christ recognized our duty to Caesar. Citizenship
demands that loyalty be given to one’s state.

But Christians have a higher citizenship also.
citizenship is in hcaven’ (Phil.
this, Peter, when ordered to stop preaching. replied, **We
ought to obey God rather than men’ (Acts 5:29). His
ultimate loyalties were to heaven. not to Judea or Rome. He
was, like Paul, an ambassador for Christ (2 Cor. 5:20).
whose ‘“‘kingdom is not of this world™ (John 18:36).

He who is loyal to God's kingdom and is His ambassador
will not entangle **himself with the affairs of this life; that he
may please him who hath chosen him to be a soldier’” (2 Tim.
2:4). An ambassador attends to the affairs of his own
government, protecting the interests and rights of those
visiting from his nation. In the same way we are to protect
religious freedom by communicating with our legislators and
by voting to put into office those who will uphold these
liberties.

In the United States some political activists have forgotten
the nature of Christ’s kingdom. They believe religious laws
will bring the blessings of heaven on this nation by
developing an outward conformity to what they conceive to
be God’s will, even though it is void of inward faith and a
willing spirit.

But enactment of such laws binds *‘consciences of men in
regard to their religious privileges,” marking ‘‘national
apostasy’’ and bringing *‘national ruin>’ (The SDA Bible
Commentary, Ellen G. White Comments, on Rev. 14:9-12,
p. 977). A similar movement ended up crucifying Christ.

This is how the beast power developed in the early
centuries. Professed Christians allied themselves with
Rome’s government, trampling rights of conscience of those
who differed, even killing millions.

The modern church-state marriage promises to restore
God’s law. In reality it will do just the opposite. The
fulfilling of the law is to love God supremely and one's
neighbor as himself. How can love exist in the atmosphere of
coerced conscience and forced religious behavior?

The unholy alliance between church and state is the

““Our
3:20, N.1.V.). Because of

ultimate rejection of God's providential love and is the .

acceptance of Satan as ruler and provider. Breaking those

John V. Stevens, Sr., is director of the Religious Liberty
Department of the Pacific Union Conference.

shackles. following the Revolutionary War political leaders |
rose to prominence. dramatically shifting the mation o
religious freedom and church-state separation. The United
States, as predicted by God, experienced a unique develop- -
ment in history—a nation without a king and a chumch |
without a pope. :

The Bill of Rights in our Constitution guaranteed {reedoss i
of religion to those who desired it and freedom from relighs i
to those who did not want it. Government was not to be
entangled with religion or religion with government. This ;;f
brought peace, pro';perity and liberty. The Founders wamted -
to avoid any impression that political problems had 1 mm
religious solutions.

But these freedoms are now threatened. The government |
has clasped the hand of Rome—establishing nmmm
diplomatic ties, carrying out papal policies. We can see the
time when *‘our country shall repudiate every principle of its
Constitution as a Protestant [religious freedom| and repabi-
can government [civilian freedom].” —Testimonics. vel. 4, 4%
p. 451.

Recent decisions of the Supreme Court are cause for
alarm. In 1982 the Court ruled in United States v. Lee that
‘‘to maintain an organized society that guarantees religices
freedom to a great variety of faiths requires that somse
religious practices yield to the common good.”” In fu
reaching implications in the 1983 Bob Jones Universirs v
United States, the Court said, *‘The institution’s purpose
must not be so at odds with the common comomiy
conscience as to undermine any public benefit that g
otherwise be conferred.”’

i

A religious minority

The **common community conscience™ was mﬂrﬁ&wg}
religious dissidents fled when they left the Old World. &2
Sgbbathkeepers, we are a religious minority and scusl
aware of the evils of religion enforced by the state

A month later, in Mueller v. Allen, the Court rﬂm&:gm
the three-part establishment test in harmony with the U
Catholic Conference request. The new interpretation isys
foundation for further government support for religives
institutions and observances.

About the same time, in Marsh v. Chambers, the
authorized tax-supported prayer in the Nebraska 3
legislature. **To invoke divine guidance on a pubdic
entrusted with making the laws is not, in these ¢
stances, an ‘establishment of religion’ or a step w
establishment; it is simply a tolerable acknowledgememn
beliefs widely held among the people of this country. ™
alarming, the three-part establishment test was com
ignored for the first time since its inception.

This past spring, the Pawtucket, Rhode Island,
funded créche was found constitutional. Lynch v. D
said the religious display inclusion was for the pearpese
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Funds voted to support
church efforts in
Euro-Asia Division :

At the April Pacific Union Con-
ference quinquennial session
$100,000 was pledged to help take
advantage of church growth and
evangelism opportunities in the
Euro-Asia Division (formerly the
Soviet Union Division).

The first project underwritten by
the Pacific Union was to print 25,000
children’s Bibles in the Russian lan-
guage. The Bibles were printed in
Sweden and delivered in September
to Zaokski, Tula Region, Russia,
where the Adventist seminary is lo-
cated.

When the Fullerton, California,
church learned of the project they
also contributed $3,000 toward the
Bible project and another $3,000 to
help toward a church building
project.

The Pacific Union executive com-
mittee voted at its November 20
meeting to use the remaining
$54,000 to underwrite three addi.

tional projects and additional evan-

gelistic work.
The projects include $15,000 to
purchase a churchin Leovo, another

$15,000 for completing the
Children’s Bibles project, $20,000to
purchase a building to house a union
office building and the remaining
$3,400 for Soviet evangelism.

The new Leovo church already
has 61 members and 41 children as
well as 10 people taking Bible stud-
ies.

Union committee votes
to explore reorganization
of publishing program

A revolutionary plan to explore
consolidation of the publishing min-
istries and the Home Health Educa-
tion Services of several union con-
ferences of North America was ap-
proved at the November Pacific
Union Conference executive commit.-
tee meeting.

After several years of experiment-
ing to find ways to make them more
effective and self-sustaining, pub-
lishing and literature ministries
leaders and administrators have
concluded that the subsidy for lit-
erature distribution is too high for
the amount of literature being dis-
tributed, said Thomas Mostert, Jr.,
Pacific Union Conference president.

Pacific Union Conference executive committee members voted to appropriate

$15,000 to purchase this building in Leovo, Ukraine, for use as an Adventist
church. The Leovo Adventist congregation has 61 members and 41 children
worshipping weekly. Union committee members also voted funds to purchase

a union office building,
Soviet evangelism.

14 Pacific Union Recorder

complete a Children’s Bibles project and support

December 16, 1991

“Intoday’s market there are ma-
effective ways to disseminate
literature and we should be explc
ing those ways,” Mostert told 1+
committee.

So a task force developed 2 pla
which was adopted by the commi
tee. It is expected to make the put
lishing program self-sustaining i
twoyearsunderleadershipofHarol
(Bud) Otis, former Review and He:
ald Publishing Association pres:
dent. -

In addition Otis and his team wi!
be expected to develop new product
and marketing methods. Forme
union publishing director Eari Labr
will continue as an associate to Otis

Local conferences plan to conseli
date their literature programs un
der union direction with a fixed &
nancial commitment equivalent ©
one percent of tithe during 1992 anc¢
1993. Five conferences have alreads
committed to the plan.

With the advanced communica-
tion technology now available, the
Pacific Union has offered to provide

S services to other unions of
North America. Discussions are in
progress.

Judgment signed in
Hawaiian trademark

infringement lawsuit
Judge Harold M. Fong of the Fed-
eral District Court in Honolulu on
November 14, signed a judgment in
favor of the General Conference Cor-
poration and against John R. Marik
and his congregational church in
Kona, reports Robert W. Nixon, as-
sociate director of the General
Conference General Counsel office.
“Thejudgment enjoins Marik and
the members of the congregational
church from using the church’s trade-
marks, ‘Seventh-day Adventist’ or
‘SDA’in the name of their organiza-
tion or in any way that would lead
people to think they are connected
with the Seventh-day Adventist
Church,” Nixon explained.
“Several weeks ago Marik ap-
proached trial counsel for the Gen-
eral Conference and offered to settle
the dispute,” Nixon said. *After
Marik signed settlement documents
Judge Fong signed the judgment.”
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New Believers in Papua New
Guinea. About 300 people in
the village of Amanab,
Papua New Guinea, are
preparing for baptism as a
result of the ministry of
Global Mission pioneer
Gideon Apen, reports
General Conference presi-
dent Robert S. Folkenberg.

Apen entered the region to
spread the Adventist message
in places where the church
has no work. His contact
with Amanab started when
he gave two men a ride to a
hospital. Two years later,
without any further contact,
one of the men invited him to
come to the village.

Apen stayed with his host
for three weeks. During this
time a relative of the host
died. In conducting the
funeral, Apen shared the
gospel of Jesus Christ, the vil-
lagers asked to hear more, and
six months later he established
the first congregation. Today
there are three Adventist
churches in Amanab.

South African Outreach
Brings 40 Baptisms. Adly
Campos, a North American
Adventist who recently
started her own evangelistic
association, conducted an

Pastor Anton van Vyk (wearing tie)
baplizes new believers from the
Family Well-Being meetings.

Calgary Highlights
Children’s Ministry

When five Adventist churches in Calgary, Alberta, Canada,
cosponsored an evangelistic outreach series, children’s
ministries became a key part of the outreach, reports Brian
Wahl, youth pastor of the Calgary Central Adventist Church.

While the adults participated in the series, 170 children
enjoyed a wide variety of spiritual activities. Students from
Chinook Winds Adventist Academy presented the musical
“Secret of My Success” on opening night. Children partici-
pated in both “Mystery Maker” and “Friends Forever” vaca-
tion Bible School curriculums.

The youth also got to meet members of Chinook’s search-
and-rescue team, and a seeing-eye dog when a representative
of the Canadian National Institute for the Blind shared what it
is like to be sightless.

Academy students interfaced with visitors by inviting them
to participate in a musical program presented at the close of
the meetings in one of the sponsoring churches.

In response to the closing-night appeal, 40 children
accepted Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour and 12 chil-
dren requested baptism, Wahl says. More than 150 volunteers
supported the children’s ministry, and another 100 volunteers
supported the adult meetings.

The prophecy seminar was conducted by Leo and Tamara
Schreven from the It Is Written ministry. More than 1,100
persons atiended the opening meetings. To date, more than 78
persons have been baptized.

N

outreach series in Cape
Town, South Africa, focused
around the theme “Family '
Well-Being.”

In the series Campos
placed the Adventist message
in the context of building
strong Christian families. In
addition to 40 baptisms (see
photo), 125 persons com-
pleted the coursework pre-
sented by Campos, and 58
couples renewed their mar-
riage vows, says Cape Town
pastor Martinus Pretorius.

church leaders in Australia
participated in a special ser-
vice commemorating the
100th anniversary of Sunny-
side, the Australian home of
Adventist pioneer Ellen G.
White from 1895 to 1900.
From 1891 to 1900 White
lived in Australia to encour-
age the church’s fledgling
work there. It was at
Sunnyside (see photo) that
she wrote the manuscript for
The Desire of Ages. More
than 350 visitors-attended
the November 18 ceremony,
including the mayor of the
city of Lake Macquarie,
John Kilpatrick.

SDAs Commemorate
Sunnyside’s 100th Anniver-
sary. Civic, political, and

Speaking of Mrs. White,
Kilpatrick said, “We in Lake
Macquarie are richer for her
faith, her work, and her
vision.”

SDAs to Share Health
Principles on Korean TV.
The Korean government has’
authorized Adventist Church
leaders to broadcast a health-
oriented program on Korea’s
Christian TV System, a
national television network,
reports Adventist News
Network. The broadcast
schedule begins this month.

Swiss Court Restricts Use of '
Church Name. A Swiss court
has prohibited two former

Adventists from using 1§

“Seventh-day Adventist
Church, the Remnant,” “Lay
Members of the Remnant of

the Seventh-day Adventist' © |\ :

Church,” or “Free Church of -
Seventh-day Adventists” in”™
publications and meetings.

The court said those uses ° 3
violate Swiss trademark laws |3
by usurping the name of the - |4

Seventh-day Adventist
Church and producing con-
fusion in the minds of unbi-
ased third parties, reports
General Conference presi-
dent Robert S. Folkenberg.

To New Positions. Sven
Hagen Jénsen, former
church ministries director of
the Middle East Union, was
recently elected union presi-vl

dent. Jensen replaces Svein
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Protecting Our
Good Name

have been a frank critic of the activities of the
General Conference Trademark Committee.
However, after the tragedy in Waco I changed my
mind. How successful are

CALVIN B. ROCK

all differentiate between the sacred and the secular in the
same way, we Adventists differ on many issues, and this is

one of them.
Some congregations conduct

this committee’s activities?

The Trademark Committee was
organized to respond to local
conference requests for legal
protection from identification with
groups whose activities have obvious
potential to harm the church’s
image or bring material liability.

- Groups that have been addressed
include a number of congregations

The denomination
issues no list of

acceptable Sabbath

discussions.

votes regarding church offices and
other business, and permit
announcements concerning
basketball games, socials, etc., at the
divine worship service. Others care
for these items only at business
meetings, in printed
announcements, or in verbal
descriptions at meetings other than
on the Sabbath or at least other
than the divine worship service.

that attempted to use the church’s .

name after they had been dismissed from conference
membership, unafhliated corporations that attempted to use
the church’s name in their business activities, and Kinship, a
homosexual group. All instances of misuse of the church’s
name have been resolved in our favor, with the exception of
that which involved the latter organization.

In no instance of which I am aware has the church sought
punitive damages or compensation. Our effort, in even the
most obviously embarrassing cases, has been to restrain groups,
usually by means of injunction, from trading on or profiting by
the use of the name “Seventh-day Adventist.”

Indeed, because of the prior connection of some of its
participants to the Adventist Church, Waco did bring us
negative publicity. However, we must pray that even 'that
event has been used by God to instruct us and consequently
glorify His name.

ince Seventh-day Adventist individuals, families, and

businesses all have secular matters that should be dis-

cussed and dealt with at times other than the Sabbath
hours, should the church congregation also consider that
the presentation, discussion, and possible resolution of
some portions of their affairs should be reserved for the
days of the week other than Sabbath?

1 assume you are referring to secular issues or matters
relating to church business. If so, the answer is clearly yes.
However, because pastors, boards, and congregations do not

ADVENTIST

The denomination issues no list
of acceptable Sabbath discussions. It is left to each church
to be guided by its understanding of the principles of God’s
Word and the counsel of Ellen White.

A huge challenge in many churches (in spite of appeals
in newsletters and bulletin announcements) is the lack of
attendance at church business meetings. In these situations
pastors and boards know that restricting decisions to such
sessions ensures that a small segment of the membership will
make the decisions with which the entire group must live.
In these cases, unless certain plans and actions are at least
explained at the divine worship hour, many members
remain unconcerned and uncaring about church operations.

As unfortunate as that is, my inclination is to risk the
noninvolvement of the majority rather than the loss of
God’s blessings because of improper Sabbathkeeping.

Uninvolved, uncaring, uninformed members are a
tragedy and can effectively impede church progress. But the
promises of God upon proper Sabbath observance are more
valuable, dependable, and lasting than any good gained by
courting the participation of the majority in borderline
discussions on the sacred Sabbath hours.

Calvin B. Rock is a general vice president of the
General Conference. He holds doctoral degrees in
ministry and religious ethics.
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What's in 2 Name!

Attomﬁiy Walter Carson talks about why the

name of the Adventist Church must
be protected.

BY BILL KNOTT

IS BROW FURROWS AS HE

stares out the conference room win-

dow at the clouds piling up in the

blue Maryland sky.

“Whenever the church leader-

ship concludes that we have to use the legal sys-
tem to defend the good name of the church, we -~ -
get a lot of mail,” he says slowly. “Not only is there a cultural
distrust of the court system in America, but Adventists have
even greater reasons for being wary of litigation.

“Our serious approach to Scripture, particularly Matthew
18 and 1 Corinthians 6, means that we will always have
reservations about using the court system under even the
most clear-cur circumstances.”

For Walter Carson, a lawyer working in the Office of
General Counsel at church headquarters, the issues that
swirl around the uses and misuses of the name of the
Seventh-day Adventist Church are weighty and troubling.

“We receive letters that inform us that by applying for and
receiving trademark protection for the name of the church,
we have fulfilled prophecies from the book of Revelation,” he
adds. “In the thinking of these sincere members, we have
applied for protection to ‘the beast’ and have formed an
image to it. Trying to protect the good name of the church
through the legal system from those who would abuse it is
just another evidence to these members of how the church
has corrupted itself.”

+ Carson has worked in the General Conference Office of
General Counsel for 21 years and is the department’s “go-to”

- *person on issues of trademark protection and intellectual

property rights. Along with other members of the six-mem-
ber staff, he has been involved in several pivoral cases that

12 (360 APVENTIST REVIEW; JUNE 25. 1998
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have affected the opportunity of dissi-
dent groups to use the name “Seventh-day

~ Adventist” to describe themselves. A February

1996 decision by the U.S. Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office confirmed
the church’s trademark registration of the name “Seventh-
day Adventist” and allows the church exclusive use of the

name “Adventist” as well.

“The perspective that my colleagues and I share along
with church leadership is that these are really matters of
stewardship,” says Carson. “When the name ‘Seventh-day
Adventist’ was taken by Sabbathkeeping Adventists as their
official name, there were a host of implications for the ‘
future, some of which were comprehended by those who
voted the action. ;

“To that point, title to property had only been held by indi-
viduals: begirining in 1863, it could be held by a legal corpora-
tion functioning as an arm of the church. Without a formal
organizarion or an officially-approved ministerial force, disaf-
fected or self-appointed preachers could represent themselves as
being fully Adventist. :

“Both of those issues are still with us, as some of the liti-
gation we are involved in will show,” he adds. “Can a dissi-
dent group or breakaway pastors legitimately use the name
‘Seventh-day Adventist’ to describe a ministry when they
have removed themselves from the worldwide fellowship of
the church that bears that name? We think not.” :

At issue in the U.S. District Courr of New York ar pres-
ent is a case involving an unincorporated group that sepa-
rated itself from the Immanuel Seventh-day Adventist
Church in Brooklyn. Taking the name “Emmanuel
Seventh-day Adventist Church,” the group has F!so fileda




_suit o claim tithes and offermgs

“belonging to the established -
Adventist congregation organized »
with the Greater New York Con-
ference. Conference leaders are
responding to the civil case in a state

- court, while the General Conference

has filed suit on the trademark
‘infringement issue in Federal court.

“Some Adventists might feel that
we would do well to ignore these abus-
es,” Carson says. “They are content
to say, ‘Let God work out the prob-
lems.’ But there is a moral—and
even monetary—value to the name
of the church, as suits like this one
show. A name may not be tangible,
but it has a distinct value in the

m marketplace of ideas. The damaging
publicity that atrended the Waco
tragedy some years ago, in which
the Koresh group was incorrectly
linked with the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, created great
confusion in the public mind.

“A name, particularly the name of a
faith community, identifies it and its
value system as distinct from all oth-
ers. Those who would co-oprt that
name or trade on its potential for
goodwill are acting unethically and
illegally. They confuse the public, the
media, and, at times, even our own
members.”

Carson expresses mild amusement at
the coneradictory attitudes that some
Adventists have toward their denomi-
nation’s involvement in litigation.

“When the church files a lawsuir to
protect the rights of an Adventist
employee who has been discriminated

e'.against or fired for Sabbathkeeping,
there is little excepr applause.
Similarly, when this office has filed
amicus (friend of the court) briefs in
high-profile legal cases that affect the

constitutional rights of Advenctists and 9

other religious adherents, this is per-
ceived as a legitimate activity by most,
if not all, Adventists.

“But protecring the good name of
the church through litigation troubles

many Adventists,” he says, noting that &

an average of nearly 10 situations arise
each year that require some response
from his office. “Our first response is to

attempt a brotherly approach o those
who are no longer acting brotherly. We
ask them to discontinue their use of a
name that they no longer bear as a
tesult of their choices. Most of the
time, the only response we receive to
our request is ‘We'll do what we want.'
“Both Matthew 18 and 1 Corin-
thians 6 address the negative influence
of adversarial, brother versus brother
lawsuits,” Carson notes (see “Courting

Qwur godl is to
resolve all

differences at the

lowest level possible.

Trouble,” page 8, for a fuller discussion).

“But both also imply a time when the
dissenting brother is no longer acring
like a brother who recognizes the
authority of the church to resolve
issues, and is a candidarte for a different
kind of response from the church.

“These decisions are made carefully

and, I would add, prayerfully, with full __

\l\\F\Tl\T' EXUEW quﬁé?S [‘f?g

During the visit of the Church-State Study Commission to lmly, the members joined in @
Qﬂlﬂ"lpﬂpﬂ audience in St. Peter'’s. Afterwards three of the

briefly with the Pope—{from left) Pierre Lanares, religious liberty SK'“"Y of the 5""““
ern European Division; Roland R. Hegstad, editor, Liberty; and Leif
drews Universi.z. The Pope is here seen presenting a souvenir medal to Dr. Tobiassen.
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counsel from the General C xgnmw
leadership. Our goal & consistens wirh
the biblical counsel to resclve 2l &#
ferences at the lowest level ;acﬁ"&?ﬁ :
and thus preserve the oppormaiagfizr
improved relationships in the ﬁw*
Carson anticipates mors cases -
involving the name of the chuzchsma =
emerge in the months ahead. “The
explosion of information and business
represented by the growth of the
Intemet will bring many complex
issues to the fore,” he says. “We
aren't yet clear on how the laws pro-
tecting the use of the church’s name
will apply to electronic media or o
the various websites that describe
themselves as Adventist. Our geal is
to faithfully apply the principles of
our work so that the name Seventh-
day Adventist continues to have a
clear, unambiguous meaning to the
public and in the minds of all who
hold this church dear.” &

Bill Knott is an associate edi-
tor of the Adventist
Review.
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reneral Conference

trademark policy

Should the church
sue to keep its name
clean?

uestions have been
asked regarding ef-
forts by the General
Conference to pro-
tect the name of our

church through the

_ use of the trademark
laws. Unfortunately, much disturbing
misinformation has been circulated
among our membership, and this is caus-
ing considerable confusion and misap-
prehension. In order to correct any erro-
neous impressions, the General
Conference Trademark Committee has
prepared the following responses to many
of the general questions that have been

raised.

Q: Is it true that.the General Conference
has federally registered trademarks for the
name ‘‘Seventh-day Adventist” and vari-
ous programs of our church?

A: Yes. The General Conference Corpo-
ration of Seventh-day Adventists, on be-
half of the entire denomination, has reg-
istered under the United States
trademark laws the name “Seventh-day
Adventist” and a variety of the church’s
programs and services such as “Adventist
Health System,” “Christian Lifestyle
Magazine,” “Breathe-Free” and *Path-
finder,” to name just a few. Such registra-
tions reserve to our denomination the
exclusive right to use those names to
identify our organizations, institutions,
churches, programs, services, and publi-
cations.

Q: Why is it necessary for the church o

register its name for federal trademark pro-
tection?

A: The name of any organization is one
of its most valuable assets. It is by the
name “Seventh-day Adventist” that the
public identifies the church’s goodwill,
reputation, and integrity and the quality
of its mission, programs, and services.
The name of our church, to an even
greater extent than other organizations,
has special significance. The pen of in-
spiration tells us that when our church
was organized as a denomination in

1863, the name chosen to identify our

denomination was ordained by God and
is intended to serve as a unique identifi-
cation of this church, united as a single
body to proclaim the gospel to the world.

The master counterfeiter is diligently
seeking to create disunity and fragmenta-
tion, and to dilute the special signifi-
cance of God's message to His people and
to this world. A deliberate misappropria-
tion and misrepresentation of the
church’s good name is a contribution to
his effort. However burdensome it may
be to our church leadership, as faithful
stewards of the church and the Lord’s
work we have no choice but to act re-

 sponsibly in order to protect the good

name of the church.

An additional reason for the church’s
protection of its name is the legal conse-
quences to the church of ignoring unau-
thorized use of its name by organizations
that are not part of the denomination.
An organization that uses the name of
the church implies to the public that it is
a part of and accountable to the denomi-
nation, and is subject to its control and
direction. If in fact there is no connec-
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tion, the use of the name is a misrepre-
sentation or a fraud upon the public. If
such an organization does not meet its
business obligations to a third party, the
law may allow that third party to collect
on those debts directly from the denomi-
nation.

Q: Is it true that the trademark laws are for
the protection only of commercial and busi-
ness enterprises?

A: No. While the trademark laws, as is
the case with most laws, are phrased in
terms generally familiar to the business
world, their application is not restricted
to the realm of commercial and business
matters. It is well recognized that any
noncommercial, nonprofit organization,
including a church, is equally entitled to
the benefit and protection of the trade-
mark laws. Many other churches have
registered their names—Unified Free
Will Baptist, Presbyterian Church
(USA), and the Evangelical Methodist,
to name just a few.

Q: Who may use the registered trademarks
of the church?

A: Any entity with recognized denomi-
national status, as listed in the current
issue of the Seventh-day Adientist Year-
book, and local churches or companies
that are recognized by and accepted into
the fellowship of Seventh-day Adventist
believers by the local conference or mis-
sion are allowed to use the name
“Seventh-day Adventist” to idenrify
their organizations and ministries.

Q: May organizations or institutions that
are independently operated and organized
by Seventh-day Adventist laypeople utilize
the church’s registered trademarks to iden-
tify their organization or entity?

A: Only if they have mer the require-
ments of the General Conference trade-
mark policy and have been granted ex-
press written approval from the General
Conference Trademark Commitree may

such a group use a registered trademark of
the church.

Q: When a possible unauthorized use of the
church’s name or other trademark is brought
to the attention of the General Conference,
how is it handled and what actions are
taken?

A: Trademark matters are first referred to

the secretary of the Trademark Commit-
tee, who is an attorney with the Office of
General Counsel for the General Con-
ference. He initially reviews and investi-
gates possible unauthorized trademark
use to determine if there is or ever has
been a connection between the organiza-
tion in question and any recognized de-
nominational entity. If there is no such
connection, a determination is made
whether the usage of the church’s trade-
mark is in fact subject to trademark pro-
tection. After review by the General
Conference Trademark Committee to
determine what action would be appro-
priate, an initial letter is sent to the orga-
nization requesting it to voluntarily cease
using the trademarked name. The local
conference may be requested to assist
with counseling the individuals. If a sat-
isfactory response is not received, the
General Conference’s special trademark
counsel is requested to send a more firmly
worded official notice to the organization
to advise them to discontinue the use of
the registered trademark.

If no satisfactory response to the trade-
mark counsel’s letter is received after a
reasonable period of time, the matter is
again brought before the Trademark
Committee for further consideration.
Only as a last resort will the Trademark
Committee recommend that interven-
tion by a court be sought to correct the
problem. If chis is deemed necessary, the
matter is then referred to the General
Conference officers for authorization.
Approximately 90 percent .of the
church’s trademark problems are re-
solved without seeking the intervention
of a court.

Q: What is the nature of relief that the
church will request of a court?

A: The church’s primary objective is to
protect its good name by correcting any
misrepresentation and unauthorized use
of the name tending to confuse the pub-
lic. The primary means by which this is
done is for a court to issue an injunction

ordering the organization to discontinue

using the name as a means of identifica-
tion on its signs, advertisements, or any
other written materials produced by the
organization. Quite incidental to the re-
quest for injuncrive relief and as a stan-
dard component of any petition filed in
court, it is routine procedure to request
all the relief to which one could be enti-
tled for the particular claim, including
monetary damages and/or attorney’s fees.

It is well recognized
that any
noncommercial,
nonprofit organization
is equally entitled to
the protection of the
trademark laws.

As it is the church’s primary purpose o
persuade the infringing party simply to
cease using the church’s name, the
church will always reserve the right o
waive its rights to any monetary relief.

Q: Isn't there a risk that this may violate
someone’s freedom of religion or freedom of
speech?

A: No. The Seventh-day Adventist
Church actively supports the biblical
principle of freedom of religion. One of
our most treasured rights in this country
is the right to believe and practice our
religion according to the dicrartes of con-
science. The freedom to believe is abso-
lute. However, the practice of religion
cannot be done at the expense of or in
violation of the rights of another. Speech
that is false and misleading is never pro-
tected by the First Amendment of the
Constitution of the Unirted States. It is
well established that there is no violation
of the freedom of religion in preventing
anyone no longer connected with a
church from appropriating the name and

goodwill of that church.

Q: How do you reconcile this practice with
Paul's counsel m 1 Corinthians 6:6-8, in
which he admonished the people of Corinth
against taking disputes among the brethren
before the unjust for resolution?

A: Paul’s counsel is based on the assump-
tion that both sides, as fellow believers, |
ought to be willing to lay their disputes
before another believer for resolution.
Obviously the counsel is frustrated if one
of the parties to the dispute is either dis-
interested in considering a resolution of

AT IR AP AT e T fs ARA -
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o cssresimsos |
John Marik refused to
move, stating that he
had not been
specifically shown in
vision to move.

the matter or is simply not a part of the
community of believers. To relieve this
frustration it is necessary to rely on
Christ’s counsel in Matthew 18:15-17, in
which He advises if a brother who has
wronged you continues to ignore re-
peated and progressively firm requests to
resolve a dispute, he be considered a
“heathen man and a publican.”

Paul counseled the Corinthians not to
take a dispute before the “unjust.” While
the American judicial system may not be
perfect, it cannot be characterized as be-
ing unjust, non-Christian, or pagan.
Would it be sufficient to find a Christian
judge? The courts will not getinvolved in
church ecclesiastical disputes; they will
decide only questions that can be re-
solved using recognized neutral princi-
ples of law, such as the trademark laws.

Q: Would it not be better for the church to
simply suffer the loss rather than to seek a
legal remedy from the civil authorities?

A: At times the leaders of our church are
forced to make agonizingly difficult deci-
sions over issues that are not easily recon-
ciled in this modern world, using counsel
given in a different time and cultural cli-
mate. Surely one would not criticize the
church if it took swift and appropriate
legal action to prevent the church’s real
property from being taken by fraudulent
means, even by a member. Why then
should any less responsible stewardship
be required or expected in protecting a
far more valuable asset of the church —its
very identity and goodwill?

In addition to the more general ques-
tions that have been raised regarding
the church’s general rademark policies
and practice, many individuals, as a re-
sult of misinformation, have focused spe-
cifically on the church’s rademark litiga-
tion against John Marik and his group in
Hawaii. Unfortunately, much opinion

has been based on erroneous assumptions
regarding the law and the legal process,
and on blatant misrepresentations and
distortions of the facts of this case. The
following highlights some of the most
significant errors and distortions regard-
ing this case.

John Marik, a former pastor and
Seventh-day Adventist, and a small
group of former Seventh-day Adventists
established a corporation in Hawaii
called the “Seventh-day Adventist Con-
gregational Church.” For several years
the leadership in the Hawaii Conference
patiently endeavored to bring this group
back into the fellowship of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. After their ef-
forts proved futile, they sought the assis-
tance of the General Conference, and
the matter was referred to the General
Conference Trademark Committee. Af-
ter fruitless efforts to persuade John

Marik to change the name of his church;-
it was deemed necessary to seek the inter- |

vention of a court to resolve the matter.
An injunction was issued by the U.S.
district court in Hawaii requiring John
Marik and his group to discontinue the
misleading use of the name “Seventh-
day Adventist” to identify their indepen-
dent church. John Marik refused to com-
ply with the order of the court
Consequently, he and his congregation
were held and remain in contempt of
court. The matter is presently on appeal
before the U.S. Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit.

'Q: Why is the General Conference taking

these Seventh-day Adventists, our fellow
believers, to court?

A: To begin with, these people are no
longer Seventh-day Adventists. They
left the church of their own free will and
consequently have been disfellow-
shipped by their former local church.
John Marik, their pastor, was a ministe-
rial intern for a short time in the Hawaii
Conference. He was originally assigned
to the local church in the town of Cap-

“tain Cook. It was felt that a more experi-

enced pastor would better serve that
church, and in order to broaden John
Marik’s experience, he was reassigned to
a larger church under the tutelage of a
senior pastor. John Marik refused to
move, stating that he had not been spe-
cifically shown in vision to move. After
much prayerful yet unsuccessful effort to
gain his cooperation, the conference was
forced to terminate his employment as a

pastor. He subsequently left the
Seventh-day Adventist Church and de-
cided to start his own church. Repeated
efforts to bring him and his group back
into fellowship were withourt success.

Q: Why has the church used the trademark
laws against an organization that is not
involved in any commercial activiry?

A: Some may not be aware, but the
trademark laws are not intended for the
protection only of commercial activities.
It is well established that nonprofit char-
itable and religious organizations are en-
titled to trademark/service mark protec-
tion.

Q: Why is the General Conference Corpo-
ration the only plaintiff in this action?

A: The General Conference Corpora-

-+-tion; as the nonprofit property-holding

corporation of the General Conference,
is the sole registered owner of the trade-
mark and therefore under trademark law
is the only party that needs to be named
asa plaintiff in requesting this injunction
on behalf of the entire Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church.

Q: Is it true that the General Conference
has sought to deprive the group in Hawaii of
any or all of the following: personal letters,
research papers, Spirit of Prophecy compi-
lations, books, magazines, out-of-print rare
books, Spirit of Prophecy books, Bible com-
mentaries, three-volume indexes, corre-
spondence with friends about the lawsuit,
H.M.S. Richards’ Helps Bibles, any other
books, Bibles, etc.?

A: No. This is the most blatant distor-
tion of the facts of this case and is simply
not true. It is not the intent of the Gen-
eral Conference, nor has it ever been its
intent and purpose, to deprive anyone of
his personal property, nor would the law
even allow it. The sole objective has
been to prevent the unauthorized use of
the church’s name on any sign, adver-
tisement, or other material that may
have been specifically produced by John
Marik and his group as a means of misi-
dentifying their church as beipg a
Seventh-day Adventist church. In fact,
the General Conference would encour-
age this group to keep and diligently use
the Spirit of Prophecy writings. A read-
ing of all the court documents as well as a

correct understanding of trademark law
will bear this out.
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Q: Is it true that counsel for the church
attempted to conceal certain motions from
or to take advantage of the ignorance of the
defendant, John Marik, when he had no
attorney?

A: No. In addition to receiving (con-
trary to his assertion) the motion for the
judgment on the pleadings, John Marik
was notified separately on two other oc-
casions of the existence of the motion
and of the hearing on the motion. The
court as well as counsel for the General
Conference Corporation bent over back-
ward in attempting to assist and accom-
modate John Marik because of his lack of
knowledge of trademark law and court
procedure. He was repearedly encout-
aged to obtain counsel, directed to spe-
cific portions of the court’s rules, and
granted several extensions of time to re-
spond and prepare his defense or to ob-
tain counsel. John Marik and his group
are now represented by Max Corbetr, a
lawyer from Texas.

Q: Whatisa "ﬁdgnmzmme pleadings’?

A: A judgment on the pleadings is a
means of summarily resolving a matter in
which there are no facrual issues in dis-
pute.” sides are given full opportu-
nity’ before and during a hearing to
present and argue the case.

Q: Did the attorneys for the General Con-
ference write the order signed by the judge?

A: It is routine procedure for both sides
in court to submit a proposed order. De-
pending on the discretion of the judge,
either version may be used or modified as
the order of the court. In this case the
judge considered the proposed order of
the attorneys for the General Confer-
ence to be appropriate and therefore
signed it.

Q: What has John Marik and his congrega-
tion done to deserve arrest and imprison-
ment and an extensive fine?

A: The U.S. district court has found
John Marik and his congregation in con-
tempt of court for willful violation of a
specific court order. It is the opinion of
the church’s attorneys that John Marik
and his congregation knowingly brought
this upon themselves, possibly to draw
attention to themselves as alleged
“victims.” This unseemly result could
have been easily prevented by any one of

several simple steps that could have been
taken by John Marik or his attorney.

At the time of the contempt hearing
John Marik’s attomey had already ap-
pealed the case to the U.S. Court of
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. How-
ever, the court was never requested to
stay (refrain from enforcing) the order
and injunction while that appeal was
pending, as is routinely done when such
a matter is appealed to a higher court. A
court will enforce its judgment if a stay
has not been expressly requested. On
several occasions during the course of
the contempt hearing the court re-
minded counsel for John Marik and his
congregation that such a stay had never
been requested, arid the judge even de-
layed signing the order for three days in
order to allow John Marik's counsel to
rectify . the situation. Nonetheless,
nothing further was done, and the court
was bound to enforce its judgment by
issuing the contempt order.

In addition to requesting a stay of the
court’s judgment, John Marik could have
complied with the court’s order to cease
mistepresenting his group as being part of
the Seventhi-day Adventist denomina-
tion. Furthermore, during the three-day
waiting period, counsel for the General
Conference, in an effort to resolve the
contempt issue, made an offer of an in-
terim resolution, which was completely
ignored by the defendants. Because the
authorities do not know John Marik’s

- whereabouts, he has not been arrested or

imprisoned.

Q: Is it accurate to interpret Judge Smith’s
comments in court as sympathetic to the
position of]ohn Marik and his group?

A: No. ]u'dge Smith’s comments in their
entirety, including his comments off the
record, indicate considerable frustration
with the intractable and uncompromis-
ing position taken by John Marik and his
group.

Q: In whar other trademark actions is the
church presently involved?

A: The only other trademark case pend-
ing is the General Conference’s complaint
against the homosexual support group
Seventh-day Adventist Kinship Interna-
tional (see the February 4, 1988, issue of
the Adventist Review). This matter is cur-
rently in the pretrial discovery phase.

The U.S. district
court has found John
Marik and his
congregation in
contempt of court for
willful violation of a
specific court order. It
is the opinion of the
church’s attorneys
that they knowingly
brought this upon
themselves.

i |

Q: I have dlso heard of other trademark
actions in Texas, Alabama, and Indiana.
Whatever happened to these actions?

A: There has been no trademark action
initiated by the General Conference in
Texas. There was a dispute over church
real property within the Southwest Re-
gion Conference that may have been
misconstrued as being a trademark mat-
ter. The trademark action in Huntsville,
Alabama, was settled by mutual consent
of the parties after the defendant volun-
tarily agreed to discontinue using the
name “Seventh-day Adventist” as part of
the name of his church.

A question was initially brought to
the General Conference Trademark
Committee regarding a possible unau-
thorized use of the name “Seventh-day
Adventist” by a group in Newburgh,
Indiana. However, after an initial con-

| tact and investigation of the matter, it

was found that this group had become a
part of and is now officially recognized
asamember church by the Lake Region
Conference.

The only other trademark matter that
has been taken before a court by the Gen-
eral Conference involved a Samoan
group in southern California. That mat-
ter was resolved after the Samoan group
voluntarily changed the name of its
church. ]

{



EDITORIAL

T'he very first Sabbath I spent in the
Washington, D.C., area, a brother

confronted me with ‘‘the trademark
problem.”” Not sufficiently briefed on
the issue, I hemmed and hawed my way
through the encounter. I've since had a
chance to reflect at greater length on the
matter, and now venture a few thoughts.

The Nature of the Problem

To those as unbriefed as I was that
Sabbath day a couple years ago, just a
word of explanation. The General Con-
ference has gone to court in the United
States, seeking to establish the church’s
exclusive right to the use of its official
name, Seventh-day Adventist.

Some Adventists feel that the church’s
name should be common property for
any person, group, or organization that
wishes to use it—that no one should have
an exclusive right or monopoly over re-
ligious symbols, including names. Thus
they believe that the church is wrong in
going to court to control the misuse of its
name. Moreover, based on 1 Corinthians

taking its own members—or former
members—to court, period.
How should we view the issue?

Looking Back

It is instructive to get a feel for the
historical circumstances that led to the
development of the Seventh-day Advent-
ist name and organizational structure in
the first place.

Before 1860, the group of Millerite
Adventists who came to embrace the sev-
enth day as the Sabbath had no formal
name Or organization by which to dis-
tinguish themselves from other Miller-
ites—or from any other religious group,
for that matter. And in the short term,
this posed no problem. Strong leaders
like Joseph Bates and James and Ellen
White held the scattered band together.

4 (444)

6, they hold that the church is wrong in

The Trademark
Controversy— 1

But the rapid increase in membership
during the 1850s placed a heavy strain
upon this loose, informal arrangement.
Problems arose, and ‘‘the need of the
church for a name and a corporate ex-
istence”” came into sharp focus.! The
Seventh-day Adventist Encyclopedia,
from which the above quote is drawn,
was first published in 1966 and revised in
1976, and was not influenced by the
present controversy. Yet its description
of the reasons for the move to organize
and adopt a name appears uncannily rel-
evant to the situation that confronts us
now. j :
According to the article, we were led
into organizing and adopting a name be-
cause of ‘‘the legal problems of holding
church property (originally owned by in-
dividuals); the growing need for select-
ing, directing, and supporting the min-
istry; and the necessity of controlling
personal ambition, fanaticism, and off-
shoot movements.>”  The 1850s, the ar-
ticle goes on to say, saw “‘self-appointed
preachers who went out with more zeal
than ability and consecration, and with-
out being responsible to any church
body’* *—for we had none.

A Lesson Lost

Incredibly, at this late date and with so
much history behind us, there are still
those who would like to operate inde-
pendently in the name of the church,
without any formal ties to the church,
and without any direction or control by
the church. The lesson of history is lost
on them.

Perhaps the most obvious possible
motive of such people is to gain advan-
tage by wrapping themselves in the man-
tle of the church, riding upon its prestige,
respect, and goodwill —built up through
years of labor, enormous sacrifice, and
dedicated public service.

I consider this approach a violation of
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elementary ethics, as well as a betrayal of
public trust.

The public has a right to know the |
exact identity of any group or entity op-
erating in its midst. Society demands that
there be just one IBM, just one Ford
Motor Company, just one baseball team
called the Toronto Blue Jays, just one
church organization called the Southern
Baptist Convention, just one Roy Adams
in the phone book with my address. We
deliberately frustrate this need for preci-
sion and discrete identity if we allow a
multiplicity of distinct entities to operate
under identical names or designations.
This could not possibly be in the public
interest.

Moreover, to adopt the name of an
already existing and established entity
without its permission, compliance, or
blessing amounts at the very least to pub-
lic mischief. Ultimately, it comes down
o an act of fraud upon the public in
whose mind the established name al-
ready has a distinct connotation and cur-
rency. It constitutes willful misrepresen-
tation and theft of reputation.

But what if a new group arises, be-
Lieving in the Second Advent and es-
pousing the integrity of the seventh-day
Sabbath? Doesn’t it have the right to
adopt the name Seventh-day Adventist,
without regard or relation to the existing
entity by that name? Or what if a group
from within the church, without denying
the Sabbath or the Second Advent,
breaks away from the parent body? Does
it not have the right to retain the church’s
name? I will take up this issue in the next
segment.

T Seventh-day Adventist Encfclopedia (1976), p. 1042.
3 Bid.. pp. 1042, 1043,
(Continued May 31)
ROY ADAMS
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EDITORIAL

e concluded part 1 with the fol-

lowing questions: What if a group
should arise that believes in the Second
Advent and espouses the integrity of the
seventh-day Sabbath—doesn’t it have
the right to adopt the name Seventh-day
Adveniist without regard or relation to
the existing entity by that same name?
And what if a group from within the
church, without denying the Sabbath or
the Second Advent, should break away
from the parent body—does it not have
the right to retain the church’s name?

for the following reason:

As the Seventh-day Adventist Ency-
clopedia brings out, the name Seventh-
day Adventist does not automatically de-
scribe any person or group that espouses
the Sabbath and the Second Advent—no
more than does the term Southern Baptist
refer to any and every Christian group or
person in the southern part of the U.S. (or
elsewhere) that believes and practices
baptism by immersion. The term
Seventh-day Adventist, like the term
Southern Baptist, is a specialized expres-
sion, used in a restricted sense. In other
words, it is not generic. ‘“The full title
‘Seventh-day Adventist’ . . . is the of-

nomination with a specific body of doc-
trines, of which the Sabbath and the
Second Advent form only a part.”’*

In criticizing the church, some refer to
Mark 9:38-40. Here one of the disciples
reported to Jesus that they had prohibited
a man from casting out devils in Jesus’
name ‘‘because he was not following
us”” (verse 38, RSV). To this Jesus re-
plied: ‘“‘Do not forbid him; for no one
who does a mighty work in my name will
be able soon after to speak evil of me. For
he that is not against us is for us’’ (verse
39, 40, RSV).

The issue of trademark is clearly differ-
ent from this situation in the text. The Ad-
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The answer is no on both counts, and .

ficial name of a specific Christian de- -

The Trademark
Controversy— 2

ventist Church forbids no one to preach or
teach in the name of Jesus—
nor does it have any jurisdiction or special
claim over the use of that name. In fact, it
recognizes the right of everyone to use the
divine appellations in preaching or teach-
ing or exorcisms or whatever.

Since the Reformation, however, the
various branches or sectors of Christen-

A number of cases of fraud
and embezzlet;;em that have
: been argued successfully in
court in recent years in-
volve well-known religious
figures of other denomina-

tions. These should be a

warning 1o us.

dom have adopted a wide variety of
names by which to identify and distin-
guish themselves from other groups.
Fraught with legal and other complica-
tions, it is an altogether different situa-
tion from that which confronted those
early disciples.

Avoiding Needless Risk

1 find it simply incredible that well-
meaning Adventists in the complex
world of the twentieth century can argue

160-12

that the Seventh-day Adventist Church
ought to allow its official name to be
used, with impunity, by any and every
person or group choosing to do so.
Would these same people suggest that
the church also allow its name to be used
by gays and lesbians as part of their
official name?

The pressure on the church to capitu-
late on this issue manifests an insensi-
bility to the enormous legal liability that
such permission or concession could in-
volve. Under the principle of ascending
Liability, the church could be extremely
hardpressed in such a situation to defend
its inculpability in the event of a lawsuit
against an independent body bearing its

title, naming both the church and that (

independent body as codefendants.

I do not question the sincerity of those
who criticize the leaders of the church for
seeking redress with respect to the abuse of
its name. Such critics, however, hardly
realize the full implications of the issue.
Should the Adventist Church give heed to
their advice, the entire financial structure
of the church would be put at risk.

A number of cases of fraud and embez-
zlement that have been argued successfully
in court in recent years involve well-
known religions figures of other denomi-
nations. These should be a waming to us.
Those who love the church should do all in
their power to protect it from potential lit-
igation arising from crimes, misdemean-
ors, negligence, or willfulness on the part
of independent groups operating under the
name of the church, but outside its control,
direction, or guidance.

But should the church appeal 1o the
secular authorities in the first place?
Should Christians take fellow Christians
to court? We will address these questions
in a separate editorial on June 14.

*SDA Encyclopedia (1976), p. 1324.

ROY ADAMS |
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TrRADEMARK
PROTECTION

BY CALVIN B. ROCK

4 I Yhe name Seventh-day Ad-
ventist carries special mean-
ing. If its significance is to be

retained, the church must protect it
from those who would misrepresent
it. Deliberate theft of this name re-
quires the same quality of protec-
tion we would exercise were we re-
sponding to any other invasion of
property interests, including forg-
ery and the theft of funds.

The problem of unauthorized use
of the church’s name has emerged in
a variety of formats. It has become so
serious that the General Conference
has created a Trademark Committee
structured to carefully and prayer-
fully implement procedures for pro-
tecting the church’s interest in its
name in the context of Christian un-
derstanding. We regard the use of
the church’s name by a group that is
not a duly recognized component of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church
organization as a fraud upon the
public. To usurp the church’s name
by taking money from the public in
the name of the church, or by giving

"the impression that the church

sanctions the group’s goals and phi-
losophy, often creates confusion as
to the church’s mission as well as its
fundamental principles and beliefs.

Protected Under U.S. Law

The church’s trade names are reg-
istered and protected under United
States law. When unauthorized use
is discovered, the process of review-
ing the issues and proceeding to
protect the name is done with de-
liberate care and Christian charity.
If it is determined that there is an
unauthorized use that could mis-
lead the public, the procedures re-
quire that an appropriately worded
request be forwarded to the individ-
ual to cease and desist. After much
time and patience, if the request is
ignored or rejected, a more firm and
direct reminder is sent, usually by
the attorney retained as special

counsel to represent the church in
trade name matters.

If after further time cooperation is
not gained through voluntary under-
standing. the church has no choice
but to utilize the injunctive relief es-
tablished by federal law to protect its
property—the good name of the
church. The church does not sue the
offending organization for the pur-
pose of obtaining damages or puni-
tive judgments; it simply asks that the
courts restrain the organization from
unauthorized use of its name.

Unacceptahle Use of the
Church’s Name

The adversary of all that is good is
the master counterfeiter. A deliber-
ate misappropriation of the church’s
good name, for whatever alleged ra-
tionale, is a contribution to his ef-
forts. It is regrettable that the patient,
protracted process by which the
church encourages groups and indi-
viduals to voluntarily cease and de-
sist is sometimes ignored. But Christ
has observed, “By their fruits ye
shall know them” (Matt. 7:20), and
taking property rights without per-
mission, and misrepresentation to
the public, are outside the scope of
acceptable legal conduct as well as
Christian behavior.

As in the matter of dismissing
church members for unbecoming
behavior, we all are pained to take
such measures, but if after carefully
following all of the lengthy steps
outlined above cooperation is not
achieved, we know of no other
means to protect the interests of
God'’s cause. o

Calvin B. Rock,
a general vice
president of the
General Confer-
ence, is chair-
man of the
Trademark
Committee.
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NHFARES Continental A1rhnes abandoned an attempt to raise fares
* after sey alongxConi
largest carrier, sald last wee
roundtrip flights up.to 500 miles and increases of $30 and $40 for longer
trips. United Airlines, American Airlines and TWA imainained simiiar
increase$ Monday." Ameérica West, Delta and US:Airways were among .
airlines that rescinded thexr increases: Monday Southwest Airlines had .
not raised fares and Northwest Airlines had’ra:Sed thiern only in select-”
ed markets ‘A similar push by Contmental in February also failed. The
ustry

] GHUR{:H LASH m headquarters. of .the . Seventh—dayAAdventxst
Church’asked a federal judge it Miami'to par a:-West Palm Beach
church'it considers “a hate group” from. using the: denomination’s trade- ,

mark narme. Ads run nationally by the  Eternal Gospel Church of Sev- f :
enth:day Adventists denounce Catholics and most Protestants for wor- .

shlpmg .on, Sunday, comparing them: to ‘Satanists’ ‘and pagans. Jeffrey"

Tew, a lawyer for, the national denomination that clauns about 10 mil- - '

lion members, called the offshoot church “a hate group.” The name
“Seventh-day Advenhsf’ was registered as a trademark in 1980. But law-
yers for the West Palm Beach church say the term is a description of the
religion. The tertn comes from two basic tenets of the church: honoring -
Saturday as the Salzbath and ant1c1pabng the Second Coming of Christ.

LENTEN BEEF: The Roman Catholic bishop of Fall River, Mass., has
changed his'mind and agreed to allow his diocese to eat meat this Fri-
day: Blshop Sean O Malley drew conlroversy last week when bishops in
Boston and Providence, R.I, issued dispensations to allow for the tradi-

tional St. Patrick’s Day méal of corned beef and cabbage. Q’Malley said

2%

hebalkedat the dlspensatlon', traditiorial in this heavily, Irish area when .-
St Patrick’s, Day falls on "a‘Friday; because modern Catholics aren’t
asked to make Lenten’ sacnﬂcee as severe as those made in decades -
past. Most Catholns are encoumged to abstain from eating meat on Fri-
days during the sxxweek season. of\Lent that: precedes Easter. - =

ALSO MONDAY. ... -

. TR i Ji

) TERRORISM SUTI‘ U S. relatxves of a Ju eWISh settler couple killed
in 1996 by Palestinian militants filed a $250 million federal lawsuit in
Providence, R.1, against Yasser Arafat, the Palestine Liberation Or-
ganization and the Islamic group Hamas. The lawsuit claims Palestin-
ian officials were.responsible for the shootings of Yaron and Efrat Un-
gar because they allowed Hamas to operate trammg facilities in the

. West Bank and Gaza Strip and encouraged terrorism in the region.

> HOME ALONE: A couple in Rockford, Ill, were charged with
leaving their five children at home alone while they spent a week in
New Orleans at Mardi Gras, police said. Xavier Lewis, 35, and Donna
Harris-Lewis, 28, were free on $50,000 bond after being charged with
child abandonmenL _The children range in age from' 13 to 4.

Haitian 1mm1grants land on Fla. beach

As many as 30 Haitian im-
migrants came ashore in a
small cabin cruiser and tried
to scramble to freedom when
they reached the beach, au-
thorities in Fort Lauderdale
said. Most were picked up by
police officers who descended
on nearby Hugh Taylor Birch
State Recreation Area and sur-
rounding neighborhoods, po-
lice said. About 10 got away;
the rest were turned over to
_the Immigration and Natural-

grants who reach land can stay,
but Haitian and others are con-
sidered illegal and face return
to their native country. The sus-
pected smugglers were not im-
mediately identified.

By Jy Sloan R, Sun;n:Serlﬁr\el. v-a AP
Almost made it: A police officer talks
to Haitians who came ashore Monday.

Written by John Bacon with staff and wire reports

2.20:2 itinentak the nations fifth- - .
at it would implement & $20 increase on -
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A "i“WEi'tiiout the Flames

BY B. B. BEACH, DIRECTOR FOR INTER-CHURCH RELATIONS, GC PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

Arcpm‘t just issued by a Church of England commission
declares that while “hell” may exist, it's probably empty.
The report recommends a major shift in Anglican thinking
by affirming that eternal death, not eternal punishment,
awaits unrepentent sinners.

The “Mystery of Salvation” report notes that throughout
the ages the “imagery of hellfire and
eternal torment and punishment . . . has
been used to frighten men and women.”
As a result, Christians often “have professed appalling
theologies which made God into a sadistic monster. . . . Hell
is not eternal torment, but is the final and irrevocable
choosing of that which is opposed to God so completely . . .
that the only end is total nonbeing.”

In part, that’s what Adventists have been saying for more
than a century, but we're still in the minority. We hold that
there is no biblical basis for an everlasting hellfire of torment
for the damned, but that evil and cevildoers will simply be

annihilated forever.

GC Undergoes Paradigm Shift

A paradigm shift? What's that? When organizations
undergo a change in direction, focus, mission, or
procedures, the process is called a paradigm shift. That's
what is happening at the General Conference today, and
the impact of the changes may soon be felt in local
churches.

Church administrators and departmental personnel
from around the world met for four days in the
Interdepartmental Strategic Planning and Networking
Committee (ISPAN) March 24-27. They envisioned
initiatives to help more members strengthen their
devotional lives, exercise spiritual gifts in Christian
outreach, provide Christian education for their children,
increase their understanding of stewardship as spiritual
truth that permeates the whole life, and other objectives.

The ISPAN committee recommended 17 initiatives
that were submitted to the GC Strategic Planning and
Budget Committee, which selected eight for further study.

Among the eight selected are proposals to make the
published works of Ellen G. White available in more
languages and-at more affordable prices around the world,
provide a training support system to help pastors and
church elders mentor church members, create ways for
larger numbers of Adventist youth to share their beliefs

NEWS COMMENTARY

However, the report leaves other questions for debate. It
doesn’t address “immortal soulism” or pre-Advent and final
judgments. lt is difficult, if not impossible, to reach a
coherent position regarding “hell” and the destiny of “the
lost” without first establishing a correct biblical
understanding of the nature of humans and God.

If humans at conception receive an
immortal soul, then annihilation becomes
impossible. The soul would live forever.
And contrary to what some liberals think, God is not a
divine therapist who will succeed in healing, given enough
time, even the worst reprobates. Neither is God, as others
suggest, a cruel and unrelenting disciplinarian. What's true,
though, is that “sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth
death” (James 1:15).

Annihilation is not only biblical; it is logical and, in a
singular way, merciful. God will not force humans to exist
forever in a moral and spiritual atmosphere that they find
uncongenial.

and serve humanity, and
develop training materials
to aid Adventist schools
in evangelism.

The eight proposals
will be studied at the
next Annual Council.

SDA Church Wins
Exclusive Rights to

PLANNING PROCESS: Linda

Koh, Asia-Pacific Division Name
women's ministries director, :
leads a discussion group about The Seventh-day

Adventist Church now
, - has exclusive rights to
the use of the name “Seventh-day Adventist” in the
United States. . :

The U.S. Patent Office’s appeals board ruled that
the church’s rights to “Seventh-day Adventist” as a
trademark and service mark dates back to 1863, when
the church officially organized. This board ruled that
the church’s claim is superior to those of any other
group that might have used the same or similar
designation.

The board refused claims by independent groups that
the name is generic. “To the contrary, we find that the

new Initiatives for the church.

ADVENTIST REVIEW, APRIL 25, 1996 (453) 21
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Religion in the News

Cuban Roman Catholic leaders believe a new era of religious tolerance has
begun in Cuba. “We have greater freedom to express our faith,” said one leader
who is helping to map out a new strategy for ministry. More than 14,000
Adventists live in Cuba.

Sin book wins book of the year. Not the Way It’s Supposed to Be: A Breviary of
Sin is Christianity Today's pick for 1996. Author Cornelius Plantinga, ]Jr., says people
aren’t willing anymore to call sin by its right name. He calls for “pinning the sin
label on the scandals, fraud, corruption, and violence that beset contemporary
America.” :

Churches will be taxed for their properties if Colorado voters OK it in the
November balloting. Most nonprofits—including schools and hospitals—would be
taxed. We have more than 10,000 Adventists in Colorado, three hospitals, and
numerous churches and schools.

Increased religious lobbying efforts in the United States might get the
go-ahead if a Senate bill passes. It would allow religious groups to spend up to
20 percent of their annual income on lobbying and 5 percent on political con-
tributions. The IRS now limits such lobbying to a “substantial part” of their
income. The bill would define the IRS’s rule.

—Compiled from Religious News Service reports.

GO ING B WIS BUIRGE A K

evidence of records shows that for a period of more than 130 years the
primary significance of the designation ‘Seventh-day Adventist’ has been o
to identify the source of religious publications and services emanating from
respondent [the SDA Church],” the board said.—Adventist News Network.

R&H Launches Bible Commentary on CD-ROM

The Review and Herald Publishing Association’s new Seventh-day
Adventist Bible Commentary on CD-ROM ‘is making Bible study quicker
and simpler, says Robert Kinney, Review and Herald president.

The IBM-compatible software turns a home computer into a complete
Bible reference library, enabling users to cross-reference commentary
entries, compare Bible translations, and research maps.

The program also includes an updated version of the Seventh-day Adventist
Encyclopedia and an archive of Holy Land photographs. “This is an invaluable
resource for pastors, theologians, and those who want to do serious Bible
study,” Kinney says. For more information, call (800) 765-6955.

What's Coming!

Apr. 27  Hands Across the World Offering for Global Mission
May 2 National Day of Prayer

May 4 - Adventist Community Services Sabbath

May 11 Disaster and Famine Relief Offering

May 25  Global Baptism Day
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The cholesterol-reducing meat replecer, testac
at the University of Toronto and row reccriss
in the New England Journal aof Medicine*

Our ‘Meats’ Are
So Real Some
Vegetarians

Won't Eat Them!.,

Since our introduction of Heartline Meatless
Meatsin 1987, vegetarians around the world have
grown to love the look, taste, and texture of our
animal-free meat replacement products.

Easy to use, Heartline cooks up in about 15
minutes tosatisfy a wide range of dishes —and yet
many of our customers cat right from the bag! It
comes “pre-cooked” so no refrigeration is required!

Heartlineis made from pure defaued soy flour,
yet docs not have the soy “afier-taste”™ found in
many meat replacers. It's so delicious and fun to
eat — why, eating is believing!

Bestof all, Heartline offers so much good nutri-
tion!

+ Lowers Cholesterol!* » LowinFat
»* 100% Vegetable Derived »* Lowin calories
» 100% Natural » Higherin fiber

¢ Than TVP!

Check Your Local Distributor or Retailer

Heartline Meatless Meats have been available
in health food stores throughout the U.S. and
Canada. However, as a special introduction to the
fine family of Lumen products, we have put to-
getheranew Introductory Sampler we know you
will enjoy. For just $19.95, we will send you five
80z Heartline samples: Beef Fillet, Ground Beef,
Canadian Bacon, Pepperoni, and Chicken Fillet.
Each package makes about one pound of “meat.”
® Inaddition we will send you two 12 oz. packages
of our delicious Heaven On Earth Milk Replacer
—enough to make one gallon of each: Regularand
new Carob Flavor. ® We'll also send you four
1.5 oz. samples of our incredible new vegetarian
snack, Stonewall’s Jerquee, along with our Whole
Earth Vegetarian Catalogue with its “50 Reasons
WhyI'mA Vegetarian.” ® It'sagreat value for
$19.95, and we'll even cover the shipping and
handling! ®  So call today!
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N Lumen Foods
| (gl 409 Scou s, Dept. W-495 |
Lake Charles, LA 70601
l Yes, please rush me your Heartline Introductory Pack- l

age, priced at only $19.95. '
—.Visa/MC/AmEx ___Personal Ck ___M.O.

No. Exp. date l

Please ship to:

Name l

Address ;
I City State ___ Zip

' Phone Orders: (800) 256-2253 + Inquiries Welcome!

B Canadian Orders, Please Add $5.00 S/H. * Cal for fres brochure o
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Church Wins in

Vanuatu Decision
Verdict heads off possible takeover.

BY BRUCE MANNERS, EDITOR, SOUTH PAcCiFic DivISION RECORD

q he chief justice of Vanuatu
ruled, on September 19, in
favor of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church over a
group based at the Pango
church in Vanuatu. The Pango group
had applied to register themselves as
the Seventh-day Adventist Church of
the republic of Vanuatu.

In his judgment, the chief justice,
Charles d’Imecourt, said: :

“1. I declare that the plaintiff
church [the Seventh-day Adventist
Church] is the true Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Vanuatu.

“2. The defendants [the Pango
group] and any of them are hereby
restrained from using the plaintiff’s
name, whether it be Seventh-day
Adventist Church, SDA Church, or
Seventh-day Church, and or any
similar variation thereof, in perpetuity.

“3. The defendants shall pay the
plaintiff's costs; such costs to be taxed
or agreed.”

Brief History

Chief Justice d’Imecourt began his
judgment (words within quotation
marks are direct quotes from the
judgment) with a brief history of the
contlict, beginning with the
application by the church to the
Vanuatu commissioner of financial
services, Julian Ala, to be
“incorporated as a company limited by
guarantee under the Companies Act”
on December 19, 1995.

Mr. Ala wrote on March 21, 1996,
advising that he had received
“representations from two groups
purporting to represent the Seventh-

day Adventist Church in Vanuatu.”
He requested a copy of the certificate
of registration as a religious body from
the church.

“On March 27, 1996, Mr. Ala wrote
again that he would not proceed with
any registration of any entities bearing
the name Seventh-day Adventist

Claims of

"breakaway
~ faction have no

legal basis.

Church until the issue as to who is the
true and correct user of the name is
determined by the court.”

After a description of the briefs
given by the church and the Pango
group, Chief Justice d’Imecourt noted
that evidence given by Pastors Calvyn
Townend (president of the Western
Pacific Union Mission) and Errol
Wright (president of the Vanuatu
Mission) “was not challenged and the
defendants called no evidence. It was
accepted that the plaintiffs did indeed
represent the ‘mother church’ and that
they themselves were a breakaway
faction. Nor was it disputed that the
plaintiff had great goodwill and
commercial attractive force.”

He noted that “the defendants
merely submitted that the plaintiff’s
application had no legal basis” and

AU EMTIOT D EVIEW

relied upon the decision of the Court
of Appeal in England, in a 1982 case,
Kean v. McGivan. (In this appeal the
decision to allow a small political
party in England to use the name of
another small political party founded
two years earlier was upheld because
there was “no trade in the widest
meaning of the word; no
commercial activity carried on.”)

“That case merely turns on its own
facts,” said Chief Justice d’lmecourt,
“and can be clearly distinguished
from the present case.”

He thanked the church’s Vanuatu
barrister (attorney), Susan Barlow,
for her “helpful submissions” and
referred to several cases he found of
assistance in coming to his judgment.

Precedents Noted

He quoted from Lord Parker
(United Kingdom) in a 1915 case: “I
believe that the principle of law may
be very simply stated, and that is, that
nobiody has any right to represent his
goods as the goods of somebody else.”

In another United Kingdom
decision, in 1961, the Costa Brava
Wine Company was not permitted to
use the word “champagne” on its
wines. The judge in that case said, “I
think that Mr. Crylls and his company
intended by using the name ‘Spanish
Champagne’ to attract the goodwill
connected with the reputation of
‘champagne’ to the Spanish product.”

Chief Justice d’Imecourt said,
“The word ‘trade’ or ‘trader’ has
now come to have a very wide
meaning, and persons involved in
professional, literary, and artistic

NECTMRER 74 1904 (1587) 19
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occupations have been included.
The protection has also been
extended to charitable and quasi-
charitable organizations (whether
incorporated or unincorporated),
including churches, and precedents
abound around the world.”

He quoted from a case “very
similar to the present case” in New
South Wales involving a dispute
between members of the Holy
Apostolic and Catholic Church of
the East in Sydney. The judge said:
“As a matter of general principle, 1
cannot see any reasons a religious
organization should not have the
same protection as to the goodwill in
its name as is afforded by the law to
commercial organizations. Surely,
while religious organizations may not
have ordinary commercial goodwill,
they have something closely

analogous thereto in that their
reputation will be damaged by people

education, who presented a report on

youth.

education.

NAD Changes Educational Stance

he Adventist Church faces an enormous challenge in

providing affordable education for its youth.

That'’s the assessment of Richard Osborn,
North American Division vice president for

Adventist education at the NAD year-end
meetings November 3-7 (see Review, Dec. 19).
Osborn’s presentation was the final report

of the NAD Commission on Mission and
Organization. The commission, which also
dealt with church structure and finances,
developed a series of recommendations to help
local churches, conferences, and unions plan
for the future educational needs of Adventist

Osborn said the essential recommendation voted was
the broadening of the church’s philosophy of Christian

The new concept brings a systems approach to
Christian education that affirms Adventist schools,
Sabbath school, Pathfinders, Adventist Youth
organizations, summer camps, and youth programs as
viable sources of Christian education. ‘

“When we think of Christian education we mainly

falsely ascribing as an adjunct to
them the organization which is
holding itself out by a deceptively
similar name.”

Final Comments

Chief Justice d’Imecourt noted that
the church is a “reputable worldwide
organization” involved in charitable
work benefiting vast numbers of
people. “They have invested their time
and money in charitable enterprises
that have benefited and continue to
benefit Vanuatu. . . .

“The defendants, on the other
hand, are seeking to break away from
the mother organization and seek to
use the plaintiff’s name or a very
close resemblance of it, the only
purpose of which, surely, is to benefit
from the considerable goodwill and
attractive (commercial) force in the
name of the plaintiff church. This, in
my view, would mislead the public

Richard Osborn * '

committee:

think of Adventist schools,” says Osborn. “As we consider
the number of Adventist students in public schools, it
~ compels us to revisit our idea of Adventist education and
recognize that Christian education comes from many
sources.”

Among the challenges cited by the
commission are (1) a growing demand for
more day academies, (2) large numbers of
small schools that spread resources, (3)
maintenance of consistent educational quality
in all schools, (4) a need for greater
cooperation among colleges, and (5) low
morale among teachers—who are often

_perceived as being treated as “second-class”
- denominational employees.
Among the recommendations voted was a
request that each union establish a commission on how
many academies its area should have.

ln other business the North American Division executive

B Voted to designate 1997 as the Year of Health and
Healing. The committee also appraved a strategic plan to
promote the church’s health message throughout the year.

The initiatives call on local conferences to focus their
camp meetings and major convocations on health

into believing that they are one and
the same organization.”

He then commented that this could
mean financial resources being taken
from the church, which may cause the
church to withdraw its help and
assistance to Vanuatu.

“Like the learned judges in the case
of Holy Apostolic and Catholic
Church supra,” said Chief Justice
d’lmecourt, “1 see no reason ‘an
element essentially indistinguishable
from commercial goodwill should not
be attributed to a charitable
organization and be equally entitled to
protection from the law."”

Reprinted from the South Pacific
Division Record, Oct. 5, 1996.




W O R L D

N E W s &

PoE R &P E €T . 1. M.E'S

Anything L’!Good On? Actually, Yes.

BY ANDY NASH, Am'r':rlJTIST REVIEW ASSISTANT EDITOR

ost television—like most movies, music, video

games, and Web sites—is garbage. Add to this a

new television ratings system that actually
encourages garbage: What show, after all, wants to be rated
TV-G? Not many. For kids, there’s little decent left; for
adults, it’s no different. “Adult programming” is a joke;
there’s no such thing. If the sex,
violence, and bad language affect your
8-year-old’s brain, they’ll affect your
brain—maybe even more so.

Many Christians correctly speak out against indecent
shows. But what do we do when the rare decent one comes
along? Register our support? Or keep quiet, saving our com-
ments for combat?

Take Monday night's 7th Heaven—a one-hour family
drama so wholesome, so well done, that it’s a wonder rhe
Mormons didn’t produce it. “TV’s fastest-growing series”
(appearing on the new WB network) features a real-world

GC to Enter Trademark Case in New York

The General Conference has authorized its attorneys
to file a trademark infringement lawsuit against an inde-
pendent New York congregation for that body’s improper
use of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s name.

The unincorporated body separated from the
Immanuel Seventh-day Adventist Church in Brooklyn,
New York, and goes by the name Emanuel Seventh-day
Adventist Church. This group has asserted claims against
tithes and offerings belonging to the established
Adventist Church that is recognized by the Greater New
York Conference. The claims were subsequently brought
to civil court.

The GC became involved because of the independent
body’s continued use of the former church’s name,:though
the group uses a slightly different spelling. GC officials
are concerned about the integrity of the Seventh-day
Adventist name and wants to prevent confusion with its
unauthorized use. The Greater New York Conference
m'xde unsuccessful attempts to clear the matter.

NET '98 Team Names Musnc COmmlttee Chair

Organizers of the NET ’98 satelhte evangellstlc series
recently named Kenn’egh Logan, minister of music at the
i

NEWS COMMENTARY

family of seven facing real-world issues: heartbreak, peer
pressure, the dangers of gangs, the effects of lying.

In a recent themed episode, “l Hate You,” 11-year-old
Simon discovers the hate of the Holocaust when he inter-
views a survivor; teenage sisters Mary and Lucy dismiss
their brother’s new girlfriend—"“Hate her,” says Mary;
“Hate her,” echoes Lucy—because she’s
too perfect; and 6-year-old Ruthie, mod-
eling the hate she hears, tells Mom she
hates her for making her wash the walls
she colored. Apologizing later, Ruthie is distressed to find
that Mom still hurts. “I want your heart to feel better right
now,” she pleads. By show’s end, viewers all ages have no
choice but to hate hate.

True, television is market-driven, and even good shows
like 7th Heaven have a way of degenerating. That's why it’s
important to support them now, while they’re still good.

WB’s fax number is 818-977-6479.

A |
i

Pioneer Memorial church at Andrews .
University, as music committee chair.

Logan, a professor in Andrews
University’s Music Department, says that
“NET ’98 will reflect in its music its spe-
% h cial mission to communicate to young
adults the fresh appeal of Jesus for this
age. At the same time, the music will
respect the generational and cultural diversity of its audi-
ence in seeking to illuminate timeless truths of God’s
character. |

“We will seek to have a variety of music in a tasteful
mix of new and time-affirmed styles,” he says.

Kenneth Logan

GC Offer? New Youth Sabbath School Guide

-+ This month Adventist teenagers around the world will
m | receive the newly redesigned
Cornerstone Connections Bible study
guides for youth Sabbath schools.

With a lesson topic on personal
identity, Adventist youth will set out -
on a solid, Bible-based approach to
everyday challenges for teens facing
the new millennium, says editor
Gary Swanson.

b
1

|
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‘addict and often use only con-

demnation and prayer.

—Name Withheld

Trademark Case

Last week I spent considerable time on
the Sabbath school lesson on 1
Corinthians 5 and 6. In this passage,
Paul, under inspiration, strongly disap-
proved the practice of members taking
other members to court. He said, “Dare
he take it before the ungodly for judg-
ment?” (1 Cor. 6:1, NIV). Then I
picked up the January NAD Edition
and read “GC to Enter Trademark Case
in New York” (Newsbreak). Does Paul’s
advice still hold? Would it not be better
to “be wronged,” to “be cheated,” as
Paul suggests (verse 7, NIV)?

—Lucile Lewls
YOUNTVILLE, CALIFORNIA

I disagree with the involvement of the
court systems to solve disagreements
within the church. This matter should
have been taken to the Lord. One has
to get out of the driver’s seat, give it to
the Lord, and be willing to accept
God's providence, especially when it
does not agree with one’s idea of the
solution.

—John Fender
FOLEY, ALABAMA

“Close Personal Relationship”

1 keep reading and hearing about the
importance of a “close personal rela-
tionship with Christ.” It is seen as
imperative if we are to be serious
Christians en route to the kingdom.

I also keep wondering what this
“close personal relationship” means.
Does it involve a mystic quality?
When one prays, does Jesus seem to be
almost physically present, listening
and responding as if He were right
there by one’s side?

Maybe I'm lacking something. I'm a
conscientious person who wants to do

God’s will, but am not deeply religious
like some people 1 know. When 1 pray,

. nothing mystical is involved, no feel-

ing of a semighostly presence in the
room to comfort, reassure, and en-
lighten. I believe God hears me
because the Bible says He does.

Is a close and personal relationship
automatically present if people read
the Bible or other religious literature
frequently and pray for help in matters
great and small? Do some people then
gain an impression that God is leading
them whatever their subsequent deci-
sions may be? What kind of impres-
sion? A hunch? Something more than
that? What?

Sometimes | wonder how often peo-
ple talk about this relationship because
it is the approved and religiously correct
thing to say. But usually I suspect that
some Christians really do have an expe-
rience that hasn’t been mine. Assuming
the latter to be true, could we hear from
someone who has discussed this phe-
nomenon with a number of committed
Christians who claim this experience?
Please explain as explicitly and con-
cretely as possible just what a close per-
sonal relationship is.

—Reo M. Christenson
WEST CARROLLTON, OHIO

Please send responses to Close Personal
Relationship, Adventist Review, 12501

" Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD

20904. We'll print several in a future
issue.—Editors.

COVER PHOTO: WHILE SERVING AS A
GLOBAL MISSION PIONEER, AUGUSTINA
PASUANG (STANDING LEFT) INTRO-
DUCED THE VILLAGE CHIEF, CALVEN
TIMBANGCANG (STANDING MIDDLE), TO
CHRIST. CALVEN AND AUGUSTINA WERE
MARRIED, AND ARE NOW SERVING AS A
GLOBAL MISSION PIONEER TEAM. THEY
ARE PICTURED WITH KALIMANTAN
M1SSION PRESIDENT DJOKO SOEWARSO
(RIGHT), THEIR OWN CHILDREN, AND
SOME NEIGHBORHOOD CHILDREN.
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NAD Leaders Reaffirm Perth Document

Silver Spring, Maryland—More than 200 top Adventist
Church leaders gathered here for the North American Division
(NAD) year-end meetings November 3-6 overwhelmingly reaf-
firmed the Perth Declaration calling for all members to support
and recommit themselves to the Adventist message and mission.

The Perth Declaration, drafted and voted by the General Con-
ference’s Annual Council in Perth, Australia, in early October,
has become one of the most significant appeals by church leaders
in recent years (see the November 7 Review for the full text).

The concise, 10-paragraph declaration reaffirms *‘the funda-
mental truths that bind us together as a people,’” including confi-
dence in Christ as “‘our righteous Redeemer’” and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church as “‘a prophetic movement.”’

It also contains two paragraphs that detail the work of various
dissident groups within the church that seek to undermine the
church— particularly through their use of printed material and
videos—and appeals to them to “‘set aside divisive side issues and
join with the organized church in affirming the fundamentals of
our message.’’

When NAD president A. C. McClure introduced the document to
the year-end meetings, he asked GC president Robert S. Folkenberg
to comment on the document’s origin. Elder Folkenberg told com-

Other NAD Year-end Actions

In other business, the North American Division Executive
Committee: gAefs ¥ '

1~ Approved Ministerial Training Recommendations
calling for an integrated 10-year Ministerial Training Curricu-
Ium that includes college, seminary, and field experience.

v Endorsed a Revised Stewardship Reaffirmation State-
ment approved by the 1991 General Conference Spring Meet-
ing. The document recommends that division leaders develop a
strategic stewardship plan, conduct a church ministries stew-
ardship advisory during the 1990-1995 quinquennium, and cre-
ate an evaluation system.

The statement also recommends, in the face of a dramatic de-
cline in the number of church stewardship leaders during the past
decade, that unions and conferences develop a network of trained
stewardship specialists and provide training and certification for
stewardship coordinators. pastors. and specialists.

1~ Endorsed a proposal for an Adventist evangelistic as-
sociation based at the Adventist Media Center in Newbury Park,
California. In this “*bold™" move. the association would employ
seven full-time evangelists and assign them to the center’s media
ministries such as It Is Written. The evangelists would be as-
sociates on the broadcasts and conduct evangelistic efforts in
local conferences.

mittee members that in the face of steadily strengthening attacks on
the church “‘we don’t have the option of silence anymore. We've lost
that one. And both extremes, left and right, need our attention.

“We must take the high ground,”” continued Folkenberg, *let-
ting people know where we stand; and being wise, compassionate,
and clear to those who undermine our fundamentals . . . so that
the role and function of the church are not held hostage to those
individuals who feel the freedom to be destructive to it.”

While NAD Executive Committee members overwhelmingly
reaffirmed the Perth Declaration, many felt that it didn’t go far
enough in identifying individuals and organizations that have
openly attacked the church. After reaffirming the declaration on
Monday, November 4, McClure told the committee that time
would be allotted later to discuss the need for a stronger response.

When McClure reopened the discussion Wednesday, Dakota
Conference president Don Shelton proposed a statement outlining
particular behaviors and naming specific ministries and individuals
as being destructive to the church and its mission.

“We can no longer sit on the side,”” Shelton said. *“When individu-
als are tearing down God’s church, it’s time to do something about it.”

Mid-America Union president Joel Tompkins affirmed his concern
““for the many honest Seventh-day Adventists. When they get all this
Jjunk in the mail, they think it comes from the church because it’s
presented in that manner. Somebody has got to stand up and say,
‘No, this didn’t come from the church. It came from dissidents.’ ”’

Committee members, after more than an hour of discussion,
appeared divided on whether or not to name people and organiza-
tions and thus referred Shelton’s statement and the possible formu-
lation of a stronger response than the Perth Declaration to NAD
officers for further study.

GENERAL CONFERENCE

e A R T e )
Hawaii Judgment Favors GC. The Federal District Court in Hono-
lulu, Hawaii, has issued a judgment in favor of the General Con-
ference following a request by John Marik and his congregational
church to conclude the dispute over their right to use the Advent-
ist Church’s name. ;

*“The judgment enjoins Marik and the members of the con-
gregational church from using the church’s trademarks
‘Seventh-day Adventist’ and ‘SDA’ in the name of their orga-
nization or in any way that would lead people to think they are
connected with the Seventh-day Adventist Church,’’ explained
Robert W. Nixon, associate in the Office of General Counsel
of the General Conference.

Attorney Nixon says that Marik approached the trial counsel for
the General Conference several weeks ago and offered to settle the
dispute. After Marik signed the settlement documents, the federal
judge signed the judgment November 14.
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Sue Unto Others?

B GINA: There are times when legal action is
necessary, even among Christians.
Should an Adventist who has a grievance
t‘i against another member take that person to
court? The text we use to discourage such legal
proceedings is 1 Corinthians 6:1-7: “Dare any of you, having
a matter against another, go to law before the unjust, and
not before the saints?” (verse 1).

However, many fail to read the eighth verse: “Nay, ye do
wrong, and defraud, and that your brethren.” Many
Christians have been taken advantage of simply because
they refuse to sue “their brothers.” But are people who
defraud another believer really our brothers?

Jesus said our brothers and sisters are those “who do the
will of my Father” (Matt. 12:50).

Here are three points to consider:

1. A brother or sister wouldn’t treat me in such a way that
1 would have to take him or her to court (see Luke 17:1, 2).

2. The law was made for the unjust and for sinners, that
is, for those who break the law and come under its condem-
nation (Rom. 3:19).

3. There are Christian lawyers and judges in our sys-
tem whom we can expect'to judge righteously and impar-
tially. Even those who are unrighteous can still be used
for God's glory (see the story of the unrlghteous judge in
Luke 18:1-7). ;

The bottom line is this: there are many people in this ..
world who call themselves Christians but don’t reflect ™~
Christ in their words or deeds. So should the Christian
who has been defrauded seek and receive legal assistance
in times of need, even if the person being sued is a
“Christian”? Yes!

Every possible step should be taken to avoid legal action
in every situation with every person. But once all avenues
are exhausted and the situation must be resolved, the
Christian should not be made to feel like a villain because
of exercising his or her legal rights.

Doug Llewelyn, of the famous TV show The People’s
Court, said it best: “If you have a problem with some-
one, don’t take the law into your own hands; take that
person to court.”
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GINA SPIVEY BROWN znd
LORETTA PARKER SPIVEY

LORETTA: It sends an inconsistent message
when Christians sue each other.

Gina, please allow me to begin by quoting
~ someone whose writings and life I respect—even

though we rarely agree. “The ultimate question
is: Do we trust God?”

Any idea who said that?

You did! And I agree. We can’t trust God for everything
and sue our brother or sister at the same time. It’s a shame
that we Christians have allowed the “Take ’em to court”
attitude to permeate our perspective.

Take a look at my three points:

1. 1s “brotherhood” contingent upon good and positive
actions? Jesus had every right to say that those who do
the will of His Father are His brothers and sisters.
However, I'm not so sure that you (or 1) have the right to
make that determination—Ilest we fall into the category
of the Levite and the priest in the story of the good
Samaritan (see Luke 10:30-37).

2. Some things are just “family business.” We, the
church, don’t have a separate legal system. If we sue each
other, we as members of God’s family allow others outside of
the family to handle “our business.” It sends a horrible mes-
sage to those whom we’re supposed to evangelize. How can
preach and teach about God’s miracle-working powers and
yet not trust Him to work in every situation?

3. God is judge. And His Word is clear: “But I say unto
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good
to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you; that ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to
rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the
just and on the unjust” (Matt. 5:44, 45).

And finally, if you have a problem with someone, don't
take that person to court. Take a stand—and take the indi-
vidual to Jesus in prayer. He promised: “Call unto me, and !
will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things,
which thou knowest not” (Jer. 33:3).

What do you believe? Andwhyj ‘Gina and Loretta challenge you
to read your Bible, know what you believe, and take a stand . . .

. for Jesus.
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NEWS UPDATE

Kenneth Edward Piner
is president of the senior
class at Columbia Union
College. He is an assist-
ant in the college’s
public relations office.

“Seventh-day Adventist”
Not Always a Trademark

- by Kenneth Edward Piner

In an October 3, 1991, decision,
Seventh-day Adventist Kinship In-
ternational, Inc. won the right touse
the Seventh-day Adventist (SDA)
name in its title. The ruling was the
result of a suit filed by the General
Conference of Seventh-day Adven-
tists on December 7, 1987, claiming

~ that SDA Kinship’s use of the name

“Seventh-day Adventist” constituted
federal trademark infringement.
SDA Kinship was incorporated in
1981 as a ministry for gay and les-
bian Adver\tists, their families and
friends.

U.S. District Judge Mariana
Pfaelzer, of the Central District of
California, wrote in her decision,
“The Court finds that, as used by
SDA Kinship, the term ‘Seventh-day
Adventist,’anditsacronym ‘SDA’ are
generic, and are not entitled to
trademark protection.” \

Robert Bouchard, former presi-
dent of SDA Kinship and chair of its
liigation committee, said that in rul-
ing that the Seventh-day Adventist
name was generic, Judge Pfaelzer
picked the “most sweeping” deci-
sion. It shows, Bouchard says, that

the church “didn’t have the right to
trademark the name in the first
place.”

Robert Nixon, associate in the
office of general counsel for the
General Conference, offered a dif-
ferent view. “Our major thrust is to
protect the name of the church.” The
decision is a narrow one, he said,
thatis “limited to a usage by Kinship,
or a usage like Kinship's,” and “still
leaves the Seventh-day Adventist
Church fully protected.”

The church did not appeal the
decision, Nixon said, “mainly be-
cause it [the decision] was so nar-
row.” He added, “We didn’t think it
did that much damage.” Further-
more, Nixon said that the church felt
an appeals court would have sent
the case back to the district court for
further consideration by the same
judge, putting the church “back in
the same ball park.” However,
Nixon said, “We still don’t like Kin-
ship using the name.”

Bouchard said members of Kin-
ship were quite surprised that the
General Conference didn't appeal
the case. He said that “a district court
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opinion is only persuasive” when
used in other cases. In addition to
the expense consideration,
Bouchard said the possibility of the
General Conference losing an ap-
peal and perhaps setting an even
wider precedent, could be the rea-
son for no further appeal.

Nixon, on the other hand, said
that would not necessarily be the
outcome of an appeal. The appellate
court could affirm the circuit court’s
opinion, strengthen or weaken the
circuit court’s decision, or reverse
the original decision. He said that
not all written decisions from appel-
late courts are published, so they
may not set precedent, but they are
available for persuasive purposes.
Nixon emphasized that the General
Conference’s only two reasons for
notappealing were the low damage,
and the possibility of having the case
sent back to Judge Pfaelzer.

Whatever might have happened
to an appeal, Mike McLaughlin,
president of SDA Kinship, said he
feels *“vindicated” by Judge
Pfaelzer’s decision. “It was very hard
on us [Kinship] emotionally to go
through the last five years since it
started,” McLaughlin said. “It’s like a
burden has been lifted and we can
get back to business.”

Sherri Babcock, public-relations

director for SDA Kinship, said, “Iwas
thrilled when the verdict came
through. I had been doing a lot of
praying about it.” Since the General
Conference filed the suit, “I felt like
my family was trying to kick me out”

64

~ and that the church was uying to
" ostracize her, Babcock said.

McLaughlin said that the litiga-
tion took the energy of the organiza-
tion away from its mission of out-
reach to gay and lesbian Adventists
and Christians. According to
McLaughlin, the case has had a per-
sonal as well as finandial impact on
Kinship.

McLaughlin said that Kinship
spent approximately $10,000 on the
defense of the case; Nixon said the
General Conference spent more
than $200,000 over the five year pe-
riod. Kinship’s costs were consider-
ably lower because the National Gay
Rights Advocates accepted Kinship’s
case and arranged for the presti-
gious firm of Fulbright & Jaworski to
defend them pro bono.

Nixon—in November of 1985—
was the first person from the Gen-
eral Conference to contact Kinship

 regarding its desire thatKinship stop
using Seventh-day Adventist as part

of their name. He initially ap-
proached Ron Lawson, who was
serving as Kinship's appointed
church liaison.

Lawson said Nixon asked for
Kinship to quietly change its name
because the church had a trademark
on “Seventh-day Adventist.” Lawson
said, “I took it to a few of the key

officers .and we decided that it -

wasn’t the sort of issue that could be
decided by the officers.”

' The officers presented the re-
quest to Kinship members at their
Kampmeeting during the summer of

1986. “It was a very emoticnal time:
the meetingswentonforalong time.
Lawson said. “Our name is termiois
important for us.” The request, &=
said, “was basically interpreted as
church saying to us..."We don't want
to be associated with you.” He saic
the result of Kinship’s discussion was
“a firm decision that we could not
change our name.”

The General Conference pur-
sued the issue in court and Kinship
did offer to settle the case if certain
proposed conditions were met.
Those conditions included, among
others, having balanced articles on
homosexuality appear in the
Adventist Review and Minisiry
magazine, as well as the inclusion of
information on homosexuality in
the sex—education classes within the
church’s educational system.

Nixon said thatthe General Con-
ference felt the settlement would
have been unacceptable. “It would
appear that the church was working
hand in hand” with Kinship, and
“Kinship’s philosophy of homo-
sexual practices is unacceptable (o
the church.”

Following the decision, Mc-
Laughlin wrote an open letter to
General Conference President Rob-
ert Folkenberg encouraging interac-
tion between the two organizations.
Assistant to the President B. E.
Jacobs responded to McLaughlin’s
letter for Folkenberg, saying that it
would be impossible for the General
Conference and Kinship to interact
as McLaughlin desired.

Vorwpte 22, Nz
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February 8, 2005
Davidian SDA
P.0. Box 7540
Santa Rosa, CA 95401
Re: Domain Names
“Jthdayadventistchurch org”
“seventhdayadveatistchurch.net”
“seventhdayadventistchurch info”
“Tthdayadventist.info”
Sexvice Martk Infringement
False Designation of Origin
Federal Dilution
State Law Dilution
Cybersquatting/Cyberpiracy
Dear Sir/Madam:

We represent the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the General Conference Corporation
of Seventh-day Adventists. Tha General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day A dventists
is registrant of the marks ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST, as is
evidenced by U.S. Reg. Nos. 1,177,185; 1,176,153 and 1,218,657,

Though not federally registered, the Church’s acromym SDA has been held by the United
States District Court for the Southera District of Florida (Case No. 98-2940-CIV-King) to
have acquircd “sccondary meaning through the continucus usage thereof from 1860 forward

.. and, as such, the names SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST aud Plaintiff’s acronym SDA

must be protected fully as if the names were strong at isception.” (Finding 24.) The
Florida coust in the same Finding stated “the mark SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and
Plaintiff's acronym SDA have become famous and synonymous with the good will and

quality of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Plaintiff has expended considerable effort and
expense over the last 139 years in promoting its mark SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and
Plaintiff’s acronym SDA and the products and services associated therewith, and
-consequently the mark is entitled to broad protection.”

PHGE: 1




The registration and/or use by the Seventh-day Adventist Church of its ADVENTIST and
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST marks establishes the Church’s exclnsive right touse these
marks, 15 US.C. § 1115(a); Gilbert/Robinson, Inc. v. Carrie Beverage-Missouri, Inc.,
758 F. Supp. 512, 522 {19 USPQ2d 1481] (E.D. Mo. 1991), aff 'd, Gilbert/Robinson, Inc.
v. Carrie Beverage-Missourt, Inc., 989 F.2d 985 [26 USPQ2d 1378] (8* Cis. 1993). This
exclusive right empowess the Seventh-day Adventist Church to prevent third parties from
uging any name or mark that is likely to cause confusion, such a8 your domain name/website
uses of the Church's marks and Church name. 15 US.C. §§ 1114, 1116; Green Products
Co. v. Independence Corn By-Products Co., 992 F. Supp. 1070, 1075 (N.D, Iows 1997).

‘In the course of our trademack/servico mark enforcement monitoring of the interst we
encouatered the above-captioned domain names. Of these, “seventhdayadventistchorch info™
specifically identifics “davidiansda org” as “Registrant Organization” while the registrant
is said to be “Export” (see WHOIS of Network Solutions). “Bxport” is believed to be
“Adon Bxport” who is so identified as the registrant of “seventhdayadventistchurch net,”
though again the registrant orgsnization is “davidi:nnsda.org". Each of
“Tthdayadventistchurch.org™ and *7thdayadventist.info” domain names identify registrant
as Adod Export, though in neither of the latter is there refarence specifically to

“davidiansde.org™. However, when any one of the four laner-inentioncd domain pamcs is
logged onto, one reaches directly or is linked to “davidiansda.org™.

The use of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s registered ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST marks and/or the Church’s name in the above-captioned domain names
constitutes sny one or all of infringement, false designation of origin, unfair competition and
dilution, all under Title 15 of the U.S. Codk, as well as dilution under the anti-dilntion laws
of the State of California and/or Nevada. These domain names provide immediate initial
likalihood of confusion because cach provides immediate association with and/or
sponsorship by the Scventh-day Adventist Church as the source of services/products
associated therewith. These domain names also canstitute cybersquatting/cybespiracy under
15U.S.C. § 1125(d)(1)(A) pursuant to the Anti-Cybersquanting Consumer Protection Act
(ACPA). The very incorporation into the captioned domain names of the entiroty of the
Church’s ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST marks and names creates
likelihood of confusion. Since your domain names are confusingly similar to and dilutive
of the common Iaw and registered trademarks of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, your
registration of these domain names, having clearly occurred with & “bad faith intent to profit

from™ the marks of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, constitutes cvberpiracy in violation
of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(d).

We trust that it will be unnecessary to enjoin by way of civil action your insquitable and
illegal usage of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s name and the Church’s ADVENTIST

oy



and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST marks, and upon receipt of this letter we trust that you
will immediately cease and desist from using the latter cxpressions or any names, marks or
phrases cquivalent thercto in association with your domain name/websitc/home
page/advertizing and any and all of your activities.

Therefore, we are respectfully requesting you to immediately:

1. Cease and desist all use of “Tthdayadventistchurch,” “seventhdayadventistchurch,”
“Tthdayadventist™ and any other words or phrases similar thereto and liksly to be
confused with the marks ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and the
Seventh-day Adventist Church name.

2, Agree to take any actions and/or execute any documents necessary fo transfer the
above-captioned domain names 1o the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The Seventh-
day Adventist Church will agree to pay any transfer fee required by the domain
registrar and will reimburse you for the registration fee paid for the current
registration period, provided the transfer ocours within thirty (30) days of your receipt
‘of this letter. .

5 % Cease and desist all usages of ADVENTIST, SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and

SDA and any other confusingly similar marks witich are likely to be confused with

- and constitute an infringement of the trademarks/service marks of U.S. Reg. Nos.
1,177,185, 1,176,153 and 1,218,657, ,

We ask that you confirm compliance with these demands by removing all four. domain
names‘webaites from the Internet, as well as removing SEVENTH DAY ADVENTIST from
existing or future website source codes, within seven (7) days from the date of your reccipt
of this letter.

Further confirm your compliance and agreement to all demands made herein, including the
transfer of the domain names to the Church, by signing the duplicate of this letter and
retming the same t© our office, also within seven (7) days from the receipt thereof.

This letter is written without prejudice to all further rights of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church, inchuding but not by way of limiration, rights to injunctive relief to obtain the
cessation of your objectionable use of all of the Church’s name, trademarks, service marks,
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wade sames, Jogos and/or acronyms beretofore specifically defined or any confusingly
similar therewith

Agreed to and signed this 25™ day of Felorugra |, 2005,

Davidian SDA

Title:
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(301) 680-6320 i

S 12501 OLDCOLUMBIA PIKE, SILVER SPAI

CHURCH WORLD HEADQUARTER
186 *® FAX:(SDI)B&—&@ e C

TEL: (30) 680-6000 * TLX: 440

6 Novem_ber 1996

Rogue Valley Historic Seventh-day Adventist Church

p.0. Box 34
Talent, OR 97540,

Dear Sir:
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OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL
(301) 680-6320

6 November 1998

CHUHCHWORLD HEADQUARTERS 12501 CLDCOLUMBIAPIKE, SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20804 USA
TEL: {301) 680-6000 ® TLX:440188 ¢ FAX: {301) 880-8328 e CBL: ADVFNTIST WASHINGTON

Dear Sir:

It has come to my attention that you are identifying your Church as the Rogue
Valley Historic Seventh-day Adventist Church. The General Conference Corporation
of Seventh-day Adventists has registered the name Seventh-day Adventist with the
-U.S. Trademark Office. | have enclosed a copy of that registration for your
information.

~ To prevent the likelihood of confusion, | am requesting that you discontinue using
Seventh-day Adventist in the name of your religious organization; and to drop any
further reference to Seventh-day Adventist in your communications. | am sure you
do not want to intentionally violate applicable law. :

Please acknowledge in writing, within 10 days, receipt of this letter together with
assurances of your intent to comply with my request. Thank you for your
assistance. T

Very truly yours,

Walter E. Carson

Rogue Vatley. Fistovic §.D.0.Chunch

DEAR JAN,

TRIED TO CALL FOR "LIVE" TALK BUT WILL
TRY FAX TO GET THROUGH. AS PER FAX
" PREVIOUSLY-SENT, YOU CAN SEE WE ARE UNDER
"CONFERENCE-ATTACK" AS TO OUR USING THE NAME
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST. :
R : | NEED TO KNOW ABOUT YOUR
COPYRIGHTED SIGN. \
PRESENTLY, WE ARE DISPLYING THE
NAME OUTSIDE: RQGUE VALLEY HISTORIC SEVENTH-

DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH. THIS HAS SENT THEM-
BALLISTIC



McMAHON FEARNLEY

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS L
P.O. BOX 76

MARKET STREET

266 QUEEN STREET
MELSOURNE 3000
TELEPHONE: (03) 9570 0955
FAX {03) 9570 0666

LLOYD M. McManon LL.B
ROY W. FEARNLEY B. JURts., LL.B
BRETT H. MCMAHON B.A., LL.B. tMGRS).

ASSOCIATES
JOHN J. KOTSIFAS B.5c.. B.Ec., LL.B
ERic T. CHOO B.Sc., LL.B.:

15 November 1996

Messis, Ray de Carlo, Maurice Peterson,
Russcll Standish and Colin Standish
157 Gaston Crescent
. Armstrong Hills
WAROONA, 6215 WA

Dcar Sirs,

Re: The Free Seventh-day Adventist Church of Australia/Western Australia
We act on behalf of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. As you arc aware, the
Church has developed and acquircd substantial and distinctive reputation and

- goodwill. That reputation and goodwill attaches to its name.

You and your associatcs arc now incorporating the namc of the Church into your
literature. The Church strongly objects to this misappropriation of its name. Such
activitics arc false, misleading and deceptive. Accordingly, we request your writ-
ten undertaking, within 7 days, on behalf of yoursclf and your associates to imme-
diatcly ceasc using the'Church’s name and to ccase to make or organise any activ-
ities under thc umbrella of the Church’s name or any misleading similar variant.

If we do not hear from you, the Church will commence legal proccedings against
you and your associatcs. Such proccedings will involve the institution of an
Application for Intcrim Interlocutory and Permanent Injunctive rclief together

with a claim for Damagcs.

Yours faithfully,

%f»yf\""’“

McMAHON FEARNLEY
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMIMERGE
Patant and Trademark Office

%
3, :% # | Office of the Seficitor
! ¥

ne : 6 Pending Litigation Addrass! All Ckher correspondence:
June 6, 199 P.0. Box 15867 Box 8
Arfingtan, Virginla 22215 Washingtan. 0O.C. 20231

Mr. William L. Perry
Route 1, BOX 378-A
Reinholds, PA 17569

gteven Scheck, Esq.
106 N.W. second Avenue
Gajinesville, FL 32601

vincent L. Ramik, Bsq.

¢/o Diller, Ramik & Wight, P.C.
7345 McWhortexr Place, Suite 101
Annandale, VA 22003 .

e i e i o S
o e e e —— 4 —— - m— - - s

2e: STOCKER v. GEN CONF CORP SEVENTH DAY
Fed. Cir. Appeal No. 96-1355
Cancellation N¢C. 17,554;18,038

Dear Sirs:

The patent and Trademark Office has received notice of the
docketing of the above-identified appeal in the Federal Circult.

The Commisgioner may wish to file an amicus brief in the appeal.

Accoxrdingly, I would appreciate very much being served with coples
of your respsctive briefs. Briefs may be mailed to:

Nancy J. Linck

golicitor

P.0. Box 15667

Arlington, Virginia 22215

or may be hand-delivered ox sent by a commercial delivery gervice
Lo & w ' )

Nancy J. DLinck

Solicitor

2121 Crystal Drive

Suite 918

Arlington, Virginia 22202

Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,
ol S A
o e 4

MANCY J. LINCK

Solicitor

P.0O. Box 15667

Arlington, Virginia 222153
703 305-9035




// é . SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH IN CANADA

oo\ EGLISE ADVENTISTE DU SEPTIEME JOUR AU CANADA

Notional Headquarters

Sidge Social

1148 King Street Eost
Oshowa, Ontario L1 H 1 H8
Telephone: (905) 433-0011

May 15 éoo3 Fox: (905) 4330982
ay 15,

H. B.
[deleted]

Toronto, Ontario
MSW ...

Dear Mr. B:
Re: Illegal Use of Church Name

It has come to our attention that you have been publishing items under the name of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church without church approval. We kindly ask that you refrain from doing so.

We understand that you have published documents stating that they are of the “Bebold for Jesus
Christ Ministry of the Seventh-day Adventist Church.” We are not aware of any such ministry of
our church.

The Seventh-day Adventist Church takes very seriously any use of its name without its
authorization. The name is an important identifier of our church to the community and for that
reason we cannot sanction its use by those purporting to represent the church when in fact they
are not.

‘We trust that you will abide by our request in not using the terms, “Seventh-day Adventist
Church,” or “Adventist Church”, or “Adventist”, in your publications ~ and that you will destroy
those documents in your possession and/or control that you have so labelled.

Thank-you for your anticipated co-operation.

Sincerely,

Barry W. Bussey

Legal Counsel

cc: Derrick Nichols
Dirk Zinner
Ledtord Morris



GENERAL ASSOCIATION
OF
DAVIDIAN SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

. MT. CARMEL CENTER
P.O. BOX 119
MOUNTAINDALE N.Y. 12763
US.A.

(914) 434-5282

June 19, 1996

The Remnant Church of

Creation 7th Day Adventists

PO Box 284

Spring City TN 37381-0284 ’

Dear Interested Party and Contributor:
“Let thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we hope in thee.” Ps. 33:22.
Christian greetings.

We are certain that by now you are wondering what is taking place with the
Trademark case. Thus it is the purpose of this letter to try and bring you up-to-
date on the progress of the appeal.

As you no doubt are aware, the notice of appeal was sent from our office on April
12, 1996 and was recorded on Monday the 15th, (the deadline by the U.S. Court
of Appeals). Mr. Steven Scheck is handling the case on our behalf. He has since
filed for an extension of the actual appeal. The original appeal deadline was April
30, 1996, the new deadline is June 30, 1996. Mr. Scheck has just completed the
appeal and is forwarding a copy to us. He hopes to file it a few days ahead of the
due date. : :

There are two other developments. The first being that the conference lawyer,
Vincent Ramik, filed a motion to dismiss the appeal based on a technicality . He
claimed that the “notice of appeal was filed incorrectly in that Mr. Ramik was not
notified of the intention to appeal. To counter this motion, Mr. Scheck received
an affidavit from Mr. William Perry ( the original petitioner) and the association
who physically filed the notice of appeal, stating that the notice was handled “pro
se” (without an attorney), and that we simply followed the instructions of the U.S.
Court of Appeals office. We were able to provide the name and number of the
person who gave the instructions to us on how to file the notice. Mr. Scheck has
since responded to Mr. Ramik. It appears that the problem is resolved.

The second matter involves the trademark and patent office, who is considering
filing an Amicus Brief--a friend of the court. We do not know much about the



intentions or reasons for their even contemplating this. However, it certainly
indicates the patent and trademark office has taken note of the case. It could
very well be in our favor. We will have to wait and see what they decide to do.
We will keep you informed.

Overall, we can say that the case is progressing well. Please keep praying that
God’s will be done, that His truth can be vindicated, and that our beloved church
comes to the realization of their folly. May the prayers of the saints awaken them.
Again ,let us thank you for your financial assistance, and your prayers.

/ &
A. Anthony Hibbert, Ph.D.
Chairman
Executive Council
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SEVENTH-DAY &
ADVENTIST §
CHURCH i. NORTH AMERICAN DIViSION
September 15, 1997

Raffael Perez, Pastor
Eternal Gospel SDA Churca
P. O. Box {5138

West Paim Beach. FL 33416

Dear Mr. Karfaei:

We have received information that the Eternal Gospel SDA Church has piaced advertisements in The Washington
Times. The Miami Herald, and The New York Daily News. We checked with both the Florida Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists and the Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists in an attempt to contact the leadership of
the Eternal Gospel SDA Church through the appropriate denominational channeis. We learned from those conferences
that the Eternal Gospel SDA Church is not part of the Seventh-day Adventist denomination. We learned from those
conferences that the Eternal Gospel SDA Church is an independent church without any formal ties to the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination. I understand from informal channels that you are the leader of this church. Can you confirm
for me that the Eternal Gospei SDA Church is uot part of the Seventh-day Adventist denominarion?

If that is true, I need to ask you to stop using the initials “S. D. A.” in your name. The advertisement that appeared in
The Washington Times produced a great deal of confusion. There were several angry letters to the editors of The
Washington Times — letters that accused the Seventh-day Adventist denomination of being intolerant and bigoted.
Obviously, the use of the initials, “S. D. A.” by Eternai Gospel SDA Church has resulted in significant confusion with
the Seventh-day Adventist denomination.

You may not be aware that the Seventh—dav Adventist denomination has trademarked our name in order to prevent just
such confusion and misunderstanding in the minds of members of the public. The advertising of the Eternal Gospel
SDA Church is leading to the kind of misunderstanding and confusion that we have sought to avoid. For that reason, [
must ask vou 1o either cease using the term “S. D. A.” in vour name.

[ would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possxble Thisis a matter of great urgency to the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination.

God bless you,

) oy
%&. y\.u..j" Qlﬂii@(’u{, B

Kermit L. Netteburg J
Assistant to the President for Commumcanon

dm
¢: Walter E. Carson, Seventh-day Adventist Church attorney

Office of the President
12501 Old Columbia Pike. Silver Sering, MD 20904-6600 = Tei: t301) 680-0406 » Fax: 13013 6022-7712 & C-mauiz [02555. 1334 @compuserve.com
/




ADVENTIST ¢
CHURCH il \IORTH AMERICAN DIVISION.

Seprember 15, 1997

Raiffaci Perez, Pastor

Eternai Gospel SDA Church
P. O. Box 15138

West Paim Beach. FL 33416

Dear Mr. Rarfaei:

We have received information that the Eternal Gospel SDA Church has piaced advertdsements in The Washingron
Times. The Miami Herald, and The New York Daily News. We checked with both the Florida Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists and the Southeastern Conference of Seventh-day Adventists in an attempt to contact the leadership of
the Eternal Gospel SDA Church through the appropriate denominational channeis. We learned from those conferences
that the Eternal Gospel SDA Church is not part of the Seventh-day Adventist denominarion. We learned from those
conferences that the Eternal Gospel SDA Church is an independent church without any formal ties to the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination. I understand from informal channels that you are the leader of this church. Can you confirm
for me that the Eternal Gospei SDA Church is uot part of the Seventh-day Advenrist denominarion?

If thar is true, I need to ask you to stop using the initials “S. D. A.” in your name. The advertisement that appeared in
The Washington Times produced a great deal of confusion. There were several angry letters to the editors of The
Washington Times — letters that accused the Seventh-day Adventist denomination of being intolerant and bigoted.
Obviously, the use of the initials, “S. D. A.” by Eternai Gospel SDA Church has resulted in significant confusion with
the Seventh-day Adventist denomination.

You may not be aware that the Seventh-day Adventist denomination has trademarked our name in order to prevent just
such confusion and misunderstanding in the minds of members of the public. The advertising of the Eternal Gospel

-SDA Church is leading to the kind of misunderstanding and confusion that we have sought to avoid. For that reason,
mustaskvoutoextheremseusmszthe term “S. D. A.” in your name.

I would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible. This is a matter of great urgency to the Seventh-day
Adventist denomination. :

God bless you,

Cb_‘l\a,‘b e (,Lﬂl'fa.b_,. e
(

Kermit L. Netteburg J
Assistant to the President for Communication

Lhn .
¢: Waiter E. Carson, Seventh~-day Adventist Church attorney

Office of the President

12501 Old Culumbia Pike. Silver Scring. %D 209044 h()()() » el 1300 hxi)-hdi)ﬁ m Cax: 1201 022-7712 & C-mani 1025 554 1334 @compuserve.cot




Eternal Gospel SDA Church

October 22, 1997

- Kermit L. Netteburg
General Conference of the
Seventh - Day Adventist Church
North American Division

Dear Mr. Netteburg

As [ mentioned to you over the phone, I have received your letter dated September 15,
1997, whereby you requested me to stop using the initiais " S.D.A_" in my name. May
you piease send me your official registered trademarked name for the denomination, so
that I may not use it anymore.

I would appreciate hearing from you as soon as possible

Your Brother i Chris -




VENTIST &
CHURCH ll NORTH AMERICAN DiVISION

November 5, 1997 -

Raffael Perez, Pastor

Eternal Gospel Church

P. O.Box 15138

West Palm Beach, FLL 33416

Dear Pastor Perez:

Thank you for your letter dated October 22 in which you have shared with me your willingness to
stop using the initials “SDA” in the name of the Eternal Gospel Church. I would like to point out.
that the letter which came to me used as a letterhead, “Eternal Gospel SDA Church.” I hope that
you will be diligent and vigilant in finding where the initials are being used — or other uses that

might cause the misperception that the Eternal Gospel Church is a Seventh-day Adventist Church.

The Seventh-day Adventist denomination has officially registered the name, “Seventh-day
Adventist,” and the single word, “Adventist.” In addition, the trademarking of the term “Seventh-
day Adventist” includes the use of the initials “SDA.” :

I hope that we can work together amicably towards a solution where the Eternal Gospel Church
can carry forward its mission and the Seventh-day Adventist Church can carry its forward its
mission, without exther of us causing confusion for the other. -

God blessvpu,

{

Kermit L. Netteburg
Assistant to the President for Communication .

Im

c: Walter Carson, Esquire

Office of the President :
12501 Old Columbia Pike, Silver Spring, MD 20904-6600 « Te_!: (301) 680-6406 = Fax: (301) 622-7712 = E-mail: 102555,1534@compuserve.com




LAwW OFFICE B
DILLER, RAMIK & WIGHT, P. C.

PATENT & TRADEMARK CAUSES
SUITE 101
TELEPHOME 7345 MCWHORTER PLACE FACSIMILE

y : (703) 642-2117
(703) 642-570S
: ANNANDALE, VIRGINIA 22003-5647

March 17, 1998

Pastor Raffael Perez

' Eternal Gospel SDA Church

P.O0. Box 15138 :
West Palm Beach, Florida 33416

Re: SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
: SDA
U.S. Reg. No. 1,177,185
Service Mark Infringement
False Designation of Origin
Unfair Competition

Dear Mr. Perez:

We are writing to you on behalf of the Seventh-day Adventist Church
and the General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists
whom we- represent in matters involving proprietary intellectual
property, including trademarks and service marks.

As I am sure you know, the General Conference Corporation of
Seventh‘day‘Adventists‘through'the Seventh-day Adventist Church has

acronym SDA since at least as early as 1860 to the present and has
obtained U.S. Reg. No. 1,177,185 for the goods and services set
forth theérein. Needless to say, the 138 years of substantially

Mr. Kermit L. Netteburg had written to you on several occasions,
the last being November 5,  1997. We had hoped that your
"willingness to stop using the initials ’S.D.A. ‘" would be followed
by concrete action to this end. However, the advertisements Mr.
Netteburg brought to your attention in his letter of September 15,
1997 have not ceased, 'and the continuance thereof maintains
subsisting "a great deal of confusion.”

U.S. Reg. No. 1,177,185 was contested in Cancellation Nos. 17554
and 18038 (Stocker and Perry v. General Conference Corporation of
Seventh-day Adventists) and the U. s. Trademark Trial and Appeal
Board in its Opinion of February 15, 1996 stated: ;



In every instance ‘made of record, the relevant public is
exposed to the registered mark with the result that the
primary significance of SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST to them is
as an indicator of the source or origin of respondent’s
(Seventh-day Adventist Church) various goods and/or
services.

...the evidence of record leads us to conclude that the
primary significance to the relevant public of SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST is that of a trademark/service mark when
used in connection with religious books and/or services.’

This decision is, of course, equally applicable to the acronym
"SDA" which is legally equivalent to and means the same as --
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST -- .

Your use of ETERNAL GOSPEL SDA CHURCH in your advertisements, your
letterhead, your telephone listing and your associated ministry
implies an association with and/or approval of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church. There is no association between the parties, and
your use of SDA or SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST does not have the approval

of the Seventh—day' Adventist Church or the General Conference
Corporation.

Pursuant to 15 U.5.C..§1114:

Any person who shall, without the consent of the
registrant...(a) use in commerce any reproduction,
counterfeit, copy, or colorable imitation of a registered
mark in connection with the sale, offering for sale,
distribution or advertising of any goods or services on
or in connection with which such use is likely to cause
.confusion, or to cause mistake, or to deceive...shall be
liable in a civil action by the registrant for the
remedies hereinafter provided. <
Even in the absence of a registration, 15 U.S.C. §l125(a) affords
remedy by way of "a civil action by any person who believes that he
or she is or is llkely to be damaged" by third party usage of a
trademark or service mark "likely to cause confusion, or to cause
mistake, or to deceive as to the affiliation, connection, or
association of such person with another person, or as to the
origin, sponsorship, or approval of his or her goods, services, or
commercial activities by another person."”

We trust that it will be unnecessary to enjoin by way of civil
action your inequitable and illegal usage of SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
or SDA, and that upon receipt of this letter we demand that you
immediately cease and desist from using the latter expressions or
any names, marks or expressions equivalent thereto in association
with your advertising, activities and/or ministry.




We have advised the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the General
Conference Corporation that we consider your use of SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST and SDA to be actionable under the Sections of TiEle 15
mentioned earlier herein. Accordingly, on behalf of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church, we specifically demand that you immediately:

‘Cease all use of SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and/or SDA;

Cease all use of SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and/or SDA in
 conjunction with your advertising, your telephone
directory, your letterhead and any and all other business -
and ministerial activities presently performed directly
by you or on your behalf utilizing either or both
aforesaid Church’s trademarks and service marks; and
otherwise
Avoid all usage of SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and/or SDA
likely to be confused with these marks as used by the
Seventh-day Adventist Church.

We ask that you confirm compliance with these demands by signing
the enclosed duplicate letter and returning the same to our office.

‘'This letter is written without prejudice to all further rights of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the General Conference
Corporation, including but not by way of limitation, rights to
injunctive relief to obtain the cessation of your use of SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST or SDA, profits, damages and any attorneys’ fees
necessitated by your activities.

Very truly yours,

DILLER, RAMIK & WIGHT, P.C.

Vincent L. Ramik

Enclosed: U.S. Reg. No. 1,177,185

Agreed to by:

Date:

For: S Raffael Perez, Eternal Gospel SDA Church



Law OrFrize
DILLER, RAMIK & WIGBHT

PATENY & TRADEMaAX LAUBES

SusvE 107
TeLEPRONE

{03 &42-a7Q46 74D MEWHORTER PLACE U“’AT‘:’::‘""A‘“-EM
FABRGLE & ANMNANDALE, VIRINIA 22003-3447
(703 ae3-3117
September 16, 2002
Secretary of State
State of Montana
- Montana State Capitol

P.O. Box 202801
Helena, MT 59620-2801

Re: TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH
Troy, Montana
Corporate Name

E NTE .
Pursuant ection =310, MC

Dear Sir:

The undersigned, on behalf of the General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day
Adventists and the Geperal Conference of Seventh-day Adventists, herewith contests the
registration of the mame TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH recorded as a
“Business Entity” in the records of the Montana Secretary of State.

The NOTICE OF CONTEST is in the form of an affidavit accompanying this letter
executed by the undersigned upon information and belief setting forth facts, opinions and
arguments in support of striking the contested name from the records of the Secretary of
State. An order from the Secretary of State to the latter effect, including any and all
future uses of SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST or legal equivalents thereof, such as SDA,
is herewith respectfully requested. ‘

Very trulj yours,

DILW WIGHT |
74, ,2'%(

Vincent L. Ramik

VLR/rja
Enclosure: Affidavit
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NOTICE OF CONTEST
PURSUANT TO SECTION 35-1-310
of the MONTANA CODE, ANNOTATED (2001)

GENERAL CONFERENCE CORPORATION
OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS and
GENERAL CONFERENCE OF
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS

V.

)

)

)

i 3

)

)

)

TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST )

CHURCH and LES BALSIGER )

The undersigned, Vincent L. Ramik, Esq., upon information and belief, herewith

declares that all facts, opinions and arguments presented in this affidavit are correct.

1. I am an attomey-at-law licensed to practice in the Commonwealth of Virginia and
before the Federal Courts of the United States and the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office,
and I have represented the General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists and
the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists in the capacity of intellectual property
counsel for more than twenty (20) years.

2. I prepared an application on behalf of the General Conference Corporation of
Seventh-day Adventists to federally register the name SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
which was filed in the United States Patent and Trademark Office on May 7, 1980 and
registered on November 10, 1981 under Reg. No. 1,177,185. A certified copy of Reg. No.
1,177,185 1s attached as Exhibit A and indicates thefcon status and title.

3. The constituency of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists and the
General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists is set forth in the 1999
Yearbook (Exhibit B) of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, specifically pages 17-20 and
25,26, respectively. The outreach of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in the United States
is clearly reflected in the Yearbook of Exhibit B between pages 167 and 231. The Montana
Conference (Exhibit B, pp. 198-199) of the North Pacific Union Conference was organized
in 1898. As of June 30, 1998 (Exhibit B, page 166) the North American Division of the
Seventh-day Adventist Chureh included 4,718 churches. In Montana the three (3)
geographically closest Seventh-day Adventist Churches to Troy, Montana are:
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(a)  Libby Seventh-day Adventist Church
88 Airfield Road
Libby, Montana 59923,

(b)  Trout Creek Seventh-day Adventist Church
East Highway 200
P.O. Box 1361
Trout Creek, Montana 59874, and

(c) Bonners Ferry Seventh-day Adventist Church
Highway 95 & Mile Post 6
P.O. Box 509
Bonners Ferry, Idaho 83805

The ministry, mission, outreach and specific services of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church under its SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST name appear between pages 385 and 592
of Exhibit B and include academies, primary and secondary schools, universities, seminaries,
health food companies, hospitals, medical centers, clinics, nursing homes and retirement
centers, radio and television broadcasting studios, and publishing houses which print over
one hundred (100) SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST English language publications (Exhibit
B, pp. 569-572).

4. SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST of Reg. No. 1,177,185 is registered for the goods
and services set forth therein, and the Lanham Act (Title 15, Chapter 22), Section 32 (15
U.S.C. § 1114) prohibits others from using the name SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST ora
name equivalent thereto upon identical or related goods or services if such use is likely to
cause confusion, mistake or deception among the public.

- Likelihood of confusion, mistake or deception is likely between SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST and TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST because of the following factors:

~ (a) The strength and unique nature of the name SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
cannot be questioned, as is evidenced by usage thereof by the Seventh-day Adventist
Church from 1860-1861 forward in conjunction with the goods and services
expressed in Reg. No. 1,177,185 (Exhibit A) and reflected in the Seventh-day
Adventist Yearbook (Exhibit B).

(b) The sound, appearance and meaning of the two names are not only similar, but
they are virtually identical, noting in particular that “TROY” is a geographic
designation of the city of Troy located in the State of Montana. Thus, when the two

‘2-'
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marks are compared “as a whole” or “in their entireties”, as is required under Federal
law and as is done by the Secretary of State of the State of Montana, the two names
‘are virtually identical in sound, appearance and meaning.

(c) The intent of the Seventh-day Adventist Church in adopting the name
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST is evident from the Yearbook (Exhibit B, pp. 5-8)
and from commen knowledge of which administrative notice should be taken by the
Secretary of State.

Upon information and belief, TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH was
registered before the Montana Secretary of State by Les Balsiger, a past member of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church who was disfellowshipped from the Troy Seventh-
day Adventist Church of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The Troy Seventh-day
Adventist Church of the Seventh-day Adventist Church was closed several years ago
and Les Balsiger is presently using the narne TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
CHURCH at least in phone listings appearing in the telephone companies of Citizens
Communication Company and Hagadone Directories, Inc. (respective Exhibits Cand
D). The phone number listed in Exhibits C and D is believed to be that of a phone
in Les Balsiger’s residence. Such use of TRUOY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

- CHURCH by Mr. Les Balsiger is without approval, consent or license from the
General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists and/or the General
Conference of Seventh-day Adventists and clearly indicates the wrongful intent of
registrant/user Les Balsiger. :

(d) It is believed that Les Balsiger does not bave a bona fide church and certainly is
not licensed by the General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventiststouse
SEVENTH-DAY ADPVENTIST for a church, but should it be Les Balsiger’s
mntention to so proceed, his activities under the name TROY SEVENTH-DAY

- ADVENTIST CHURCH would constitute infringement of U.S. Reg. No. 1,177,185
pursuant to 15 U.S.C. § 1114(1)}{a), which reads in pari:

“(1) Any person who shaﬂ, without the consent of the registrant—

(a) use in commerce any reproduction, counterfeit, copy, or colorable
imitation of a registered mark in connection with the sale, offering for
sale, disiribution, or advertising of any goods or services on or in
connection with which such use is likely to cause confusion, or fo
cause mistake, or to deceive;



89/26/2082 16:31 5893235863 GONZAGA CAREER SVCS PAGE ©b

_shall be liable in a civil action by the registrant for the remedies hereinafter
provided.”

(e) Presently the Seventh-day Adventist Church has no church in Troy, Montana, but
it has churches in geographic proximate market areas, as set forth in paragraph 3
hereof.

(£ The nature and quality of the goads or services of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church are apparent from this record, and obviously conducting services in 43,848
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST Churches worldwide (Exhibit B, page 4), including
every state of the United States, is reflective thereof.

Having been disfellowshipped by the Seventh-day Adventist Church, obviously the

pature and quality of any goods or services offered or intended to be offered by Les

Balsiger us : JENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH are in
-day Adventist Church. »

conflict with and are con

(2) The level of sophistication of potential purchasers of the goods or services offered
by the parties is extremely varied. However,: potential purchaser seeking 1o reach
a church of the Seventh-day Adventist Church and looking in a telephone directory
(Exhibits C and D) woyld be immediately deceived by the name TROY SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH. One reading TROY SEVENTH-DAY
ADVENTIST CHURCH in & telephone directory listing could only but assume itis
a church of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, irrespective of the fevel (highorlow)
of sophistication of such potential purchaser/user.

(b) The objection presented by this contest is indeed timely having occurred
‘immediately upon the undersigned being advised of the telenhone Yistings of TROY

= , i L fame - = Lo .
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENT HIRCH appearing in the telephone directories of
the latter-nofed telephone compan:

by Mr. John Loor, Jr., Presiden
Adventist Church, on March 5, 2002

There has been no acquiescence to the usc of the name TROY SEVENTH-DAY

ADVENTIST CHURCH by the Seventh-day Adventist £harch and it certainly would
not be inequitable to prohibit its registration i Les Balsiger.

(i) The telephone listing of TROY SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH isnot
“fair use”, under either state or federal law, the latter requiring:
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‘non-trademark use of a term “used fairly and in good faith.”
(Section 1115(b)(4) of the Lanham Act). Fair use must “not
Ieadtocustomerconfnsxon astothe source ofthe goodsor

SCTVICCS. 3t 2 g XX
698 F.2d 786, 791 (5" Cir, 1983).

The very intent of a telephone directory listing is to tell the public who the lister is,
namely, an identifier of source.

There is nothing “fair” in deceiving the public through the latter-noted telephone
listings.

Obviously, the Seventh-day Adventist Church has not “abandoned” the name
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and “parodies” are not involved.

5. The Trademark Trial and Appeal Board of the United States Patent and Trademark
Office in its majority decision (Exhibit G) of Stocker and Perry v. General Conference
Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists in Cancellation Nos. 17,554 and 18,038 of April 25,
1994 concluded:

" - “that the primary significance to the relevant public of -
'SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST is that of a trademark/service
mark when used in connection with religious books and/or
services.”

The United States District Court, Southern District of Florida in General Conference
ation of Seventh-day Adventists and General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists

v. Raphael (Rafaei) Perez, d/b/a Eternal Gospei SD4 Church, et al.,Case No. 98-2940-CTV-
KING, in its decision {E!;%z;hz‘! H} of April 27, 2000 held:

(%]
wy
e
s

37. The Court finds that “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST  has
not become generic, The Plaintiff’s surveys, as well as its use
of the name, convince the Court that most of the public
identifies “SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST” as the name of the
Plaintiff Church and not areligion. Whether “SEVENTH-DAY
ADVYENTIST” is zeneric when vsed to refer to a religion, does
not answer the question of whether it is generic whenusedasa
church name by the Defendant Church. See Christian Science
Bd v, Evans, 520 A.2d at 1360 {Garibaldi, J. dissenting). The

]
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by A copy of this Notice of Contest with Exhibits has been deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to:
Les Balsiger, P.O. Box 1888, 903 Lime Creek Road, Troy, Montana 59935.

cent L. Ramik :
DILLER, RAMIK & WIGHT
7345 McWhorter Place, Suite 101
Annandale, Virginia 22003-5647
Telephone 703-642-5705

Fax 703-642-2117

,2002.

pa Y

My Commission Expires:

Acinowlcdged before me at 4244 M ; Sl A , this l(-w\day of

W

~

A31/086 -3 -

=

S
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Creation Seventh Day Adventist Church
1162 Old Highway 45 South
Guys, Tennessee 38339-5216
731-239-8000
www.7th-day-adventist.org

July 22, 2005

Diller, Ramik, & Wight, P.C.
7345 McWhorter Place, Suite 101
Annandale, VA 22003-5647

Dear Sirs:

I have been informed that a certified letter sent from your firm is awaiting my
receipt via signature at the Guys Post Office in Guys, Tennessee.

I'have been raveling in a ministerial capacity since the middle of June, and my
itinerary requires my presence in various parts of the Northwest and British
Columbia until the first week of October,

Since you regularly represent the Seventh-day Adventist Church in cases of
trademark conflicts, I assume you have sent me a “cease and desist” demand letter
similar to the recent one posted to the DavidianSDA.org owner. This is a serious
matter and important, not only to your client, but also to me, our constituency, and
the Church world-wide.

The nature of my ministry does not allow for an alteration of pre-arranged
engagements and commitments. Please do not conclude that ] have been
avoiding your service under any willful neglect. May this letter suffice to delay
our dialogue until my return home in October,

Yours truly,

Walter O. McGill II1, Pastor



Creation Seventh Day Adventist Church
1162 Old Highway 45 South
Guys, Tennessee 38339-5216
731-239-8000
www.7th-day-adventist.org

October 21, 2005

Certified/Return Receipt

Diller, Ramik, & Wight, P.C.
7345 McWhorter Place, Suaite 101
Annandale, VA 22003-5647

Dear Sirs:

I am in receipt of your cease and-desist demand letter dated October 17,2005, requiring
me to dispense with all uses of the terms SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and SDA in my
religious activities (specifically listing certain Internet domain names in question). I am
truly sorry for the apparent confusion on your part regarding our denomination and the
Davidian SDA .org owner.  For example, I have not communicated with you via email
(April 5, 2005) as you suggest in the cease and desist letter. And further, we only own
one of the domain names listed as contraband (viz., “7th-day-adventist.org”), and
obviously, such name does not infringe on any known law (either divine or civil), as you
suggest.

[ have prayed for wisdom from my Heavenly Father. Since my use of the purportedly
contraband term is “fair use”, I cannot cease and desist according to your demands,
(further considering-that my-Father in Heaven requires me to employ-the name-that He
gave me in my exercise of faith, including personal and corporate worship and
evangelistic efforts—*“religious observances and missionary services”). I must also
inform you that my heart is sealed with respect to my decision, and this upon pain of
death, for I must never violate the dictates of my conscience.

I am truly sorry for any inconvenience or other encumbrance that my position may
present for you and/or your client.

Res,pectf%xlly yours,

) /ft@&ézz‘/
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LAW OFFICE
DILLER, RAMIK & WIGHT

PATENT & TRADEMARK CAUSES

SWITE 101
TELEPHONE
(703) 642-5705 8 -
FACSIMILE ANNANDALE, VIRGINIA 22003-5647
(703) 642-2117

7345 MCWHORTER PLACE E-MAIL
DRWPATENTLAW @ AOL.COM

October 17, 2005

Certified/Return Receipt

Walter O. McGill IIT

Pastor

Creation Seventh Day Adventist Church
1162 Old Highway 45 South

Guys, Tennessee 38339-5216

Dear Mr. McGill:

We sent a cease and desist letter to you on July 12, 2005 via Davidian SDA which was
returned to us “Unclaimed.” Thereafter, we e-mailed the same cease and desist letter to
you and completed and submitted your on-line form for preapproval. Presumably,
preapproval was not granted even though on September 8, 2005 we e-mailed you again
requesting confirmation of the receipt of our e-mailed cease and desist letter.

You told us by letter dated July 22, 2005 that you would “return home in October.” We
have enclosed another cease and desist letter and ask that you immediately comply

therewith.

Very truly yours,

DILLER, & WIGHT
V/ 7 ¥

Vincent L. Ramik

VLR/1ja

Enclosure
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DILLER, RAMIK & WIGHT

PATENT & TRADEMARK DAUSES

SUITE 101
TELEPHONE
{703) 642-5705
FACSIMILE ANNANDALE, VIRGINIA 22003-5647
(703) 642-2117

7345 MCWHORTER PLACE . E-MaiL
DRWPATENTLAW @ AOL.COM

October 17, 2005

Certified/Return Receipt
Walter O. MceGill IIT

Pastor

Creation Seventh Day Adventist Church
1162 Old Hwy. 45

Guys, TN 38339

Re: Domain Names
“7thdayadventistchurch.org”
“seventhdayadventistchurch.net”
“seventhdayadventistchurch.info”
“Tthdayadventist.info”
“7th-day-adventist.org” .
Service Mark Infringement
False Designation of Origin
Unfair Competition
Federal Dilution
State Law Dilution
Cybersquatting/Cyberpiracy

Dear Mr. McGill:
This follows receipt of your e-mail of April 5, 2005 and my e-mail reply thereto.

As I am sure you now know, we répresent the Seventh-day Adventist Church and the
General Conference Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists. The General Conference
Corporation of Seventh-day Adventists is registrant of the marks ADVENTIST and
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST, as is evidenced by U.S. Reg. Nos. 1,177,185; 1,176,153
and 1,218,657. ‘

Though not federally registered, the Church’s acronym SDA has been held by the United
States District Court for the Southern District of Florida (Case No. 98-2940-CIV-King) to
have acquired “secondary meaning through the continuous usage thereof from 1860 forward
. . . and, as such, the names SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and Plaintiffs acronym SDA
must be protected fully as if the names were strong at inception.” (Finding 24.) The



Florida court in the same Finding stated “the mark SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and
Plaintiff’s acronym SDA have become famous and synonymous with the good will and
quality of the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Plaintiffhas expended considerable effortand
expense over the last 139 years in promoting its mark SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and
Plaintiff’s acronym SDA and the products and services associated therewith, and
consequently the mark is entitled to broad protection.”

The registration and/or use by the Seventh-day Adventist Church of its ADVENTIST and
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST marks establishes the Church’s exclusive right to use these
marks, 15 U.S.C. § 1115(a); Gilbert/Robinson, Inc. v. Carrie Beverage-Missouri, Inc.,
758 F. Supp. 512,522 [19 USPQ2d 1481] (E.D. Mo. 1991), aff’d, Gilbert/Robinson, Inc. v.
Carrie Beverage-Missouri, Inc., 989 F.2d 985 [26 USPQ2d 1378] (8™ Cir. 1993). This
exclusive right empowers the Seventh-day Adventist Church to prevent third parties from
using any name or mark that is likely to cause confusion, such as your domain name/website
uses of the Church’s marks and Church name. 15 U.S.C. §§ 1114, 1116; Green Products
Co. v. Independence Corn By-Products Co., 992 F. Supp. 1070, 1075 (N.D. Iowa 1997).

In the course of our trademark/service mark enforcement monitoring of the internet we
encountered the above-captioned domain names. Of these, “seventhdayadventistchurch.info”
specifically identifies “davidiansda.org” as “Registrant Organization” while the registrant
1s said to be “Export” (see WHOIS of Network Solutions). “Export™ is believed to be “Adon
Export” who is so identified as the registrant of “seventhdayadventistchurch.net,” though
again theregistrant organization is “davidiansda.org”. Each of “7thdayadventistchurch.org”
and “7thdayadventist.info” domain names identify registrant as Adon Export, though in
neither of the latter is there reference specifically to “davidiansda.org”. However, when any
one of the four latter-mentioned domain names is logged onto, one reaches directly or is
linked to “davidiansda.org”. -

The use of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s registered ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-
DAY ADVENTIST marks and/or the Church’s name in the above-captioned domain names
constitutes any one or all of infringement, false designation of origin, unfair competition and
dilution, all under Title 15 of the U.S. Code, as well as dilution under the anti-dilution laws
of the State of California and/or Nevada. These domain names provide immediate initial
likelihood of confusion because each provides immediate association with and/or
sponsorship by the Seventh-day Adventist Church as the source of services/products
associated therewith. These domain names also constitute cybersquatting/cyberpiracy under
15 U.S.C. § 1125(d)(1)(A) pursuant to the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act
(ACPA). The very incorporation into the captioned domain names of the entirety of the
Church’s ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST marks and names creates
likelihood of confusion. Since your domain names are confusingly similar to and dilutive

e



of the common law and registered trademarks of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, your
registration of these domain names, having clearly occurred with a “bad faith intent to profit
from” the marks of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, constitutes cyberpiracy in violation
of 15 U.S.C. § 1125(d).

We trust that it will be unnecessary to enjoin by way of civil action your inequitable and
illegal usage of the Seventh-day Adventist Church’s name and the Church’s ADVENTIST
and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST marks, and upon receipt of this letter we trust that you
will immediately cease and desist from using the latter expressions or any names, marks or
phrases equivalent thereto in association with your domain name/website/home
page/advertising and any and all of your activities.

Therefore, we are respectfully requesting you to immediately:

i Cease and desist all use of “7thdayadventistchurch,” “seventhdayadventistchurch,”
“Tthdayadventist” and “7th-day-adventist,” including the specific domain names
“7thdayadventistchurch.org,” “seventhdayadventistchurch.net,”
“seventhdayadventistchurch.info,” “7thdayadventist.info,” “7th-day-adventist.org”
and any other words or phrases similar thereto and likely to be confused with the
‘marks ADVENTIST and SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and the Seventh-day
Adventist Church name. -

2, Agree to take any actions and/or execute any documents necessary to transfer the
above-captioned domain names to the Seventh-day Adventist Church. The Seventh-
day Adventist Church will agree to pay any transfer fee required by the domain
registrar and will reimburse you for the registration fee paid for the current
registration period, provided the transfer occurs within thirty (30) days of your receipt
of this letter.

3. Cease and desist all usages of ADVENTIST, SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST and
SDA and any other confusingly similar marks which are likely to be confused with

and constitute an infringement of the trademarks/service marks of U.S. Reg. Nos.
1,177,185, 1,176,153 and 1,218,657.

4. Irrespective of your use of any domain name, cease and desist linking such domain
name/URL/home page/website to the official website of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church (www.adventist.org) or to any website of an organization or entity related to
the Church, such as the Ellen G. White Estate website (www.whiteestate.org).



